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Presidential Documents

Title 3—

The President

Proclamation 10062 of August 18, 2020

100th Anniversary of the Ratification of the Nineteenth
Amendment

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

On this day in 1920, the 19th Amendment to our Constitution was ratified,
securing the right to vote for women and marking a monumental step toward
the “more perfect Union” envisioned by our Founders. This milestone in
American history was the product of the tireless efforts of suffragists and
other advocates for women’s rights, who steadfastly pursued their vision
of a more just and equal society.

In the early days of our Nation’s fight for independence, future First Lady
Abigail Adams penned a letter to her husband, John Adams, urging him
to “remember the ladies” as he fought to preserve the fledgling United
States. She advised him that “if particular care and attention is not paid
to the ladies, we are determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold
ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation.”
In the decades that followed, bold trailblazers like Susan B. Anthony, Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton, Harriet Forten Purvis, and Frances Ellen Watkins Harper
carried forward and fought for the fundamental right of women to vote.
The road to suffrage was long and challenging, but the faith, fortitude,
and resolute determination of those committed to this noble cause brought
about a victory that continues to inspire today.

As we commemorate this historic event, we also celebrate the incredible
economic, political, and social contributions women have made to our Na-
tion. As President, I am committed to building on these accomplishments
and empowering all women and girls to achieve their fullest potential.
As part of this effort, in February of last year, my Administration launched
the Women’s Global Development and Prosperity Initiative, the first whole-
of-government effort to advance women’s economic empowerment around
the globe. My Administration also released our Strategy on Women, Peace,
and Security in June of last year to increase the political participation
of women at home and abroad, recognizing that women’s participation in
conflict resolution and ending violent extremism can set the course toward
a more peaceful world. We are also prioritizing the safety and well-being
of women and girls through our commitment to combatting sex trafficking
and empowering survivors, who are disproportionately women, and through
Operation Lady Justice, the Presidential Task Force on Missing and Murdered
American Indians and Alaska Natives.

My Administration also understands that empowering women means imple-
menting an economic agenda that enhances freedom and creates opportunities
for women and working families. As part of this effort, the historic 2017
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act doubled the Child Tax Credit, and I signed legislation
that provided for the largest ever increase in funding for the Child Care
and Development Block Grant, which will help ease the burden of child
care borne disproportionately by mothers. Additionally, in December of
last year, I signed legislation providing for 12 weeks of paid parental leave
for Federal employees. As I have since my first day in office, I continue
to call on the Congress to pass a nationwide paid family leave program.
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My Administration’s unprecedented investment in working families is al-
ready paying dividends. Women’s unemployment in the United States
reached the lowest level in 65 years. And in 2019, women filled 71 percent
of all new jobs in the United States.

Today, as we celebrate a major step forward for our Nation, we pay tribute
to the countless women, known and unknown, throughout our history who
struggled for equality. In doing so, we recommit to ensuring our Constitution
is faithfully upheld so that all Americans can pursue their dreams and
fulfill their God-given potential.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 18, 2020,
as a day in celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Ratification of
the 19th Amendment.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-fifth.
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

19 CFR Chapter |

Notification of Temporary Travel
Restrictions Applicable to Land Ports
of Entry and Ferries Service Between
the United States and Mexico

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, U.S.
Department of Homeland Security; U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, U.S.
Department of Homeland Security.
ACTION: Notification of continuation of
temporary travel restrictions.

SUMMARY: This document announces the
decision of the Secretary of Homeland
Security (Secretary) to continue to
temporarily limit the travel of
individuals from Mexico into the United
States at land ports of entry along the
United States-Mexico border. Such
travel will be limited to “essential
travel,” as further defined in this
document.

DATES: These restrictions go into effect
at 12 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT)
on August 21, 2020, and will remain in
effect until 11:59 p.m. EDT on
September 21, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Alyce Modesto, Office of Field
Operations, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) at 202—344—3788.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On March 24, 2020, DHS published
notice of the Secretary’s decision to
temporarily limit the travel of
individuals from Mexico into the United
States at land ports of entry along the
United States-Mexico border to
“essential travel,” as further defined in
that document.? The document

185 FR 16547 (Mar. 24, 2020). That same day,
DHS also published notice of the Secretary’s
decision to temporarily limit the travel of

described the developing circumstances
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and
stated that, given the outbreak and
continued transmission and spread of
the virus associated with COVID-19
within the United States and globally,
the Secretary had determined that the
risk of continued transmission and
spread of the virus associated with
COVID-19 between the United States
and Mexico posed a ‘“‘specific threat to
human life or national interests.” The
Secretary later published a series of
notifications continuing such
limitations on travel until 11:59 p.m.
EDT on August 20, 2020.2

The Secretary has continued to
monitor and respond to the COVID-19
pandemic. As of August 17, there are
over 21.2 million confirmed cases
globally, with over 761,000 confirmed
deaths.3 There are over 5.3 million
confirmed and probable cases within
the United States,* over 121,000
confirmed cases in Canada,® and over
511,000 confirmed cases in Mexico.®

Notice of Action

Given the outbreak and continued
transmission and spread of COVID-19
within the United States and globally,
the Secretary has determined that the
risk of continued transmission and
spread of the virus associated with
COVID-19 between the United States
and Mexico poses an ongoing ‘“‘specific
threat to human life or national
interests.”

U.S. and Mexican officials have
mutually determined that non-essential

individuals from Canada into the United States at
land ports of entry along the United States-Canada
border to “essential travel,” as further defined in
that document. 85 FR 16548 (Mar. 24, 2020).

2 See 85 FR 44183 (July 22, 2020); 85 FR 37745
(June 24, 2020); 85 FR 31057 (May 22, 2020); 85 FR
22353 (Apr. 22, 2020). DHS also published parallel
notifications of the Secretary’s decisions to
continue temporarily limiting the travel of
individuals from Canada into the United States at
land ports of entry along the United States-Canada
border to “essential travel.” See 85 FR 44185 (July
22, 2020); 85 FR 37744 (June 24, 2020); 85 FR 31050
(May 22, 2020); 85 FR 22352 (Apr. 22, 2020).

3WHO, Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Situation Report—209 (Aug. 16, 2020), available at
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/
coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200816-covid-19-
sitrep-209.pdf?sfvrsn=5ddelca2_2.

4(CDC, Cases of COVID-19 in the U.S. (last
updated Aug. 17, 2020), available at https://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-
updates/cases-in-us.html.

5 WHO, Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Situation Report—209 (Aug. 16, 2020).

61d.

travel between the United States and
Mexico poses additional risk of
transmission and spread of the virus
associated with COVID-19 and places
the populace of both nations at
increased risk of contracting the virus
associated with COVID-19. Moreover,
given the sustained human-to-human
transmission of the virus, returning to
previous levels of travel between the
two nations places the personnel
staffing land ports of entry between the
United States and Mexico, as well as the
individuals traveling through these
ports of entry, at increased risk of
exposure to the virus associated with
COVID-19. Accordingly, and consistent
with the authority granted in 19 U.S.C.
1318(b)(1)(C) and (b)(2),” I have
determined that land ports of entry
along the U.S.-Mexico border will
continue to suspend normal operations
and will only allow processing for entry
into the United States of those travelers
engaged in “‘essential travel,” as defined
below. Given the definition of “‘essential
travel” below, this temporary alteration
in land ports of entry operations should
not interrupt legitimate trade between
the two nations or disrupt critical
supply chains that ensure food, fuel,
medicine, and other critical materials
reach individuals on both sides of the
border.

For purposes of the temporary
alteration in certain designated ports of

719 U.S.C. 1318(b)(1)(C) provides that
“[n]otwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of the Treasury, when necessary to
respond to a national emergency declared under the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.)
or to a specific threat to human life or national
interests,” is authorized to “[t]ake any . . . action
that may be necessary to respond directly to the
national emergency or specific threat.” On March
1, 2003, certain functions of the Secretary of the
Treasury were transferred to the Secretary of
Homeland Security. See 6 U.S.C. 202(2), 203(1).
Under 6 U.S.C. 212(a)(1), authorities “‘related to
Customs revenue functions” were reserved to the
Secretary of the Treasury. To the extent that any
authority under section 1318(b)(1) was reserved to
the Secretary of the Treasury, it has been delegated
to the Secretary of Homeland Security. See Treas.
Dep’t Order No. 100-16 (May 15, 2003), 68 FR
28322 (May 23, 2003). Additionally, 19 U.S.C.
1318(b)(2) provides that “[n]otwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Commissioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, when necessary to
respond to a specific threat to human life or
national interests, is authorized to close temporarily
any Customs office or port of entry or take any other
lesser action that may be necessary to respond to
the specific threat.” Congress has vested in the
Secretary of Homeland Security the “functions of
all officers, employees, and organizational units of
the Department,” including the Commissioner of
CBP. 6 U.S.C. 112(a)(3).
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entry operations authorized under 19
U.S.C. 1318(b)(1)(C) and (b)(2), travel
through the land ports of entry and ferry
terminals along the United States-
Mexico border shall be limited to
“essential travel,” which includes, but
is not limited to—

e U.S. citizens and lawful permanent
residents returning to the United States;
e Individuals traveling for medical
purposes (e.g., to receive medical

treatment in the United States);

¢ Individuals traveling to attend
educational institutions;

¢ Individuals traveling to work in the
United States (e.g., individuals working
in the farming or agriculture industry
who must travel between the United
States and Mexico in furtherance of
such work);

¢ Individuals traveling for emergency
response and public health purposes
(e.g., government officials or emergency
responders entering the United States to
support federal, state, local, tribal, or
territorial government efforts to respond
to COVID-19 or other emergencies);

e Individuals engaged in lawful cross-
border trade (e.g., truck drivers
supporting the movement of cargo
between the United States and Mexico);

¢ Individuals engaged in official
government travel or diplomatic travel;

e Members of the U.S. Armed Forces,
and the spouses and children of
members of the U.S. Armed Forces,
returning to the United States; and

¢ Individuals engaged in military-
related travel or operations.

The following travel does not fall
within the definition of “essential
travel” for purposes of this
Notification—

¢ Individuals traveling for tourism
purposes (e.g., sightseeing, recreation,
gambling, or attending cultural events).

At this time, this Notification does not
apply to air, freight rail, or sea travel
between the United States and Mexico,
but does apply to passenger rail,
passenger ferry travel, and pleasure boat
travel between the United States and
Mexico. These restrictions are
temporary in nature and shall remain in
effect until 11:59 p.m. EDT on
September 21, 2020. This Notification
may be amended or rescinded prior to
that time, based on circumstances
associated with the specific threat.

The Commissioner of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) is hereby
directed to prepare and distribute
appropriate guidance to CBP personnel
on the continued implementation of the
temporary measures set forth in this
Notification. The CBP Commissioner
may determine that other forms of
travel, such as travel in furtherance of
economic stability or social order,

constitute “‘essential travel” under this
Notification. Further, the CBP
Commissioner may, on an
individualized basis and for
humanitarian reasons or for other
purposes in the national interest, permit
the processing of travelers to the United
States not engaged in “‘essential travel.”

The Acting Secretary of Homeland
Security, Chad F. Wolf, having reviewed
and approved this document, is
delegating the authority to electronically
sign this document to Chad R. Mizelle,
who is the Senior Official Performing
the Duties of the General Counsel for
DHS, for purposes of publication in the
Federal Register.

Chad R. Mizelle,

Senior Official Performing the Duties of the
General Counsel, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

[FR Doc. 2020-18468 Filed 8-19-20; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 9112-FP-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

19 CFR Chapter |

Notification of Temporary Travel
Restrictions Applicable to Land Ports
of Entry and Ferries Service Between
the United States and Canada

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, U.S.
Department of Homeland Security; U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, U.S.
Department of Homeland Security.
ACTION: Notification of continuation of
temporary travel restrictions.

SUMMARY: This document announces the
decision of the Secretary of Homeland
Security (Secretary) to continue to
temporarily limit the travel of
individuals from Canada into the United
States at land ports of entry along the
United States-Canada border. Such
travel will be limited to “essential
travel,” as further defined in this
document.

DATES: These restrictions go into effect
at 12 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT)
on August 21, 2020, and will remain in
effect until 11:59 p.m. EDT on
September 21, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Alyce Modesto, Office of Field
Operations, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) at 202—344—3788.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On March 24, 2020, DHS published
notice of the Secretary’s decision to

temporarily limit the travel of
individuals from Canada into the United
States at land ports of entry along the
United States-Canada border to
“essential travel,” as further defined in
that document.? The document
described the developing circumstances
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and
stated that, given the outbreak and
continued transmission and spread of
the virus associated with COVID-19
within the United States and globally,
the Secretary had determined that the
risk of continued transmission and
spread of the virus associated with
COVID-19 between the United States
and Canada posed a “‘specific threat to
human life or national interests.” The
Secretary later published a series of
notifications continuing such
limitations on travel until 11:59 p.m.
EDT on August 20, 2020.2

The Secretary has continued to
monitor and respond to the COVID-19
pandemic. As of August 17, there are
over 21.2 million confirmed cases
globally, with over 761,000 confirmed
deaths.3 There are over 5.3 million
confirmed and probable cases within
the United States,* over 121,000
confirmed cases in Canada,® and over
511,000 confirmed cases in Mexico.6

Notice of Action

Given the outbreak and continued
transmission and spread of COVID-19
within the United States and globally,
the Secretary has determined that the
risk of continued transmission and
spread of the virus associated with
COVID-19 between the United States
and Canada poses an ongoing ‘‘specific
threat to human life or national
interests.”

185 FR 16548 (Mar. 24, 2020). That same day,
DHS also published notice of the Secretary’s
decision to temporarily limit the travel of
individuals from Mexico into the United States at
land ports of entry along the United States-Mexico
border to “‘essential travel,” as further defined in
that document. 85 FR 16547 (Mar. 24, 2020).

2 See 85 FR 44185 (July 22, 2020); 85 FR 37744
(June 24, 2020); 85 FR 31050 (May 22, 2020); 85 FR
22352 (Apr. 22, 2020). DHS also published parallel
notifications of the Secretary’s decisions to
continue temporarily limiting the travel of
individuals from Mexico into the United States at
land ports of entry along the United States-Mexico
border to “essential travel.” See 85 FR 44183 (July
22, 2020); 85 FR 37745 (June 24, 2020); 85 FR 31057
(May 22, 2020); 85 FR 22353 (Apr. 22, 2020).

3WHO, Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Situation Report—209 (Aug. 16, 2020), available at
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/
coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200816-covid-19-
sitrep-209.pdf?sfvrsn=5ddelca2_2.

4CDC, Cases of COVID-19 in the U.S. (last
updated Aug. 17, 2020), available at https://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-
updates/cases-in-us.html.

5 WHO, Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Situation Report—209 (Aug. 16, 2020).
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U.S. and Canadian officials have
mutually determined that non-essential
travel between the United States and
Canada poses additional risk of
transmission and spread of the virus
associated with COVID-19 and places
the populace of both nations at
increased risk of contracting the virus
associated with COVID-19. Moreover,
given the sustained human-to-human
transmission of the virus, returning to
previous levels of travel between the
two nations places the personnel
staffing land ports of entry between the
United States and Canada, as well as the
individuals traveling through these
ports of entry, at increased risk of
exposure to the virus associated with
COVID-19. Accordingly, and consistent
with the authority granted in 19 U.S.C.
1318(b)(1)(C) and (b)(2),7 I have
determined that land ports of entry
along the U.S.-Canada border will
continue to suspend normal operations
and will only allow processing for entry
into the United States of those travelers
engaged in “‘essential travel,” as defined
below. Given the definition of “essential
travel” below, this temporary alteration
in land ports of entry operations should
not interrupt legitimate trade between
the two nations or disrupt critical
supply chains that ensure food, fuel,
medicine, and other critical materials
reach individuals on both sides of the
border.

For purposes of the temporary
alteration in certain designated ports of
entry operations authorized under 19
U.S.C. 1318(b)(1)(C) and (b)(2), travel
through the land ports of entry and ferry
terminals along the United States-

719 U.S.C. 1318(b)(1)(C) provides that
“[n]otwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of the Treasury, when necessary to
respond to a national emergency declared under the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.)
or to a specific threat to human life or national
interests,” is authorized to “[t]ake any . . . action
that may be necessary to respond directly to the
national emergency or specific threat.” On March
1, 2003, certain functions of the Secretary of the
Treasury were transferred to the Secretary of
Homeland Security. See 6 U.S.C. 202(2), 203(1).
Under 6 U.S.C. 212(a)(1), authorities ‘“related to
Customs revenue functions” were reserved to the
Secretary of the Treasury. To the extent that any
authority under section 1318(b)(1) was reserved to
the Secretary of the Treasury, it has been delegated
to the Secretary of Homeland Security. See Treas.
Dep’t Order No. 100-16 (May 15, 2003), 68 FR
28322 (May 23, 2003). Additionally, 19 U.S.C.
1318(b)(2) provides that “[n]otwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Commissioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, when necessary to
respond to a specific threat to human life or
national interests, is authorized to close temporarily
any Customs office or port of entry or take any other
lesser action that may be necessary to respond to
the specific threat.” Congress has vested in the
Secretary of Homeland Security the “functions of
all officers, employees, and organizational units of
the Department,” including the Commissioner of
CBP. 6 U.S.C. 112(a)(3).

Canada border shall be limited to
‘“essential travel,” which includes, but
is not limited to—

e U.S. citizens and lawful permanent
residents returning to the United States;
e Individuals traveling for medical
purposes (e.g., to receive medical

treatment in the United States);

e Individuals traveling to attend
educational institutions;

o Individuals traveling to work in the
United States (e.g., individuals working
in the farming or agriculture industry
who must travel between the United
States and Canada in furtherance of
such work);

e Individuals traveling for emergency
response and public health purposes
(e.g., government officials or emergency
responders entering the United States to
support federal, state, local, tribal, or
territorial government efforts to respond
to COVID-19 or other emergencies);

e Individuals engaged in lawful cross-
border trade (e.g., truck drivers
supporting the movement of cargo
between the United States and Canada);

e Individuals engaged in official
government travel or diplomatic travel;

e Members of the U.S. Armed Forces,
and the spouses and children of
members of the U.S. Armed Forces,
returning to the United States; and

e Individuals engaged in military-
related travel or operations.

The following travel does not fall
within the definition of “essential
travel” for purposes of this
Notification—

e Individuals traveling for tourism
purposes (e.g., sightseeing, recreation,
gambling, or attending cultural events).

At this time, this Notification does not
apply to air, freight rail, or sea travel
between the United States and Canada,
but does apply to passenger rail,
passenger ferry travel, and pleasure boat
travel between the United States and
Canada. These restrictions are
temporary in nature and shall remain in
effect until 11:59 p.m. EDT on
September 21, 2020. This Notification
may be amended or rescinded prior to
that time, based on circumstances
associated with the specific threat.

The Commissioner of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) is hereby
directed to prepare and distribute
appropriate guidance to CBP personnel
on the continued implementation of the
temporary measures set forth in this
Notification. The CBP Commissioner
may determine that other forms of
travel, such as travel in furtherance of
economic stability or social order,
constitute “essential travel” under this
Notification. Further, the CBP
Commissioner may, on an
individualized basis and for

humanitarian reasons or for other
purposes in the national interest, permit
the processing of travelers to the United
States not engaged in “essential travel.”

The Acting Secretary of Homeland
Security, Chad F. Wolf, having reviewed
and approved this document, is
delegating the authority to electronically
sign this document to Chad R. Mizelle,
who is the Senior Official Performing
the Duties of the General Counsel for
DHS, for purposes of publication in the
Federal Register.

Chad R. Mizelle,

Senior Official Performing the Duties of the
General Counsel, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

[FR Doc. 2020-18470 Filed 8-19-20; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 9112-FP-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

21 CFR Part 610
[Docket No. FDA-2018-N-4757]
RIN 0910-AH95

Revocation of the Test for Mycoplasma

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA, the Agency, or
we) is issuing a final rule to remove the
specified test for the presence of
Mycoplasma for live virus vaccines and
inactivated virus vaccines produced
from in vitro living cell cultures. The
rule is being finalized because the
existing test for Mycoplasma is overly
restrictive in that it identifies only one
test method in detail to be used even
though other methods also may be
appropriate. More sensitive and specific
methods exist and are currently being
practiced, and removal of the specific
method to test for Mycoplasma provides
flexibility for accommodating new and
evolving technology and capabilities
without diminishing public health
protections. This action is part of FDA’s
implementation of Executive Orders
under which FDA is comprehensively
reviewing existing regulations to
identify opportunities for repeal,
replacement, or modification that will
result in meaningful burden reduction,
while allowing the Agency to achieve
our public health mission and fulfill
statutory obligations.

DATES: This rule is effective September
21, 2020.
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ADDRESSES: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number found in brackets in the
heading of this final rule into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts,
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tami Belouin, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research, Food and
Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm. 7301,
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002, 240—
402-7911.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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1. Executive Summary

A. Purpose of the Final Rule

FDA is removing the regulation
requiring a specified test for the
presence of Mycoplasma for live virus
vaccines produced from in vitro living
cell cultures and inactivated virus
vaccines produced from such living cell
cultures because the regulation is overly
restrictive in that it identifies only one
test method in detail to be used even
though other methods also may be
appropriate. More sensitive and specific
methods exist and are currently being
practiced, and removal of the required
test for Mycoplasma provides flexibility
for accommodating new and evolving
technology and capabilities without
diminishing public health protections.

B. Summary of the Major Provisions of
the Final Rule

The final rule removes § 610.30 (21
CFR 610.30), which details the method

for Mycoplasma testing of samples of
the virus harvest pool and control fluid
pool of live virus vaccines and
inactivated virus vaccines produced
from in vitro living cell cultures.

C. Legal Authority

FDA is taking this action under the
biological products provisions of the
Public Health Service Act (the PHS Act),
and the drugs and general
administrative provisions of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FD&C
Act).

D. Costs and Benefits

Because this final rule will not
impose any additional regulatory
burdens, this regulation is not
anticipated to result in any compliance
costs and the economic impact is
expected to be minimal.

II. Background

A. Introduction

On February 24, 2017, Executive
Order 13777, “Enforcing the Regulatory
Reform Agenda” (https://
www.federalregister.gov/documents/
2017/03/01/2017-04107/enforcing-the-
regulatory-reform-agenda; 82 FR 12285,
March 1, 2017) was issued. One of the
provisions in the Executive Order
requires Agencies to evaluate existing
regulations and make recommendations
to the Agency head regarding their
repeal, replacement, or modification,
consistent with applicable law. As part
of this initiative, FDA is revoking a
regulation as specified in this final rule.

B. Need for the Regulation

It has become increasingly clear that
the requirement specifying a test for
Mycoplasma is too restrictive for live
virus vaccines and inactivated virus
vaccines produced from in vitro living
cell cultures because they specify
particular methodologies when
alternatives may be available that
provide the same or greater level of
assurance of safety. Modifications to
Mycoplasma testing described in
§610.30 must meet the requirements of
21 CFR 610.9.

Thus, the Agency believes that the
regulation may no longer reflect the
current testing procedures as a general
matter and that it is more appropriate,
flexible, and efficient to identify
appropriate testing requirements for
particular products in the biologics
license application (BLA).

This final rule removes the specified
test for the presence of Mycoplasma to
provide flexibility for accommodating
new and evolving technology and
capabilities without diminishing public
health protections. Removal of this

regulation allows manufacturers of live
virus vaccines produced from in vitro
living cell cultures and inactivated virus
vaccines produced from such living cell
cultures to select the most scientifically
appropriate Mycoplasma testing method
to assure the safety, purity, and potency
of their vaccines.

These newer technologies can result
in higher sensitivity and specificity of
Mycoplasma detection and could reduce
the time required to complete testing for
Mycoplasma. Removal of this regulation
does not remove Mycoplasma testing
requirements specified in individual
BLAs. A manufacturer of a live virus
vaccine produced from in vitro living
cell cultures and inactivated virus
vaccines produced from such living cell
cultures will continue to be required to
follow the Mycoplasma test
requirements specified in its BLA,
unless the BLA was revised to modify
or replace the test through a supplement
in accordance with § 601.12(c) (21 CFR
601.12(c)). FDA would review proposed
changes to a manufacturer’s approved
biologics license in the context of that
particular application to ensure that any
such action is appropriate.

Although the final rule removes the
regulation, a manufacturer continues to
be required to test for Mycoplasma as
specified in its BLA. This action
provides regulated industry with
flexibility, as appropriate, to employ
advances in science and technology as
they become available, without
diminishing public health protections.
As appropriate, the Agency will
describe the appropriate tests for
particular products in manufacturers’
BLAs.

C. Summary of Comments to the
Proposed Rule

We received comments on the
proposed rule from individuals and
industry submitters. The comments
were generally supportive, with some
comments suggesting new testing
procedures be proposed. These
comments are further summarized in
section IV.

III. Legal Authority

We are issuing this final rule under
the biological products provisions of the
PHS Act (42 U.S.C. 216, 262, 263, 263a,
and 264) and the drugs and general
administrative provisions of the FD&C
Act (21 U.S.C. 321, 331, 351, 352, 353,
355, 360, 360c, 360d, 360h, 360i, 371,
372, 374, and 381). Under these
provisions of the PHS Act and the FD&C
Act, we have the authority to issue and
enforce regulations designed to ensure
that biological products are safe, pure,
and potent, and prevent the
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introduction, transmission, and spread
of communicable disease.

IV. Comments on the Proposed Rule
and FDA Response

A. Introduction

We received comments on the
proposed rule from individuals and
industry submitters. We describe and
respond to the comments in section
IV.B. We have combined comments on
similar topics and have numbered each
comment to help distinguish between
different comments. The number
assigned to each comment or comment
topic is purely for organizational
purposes and does not signify the
comment’s value or importance or the
order in which comments were
received.

B. Comments and FDA Response

(Comment 1) One comment requested
that FDA not finalize the rule, but
instead amend the proposal to revoke
the current test for Mycoplasma. The
commenter proposed that FDA include
methodologies on newer tests and how
they are distinguishable from the
present test; comparable data on the
accuracy of Mycoplasma detection
between the present and newer tests,
and any other additional information
that would support FDA’s argument that
the newer tests are more efficient.

(Response 1) FDA interprets this
comment to support the proposal to
remove the currently described
methodology and to amend the
regulation to specify alternative
acceptable tests. The purpose of this
rulemaking is to permit manufacturers
of live virus vaccines produced from in
vitro living cell cultures and inactivated
virus vaccines produced from such
living cell cultures to select the most
scientifically appropriate Mycoplasma
testing method to assure the safety,
purity, and potency of their vaccines.
Thus, FDA declines to amend the
regulation to specify alternative
acceptable tests because this would not
achieve the goal of allowing flexibility,
as appropriate, to employ advances in
science and technology as they become
available without diminishing public
health protections. However, FDA
acknowledges that guidance is helpful
to describe FDA'’s current thinking on
alternative methods of testing for
Mycoplasma in manufacturing samples
of live virus vaccines and inactivated
virus vaccines produced from in vitro
living cell cultures. FDA notes that
recommended alternative methods for
Mycoplasma testing for viral vaccines
are described in “Guidance for Industry:
Characterization and Qualification of

Cell Substrates and Other Biological
Materials Used in the Production of
Viral Vaccines for Infectious Disease
Indications” (February 2010) (https://
www.fda.gov/media/78428/download).

(Comment 2) One comment supported
the proposed rule.

(Response 2) We acknowledge and
appreciate the supportive comment.

(Comment 3) One comment did not
comment specifically on finalizing the
rule, but stated that with changes to
technology, it makes sense to update
testing procedures. The comment stated
that ““a list of the new proposed test
methods would be beneficial to compare
the overall benefits and disadvantages.”
Another comment suggested that if the
rule is finalized, FDA should provide
guidance for alternative methods of
testing for Mycoplasma.

(Response 3) While the comment
states that it would be helpful to have
a list of new proposed test methods,
FDA does not believe the regulation
should be amended to include such a
list because that list could become
outdated. License holders are welcome
to discuss with FDA proposals to
change their existing test methods and
to submit proposals to FDA to revise the
current test methods in use.

FDA also acknowledges that guidance
is helpful to describe FDA’s current
thinking on acceptable alternative
methods of testing for Mycoplasma in
manufacturing samples of live virus
vaccines and inactivated virus vaccines
produced from in vitro living cell
cultures. FDA notes that recommended
alternative methods for Mycoplasma
testing for viral vaccines are described
in “Guidance for Industry:
Characterization and Qualification of
Cell Substrates and Other Biological
Materials Used in the Production of
Viral Vaccines for Infectious Disease
Indications” (February 2010) (https://
www.fda.gov/media/78428/download).

(Comment 4) One comment strongly
supported removal of the regulation and
agreed that more sensitive test methods
exist; however, the commenter wanted
the scope of the impact to be expanded
to include all biological product
manufacturers.

(Response 4) We acknowledge and
appreciate the supportive comment. The
request to expand the revocation to
include all biological product
manufacturers is beyond the scope of
this rule making because § 610.30
pertains to manufacturers of live virus
vaccines and inactivated virus vaccines
produced from in vitro living cell
cultures.

V. Effective Date

The final rule will become effective
30 days after the date of publication in
the Federal Register.

VI. Economic Analysis of Impacts
A. Introduction

We have examined the impacts of the
final rule under Executive Order 12866,
Executive Order 13563, Executive Order
13771, the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601-612), and the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 (Pub. L.
104—4). Executive Orders 12866 and
13563 direct us to assess all costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, when regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits
(including potential economic,
environmental, public health and safety,
and other advantages; distributive
impacts; and equity). Executive Order
13771 requires that the costs associated
with significant new regulations ‘“‘shall,
to the extent permitted by law, be offset
by the elimination of existing costs
associated with at least two prior
regulations.” We believe that this final
rule is not a significant regulatory action
as defined by Executive Order 12866.

The Regulatory Flexibility Act
requires us to analyze regulatory options
that would minimize any significant
impact of a rule on small entities.
Because this rule would increase
flexibility and does not add any new
regulatory responsibilities, we certify
that the final rule will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (section 202(a)) requires us to
prepare a written statement, which
includes an assessment of anticipated
costs and benefits, before issuing “any
rule that includes any Federal mandate
that may result in the expenditure by
State, local, and tribal governments, in
the aggregate, or by the private sector, of
$100,000,000 or more (adjusted
annually for inflation) in any one year.”
The current threshold after adjustment
for inflation is $154 million, using the
most current (2018) Implicit Price
Deflator for the Gross Domestic Product.
This final rule would not result in an
expenditure in any year that meets or
exceeds this amount.

B. Summary of Costs and Benefits

This final rule will amend the
biologics regulations under § 610.30 by
removing the specified test for
Mycoplasma in the production of live
virus vaccines produced from in vitro
living cell cultures and inactivated virus
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vaccines produced from such living cell
cultures.

Removing the §610.30 Test for
Mycoplasma will provide manufacturers
with the flexibility to determine the
most appropriate and effective
Mycoplasma testing methods. FDA
guidance dated after § 610.30, codified
in 1973 (November 20, 1973, 38 FR
32056), outlines up-to-date scientific
practices to identify Mycoplasma in
production of live virus vaccines
produced from in vitro living cell
cultures and inactivated virus vaccines

produced from in vitro living cell
cultures. In practice, a vaccine
manufacturer can change its procedures
at any time with submission and prior
approval of a supplement to its BLA. As
a result, we do not expect the repeal of
the §610.30 Test for Mycoplasma to
significantly influence the behavior or
procedures of vaccine manufacturers.
Because manufacturers already have
the ability to pursue alternative testing
procedures, we anticipate no
measurable change in industry or FDA
behavior from this final rulemaking. We

therefore expect the elimination of the
§610.30 Test for Mycoplasma to be cost
neutral. This final rule will therefore
produce no quantifiable savings, costs,
or transfers. We also expect no public
health benefits to be lost as a result of
this revocation. Finally, we note that
this final rulemaking may drive some
manufacturers to streamline their
procedures and search for more efficient
Mycoplasma testing methods. This
optimization may produce some
unquantifiable efficiencies.

TABLE 1—SUMMARY OF BENEFITS, COSTS AND DISTRIBUTIONAL EFFECTS OF FINAL RULE

Primary

Category estimate

Units

Low
estimate

High
estimate | year gollars

Discount Notes
rate

(%)

Period
covered

Benefits:
Annualized
Monetized $millions/year
Annualized
Quantified

WNWN

Qualitative

Benefits to manufacturers from flexibility
to determine appropriate and effective
Mycoplasma testing methods.

Costs:
Annualized ......ccccooeeeiiiiniinnnnnn.
Monetized $millions/year
Annualized
Quantified

WNWN

Qualitative

Costs to manufacturers to change
Mycoplasma testing methods, if
voluntarily pursued.

Transfers:

Other ...
Annualized
Monetized $millions/year

From/To

Effects:
State, Local or Tribal Government: None.
Small Business: None.
Wages: None.
Growth: None.

In line with Executive Order 13771, in
table 2 we present annualized values of
costs and cost savings over an infinite

time horizon. There are no quantifiable
costs or cost savings from this rule. This
final rule would be considered a

deregulatory action under Executive
Order 13771.
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TABLE 2—EXECUTIVE ORDER 13771 SUMMARY TABLE
[in $ Millions 2016 Dollars, Over an Infinite Time Horizon]
Primary Lower Upper
Item estimate estimate estimate
(7%) (7%) (7%)

Present Value of Costs ......cccccceeeviiiecciiecciienee

Present Value of Cost Savings ..
Present Value of Net Costs ........

Annualized COStS .......cccecveiriiriiieiecee e
Annualized Cost Savings ........ccoceevereereereenenne
Annualized Net COStS .......cccervvieiieiiiieieieee,

We have developed a comprehensive
Economic Analysis of Impacts that
assesses the impacts of the final rule.
The full analysis of economic impacts is
available in the docket for this final rule
(Ref. 1) and at https://www.fda.gov/
about-fda/reports/economic-impact-
analyses-fda-regulations.

VII. Analysis of Environmental Impact

We have determined under 21 CFR
25.31(h) that this action is of a type that
does not individually or cumulatively
have a significant effect on the human
environment. Therefore, neither an
environmental assessment nor an
environmental impact statement is
required.

VIII. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

This final rule contains no collection
of information. Therefore, clearance by
the Office of Management and Budget
under the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 is not required.

IX. Federalism

We have analyzed this final rule in
accordance with the principles set forth
in Executive Order 13132. We have
determined that the rule does not
contain policies that have substantial
direct effects on the States, on the
relationship between the National
Government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Accordingly, we
conclude that the rule does not contain
policies that have federalism
implications as defined in the Executive
Order and, consequently, a federalism
summary impact statement is not
required.

X. Consultation and Coordination With
Indian Tribal Governments

We have analyzed this rule in
accordance with the principles set forth
in Executive Order 13175. We have
determined that the rule does not
contain policies that have substantial
direct effects on one or more Indian
Tribes, on the relationship between the
Federal Government and Indian Tribes,

or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian Tribes.
Accordingly, we conclude that the rule
does not contain policies that have
tribal implications as defined in the
Executive Order and, consequently, a
tribal summary impact statement is not
required.

XI. Reference

The following reference is on display
at the Dockets Management Staff (see
ADDRESSES) and is available for viewing
by interested persons between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday; it is
also available electronically at https://
www.regulations.gov. FDA has verified
the website address, as of the date this
document publishes in the Federal
Register, but websites are subject to
change over time.

1. FDA/Economics Staff, “Elimination of the
21 CFR 610.30 Test for Mycoplasma
Preliminary Regulatory Impact Analysis,
Preliminary Regulatory Flexibility
Analysis, Unfunded Mandates Reform
Act Analysis,” 2018. (Available at
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/reports/
economic-impact-analyses-fda-
regulations.)

List of Subjects in 21 CFR part 610

Biologics, Labeling, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Therefore, under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and under
authority delegated to the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs, 21 CFR part 610 is
amended as follows:

PART 610—GENERAL BIOLOGICAL
PRODUCTS STANDARDS

m 1. The authority citation for part 610
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 321, 331, 351, 352,
353, 355, 360, 360c, 360d, 360h, 360i, 371,
372, 374, 381; 42 U.S.C. 216, 262, 263, 263a,
264.

Subpart D—[Removed and Reserved]

m 2. Remove and reserve subpart D,
consisting of §610.30.

Dated: July 29, 2020.
Stephen M. Hahn,
Commissioner of Food and Drugs.
[FR Doc. 2020-17085 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Drug Enforcement Administration

21 CFR Parts 1308 and 1312
[Docket No. DEA-500]
RIN 1117-AB53

Implementation of the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018

AGENCY: Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA), Department of
Justice.

ACTION: Interim final rule with request
for comments.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this interim
final rule is to codify in the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA)
regulations the statutory amendments to
the Controlled Substances Act (CSA)
made by the Agriculture Improvement
Act of 2018 (AIA), regarding the scope
of regulatory controls over marihuana,
tetrahydrocannabinols, and other
marihuana-related constituents. This
interim final rule merely conforms
DEA'’s regulations to the statutory
amendments to the CSA that have
already taken effect, and it does not add
additional requirements to the
regulations.

DATES: Effective August 21, 2020.
Electronic comments must be
submitted, and written comments must
be postmarked, on or before October 20,
2020. Commenters should be aware that
the electronic Federal Docket
Management System will not accept
comments after 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time
on the last day of the comment period.
ADDRESSES: To ensure proper handling
of comments, please reference “RIN
1117—-AB53/Docket No. DEA-500"’ on
all correspondence, including any
attachments.


https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/reports/economic-impact-analyses-fda-regulations
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e Electronic comments: The Drug
Enforcement Administration encourages
that all comments be submitted
electronically through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal, which provides the
ability to type short comments directly
into the comment field on the web page
or attach a file for lengthier comments.
Please go to http://www.regulations.gov
and follow the online instructions at
that site for submitting comments. Upon
completion of your submission, you will
receive a Comment Tracking Number for
your comment. Please be aware that
submitted comments are not
instantaneously available for public
view on http://www.regulations.gov. If
you have received a Comment Tracking
Number, your comment has been
successfully submitted, and there is no
need to resubmit the same comment.

e Paper comments: Paper comments
that duplicate the electronic submission
are not necessary and are discouraged.
Should you wish to mail a paper
comment in lieu of an electronic
comment, it should be sent via regular
or express mail to: Drug Enforcement
Administration, Attn: DEA Federal
Register Representative/DPW, Diversion
Control Division; Mailing Address: 8701
Morrissette Drive, Springfield, VA
22152.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Scott A. Brinks, Diversion Control
Division, Drug Enforcement
Administration; Mailing Address: 8701
Morrissette Drive, Springfield, Virginia
22152; Telephone: (202) 598-2596.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Posting of Public Comments

Please note that all comments
received are considered part of the
public record. They will, unless
reasonable cause is given, be made
available by the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) for public
inspection online at http://
www.regulations.gov. Such information
includes personal identifying
information (such as your name,
address, etc.) voluntarily submitted by
the commenter. The Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) applies to all
comments received. If you want to
submit personal identifying information
(such as your name, address, etc.) as
part of your comment, but do not want
it to be made publicly available, you
must include the phrase “PERSONAL
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION” in the
first paragraph of your comment. You
must also place all of the personal
identifying information you do not want
made publicly available in the first
paragraph of your comment and identify
what information you want redacted.

If you want to submit confidential
business information as part of your
comment, but do not want it to be made
publicly available, you must include the
phrase “CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS
INFORMATION” in the first paragraph
of your comment. You must also
prominently identify the confidential
business information to be redacted
within the comment.

Comments containing personal
identifying information and confidential
business information identified as
directed above will generally be made
publicly available in redacted form. If a
comment has so much confidential
business information or personal
identifying information that it cannot be
effectively redacted, all or part of that
comment may not be made publicly
available. Comments posted to http://
www.regulations.gov may include any
personal identifying information (such
as name, address, and phone number)
included in the text of your electronic
submission that is not identified as
directed above as confidential.

An electronic copy of this document
and the complete Economic Impact
Analysis, to this interim final rule are
available in their entirety under the tab
“Supporting Documents” of the public
docket of this action at http://
www.regulations.gov under FDMS
Docket ID: DEA-500 (RIN 1117-AB53/
Docket Number DEA-500) for easy
reference.

Executive Summary

The Agriculture Improvement Act of
2018, Public Law 115-334 (the AIA),
was signed into law on December 20,
2018. It provided a new statutory
definition of “hemp”” and amended the
definition of marihuana under 21 U.S.C.
802(16) and the listing of
tetrahydrocannabinols under 21 U.S.C.
812(c). The AIA thereby amends the
regulatory controls over marihuana,
tetrahydrocannabinols, and other
marihuana-related constituents in the
Controlled Substances Act (CSA).

This rulemaking makes four
conforming changes to DEA’s existing
regulations:

e Tt modifies 21 CFR 1308.11(d)(31)
by adding language stating that the
definition of “Tetrahydrocannabinols”
does not include “any material,
compound, mixture, or preparation that
falls within the definition of hemp set
forth in 7 U.S.C. 16390.”

o It removes from control in schedule
V under 21 CFR 1308.15(f) a “drug
product in finished dosage formulation
that has been approved by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration that contains
cannabidiol (2-[1R-3-methyl-6R-(1-
methylethenyl)-2-cyclohexen-1-yl]-5-

pentyl-1,3-benzenediol) derived from
cannabis and no more than 0.1% (w/w)
residual tetrahydrocannabinols.”

¢ It also removes the import and
export controls described in 21 CFR
1312.30(b) over those same substances.

e It modifies 21 CFR 1308.11(d)(58)
by stating that the definition of
“Marihuana Extract” is limited to
extracts “‘containing greater than 0.3
percent delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol on
a dry weight basis.”

This interim final rule merely
conforms DEA’s regulations to the
statutory amendments to the CSA that
have already taken effect, and it does
not add additional requirements to the
regulations. Accordingly, there are no
additional costs resulting from these
regulatory changes. However, as
discussed below, the changes reflected
in this interim final rule are expected to
result in annual cost savings for affected
entities.

Changes to the Definition of Marihuana

The AIA amended the CSA’s
regulatory controls over marihuana by
amending its definition under the CSA.
Prior to the AIA, marihuana was defined
in 21 U.S.C. 802(16) as follows:

The term “marihuana” means all parts of
the plant Cannabis sativa L., whether
growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin
extracted from any part of such plant; and
every compound, manufacture, salt,
derivative, mixture, or preparation of such
plant, its seeds or resin. Such term does not
include the mature stalks of such plant, fiber
produced from such stalks, oil or cake made
from the seeds of such plant, any other
compound, manufacture, salt, derivative,
mixture, or preparation of such mature stalks
(except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber,
oil, or cake, or the sterilized seed of such
plant which is incapable of germination.

The AIA modified the foregoing
definition by adding that the “term
‘marihuana’ does not include hemp, as
defined in section 16390 of Title 7.” 21
U.S.C. 802(16)(B). Furthermore, the AIA
added a definition of “hemp” to 7
U.S.C. 16390, which reads as follows:

The term ‘hemp’ means the plant Cannabis
sativa L. and any part of that plant, including
the seeds thereof and all derivatives, extracts,
cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and salts
of isomers, whether growing or not, with a
delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration
of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight
basis.

Taken together, these two changes
made by the AIA limit the definition of
marihuana to only include cannabis or
cannabis-derived material that contain
more than 0.3% delta-9-
tetrahydrocannabinol (also known as A9-
THC) on a dry weight basis. Thus, to fall
within the current CSA definition of


http://www.regulations.gov
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marihuana, cannabis and cannabis-
derived material must both fall within
the pre-AIA CSA definition of
marihuana and contain more than 0.3
percent A%-THC on a dry weight basis.
Pursuant to the AIA, unless specifically
controlled elsewhere under the CSA,
any material previously controlled
under Controlled Substance Code
Number 7360 (marihuana) or under
Controlled Substance Code Number
7350 (marihuana extract), that contains
0.3% or less of A>-THC on a dry weight
basis—i.e., “hemp’” as that term defined
under the AIA—is not controlled.
Conversely, any such material that
contains greater than 0.3% of A9-THC on
a dry weight basis remains controlled in
schedule L.

In order to meet the AIA’s definition
of hemp, and thus qualify for the
exception in the definition of
marihuana, a cannabis-derived product
must itself contain 0.3% or less A%-THC
on a dry weight basis. It is not enough
that a product is labeled or advertised
as “hemp.” The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has recently
found that many cannabis-derived
products do not contain the levels of
cannabinoids that they claim to contain
on their labels.? Cannabis-derived
products that exceed the 0.3% A9-THC
limit do not meet the statutory
definition of “hemp’” and are schedule
I controlled substances, regardless of
claims made to the contrary in the
labeling or advertising of the products.

In addition, the definition of hemp
does not automatically exempt any
product derived from a hemp plant,
regardless of the A9-THC content of the
derivative. In order to meet the
definition of “hemp,” and thus qualify
for the exemption from schedule I, the
derivative must not exceed the 0.3% A®-
THC limit. The definition of
“marihuana” continues to state that “all
parts of the plant Cannabis sativa L.,”
and “every compound, manufacture,
salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation
of such plant,” are schedule I controlled
substances unless they meet the
definition of “hemp” (by falling below
the 0.3% A9-THC limit on a dry weight
basis) or are from exempt parts of the
plant (such as mature stalks or non-
germinating seeds). See 21 U.S.C.
802(16) (emphasis added). As a result, a
cannabis derivative, extract, or product
that exceeds the 0.3% AS-THC limit is a
schedule I controlled substance, even if
the plant from which it was derived
contained 0.3% or less A%-THC on a dry
weight basis.

1 See FDA, Warning Letters and Test Results for
Cannabidiol-Related Products, https://www.fda.gov/
NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/ucm484109.htm.

Finally, nothing in the AIA or in these
implementing regulations affects or
alters the requirements of the Food,
Drug, & Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act). See
7 U.S.C. 1639r(c). Hemp products that
fall within the jurisdiction of the FD&C
Act must comply with its requirements.
FDA has recently issued a statement
regarding the agency’s regulation of
products containing cannabis and
cannabis-derived compounds, and DEA
refers interested parties to that
statement, which can be found at
https://www.fda.gov/newsevents/
Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/
ucm628988.htm.

Changes to the Definition of
Tetrahydrocannabinols

The AIA also modified the listing for
tetrahydrocannabinols under 21 U.S.C.
812(c) by stating that the term
tetrahydrocannabinols does not include
tetrahydrocannabinols in hemp.
Specifically, 21 U.S.C. 812(c) Schedule
I now lists as schedule I controlled
substances: “Tetrahydrocannabinols,
except for tetrahydrocannabinols in
hemp (as defined under section 16390
of Title 7).”

Therefore, the AIA limits the control
of tetrahydrocannabinols (for Controlled
Substance Code Number 7370). For
tetrahydrocannabinols that are naturally
occurring constituents of the plant
material, Cannabis sativa L., any
material that contains 0.3% or less of
A9-THC by dry weight is not controlled,
unless specifically controlled elsewhere
under the CSA. Conversely, for
tetrahydrocannabinols that are naturally
occurring constituents of Cannabis
sativa L., any such material that
contains greater than 0.3% of A9-THC by
dry weight remains a controlled
substance in schedule I.

The AIA does not impact the control
status of synthetically derived
tetrahydrocannabinols (for Controlled
Substance Code Number 7370) because
the statutory definition of “hemp” is
limited to materials that are derived
from the plant Cannabis sativa L. For
synthetically derived
tetrahydrocannabinols, the
concentration of A9-THC is not a
determining factor in whether the
material is a controlled substance. All
synthetically derived
tetrahydrocannabinols remain schedule
I controlled substances.

This rulemaking is modifying 21 CFR
1308.11(d)(31) to reflect this statutory
change. By this rulemaking, 21 CFR
1308.11(d)(31) is being modified via the
addition of subsection (ii), which reads:
“Tetrahydrocannabinols does not
include any material, compound,
mixture, or preparation that falls within

the definition of hemp set forth in 7
U.S.C. 16390.”

Removal of Schedule V Control of FDA-
Approved Products Containing
Cannabidiol

Previously DEA, pursuant to 21 CFR
1308.15, separately controlled in
Schedule V drug products in finished
dosage formulations that have been
approved by FDA and that contain
cannabidiol (CBD) derived from
cannabis and no more than 0.1 percent
(w/w) residual tetrahydrocannabinols
(under Controlled Substance Code
Number 7367). The FDA-approved
substances described under Drug Code
7367 are no longer controlled, by virtue
of the ATA. As a result, DEA is removing
the listing for “Approved cannabidiol
drugs” under schedule V in 21 CFR
1308.15.

Note that CBD in a mixture with a A9-
THC concentration greater than 0.3% by
dry weight is not exempted from the
definition of “marihuana” or
“tetrahydrocannabinols.” Accordingly,
all such mixtures exceeding the 0.3%
limit remain controlled substances
under schedule I.

Removal of Import/Export Provisions
Involving FDA-Approved Products
Containing CBD

Previously DEA, pursuant to 21 CFR
1312.30, required import and export
permits pursuant to 21 U.S.C. 811(d)(1),
952(b)(2), and 953(e)(3) for the import
and export of drug products in finished
dosage formulations that have been
approved by FDA and that contain CBD
derived from cannabis and no more than
0.1 percent (w/w) residual
tetrahydrocannabinols. Because such
substances are no longer controlled
substances, DEA is likewise removing
the import and export permit
requirement for these substances. The
regulation is revised to delete
§1312.30(b).

Drug Code 7350 for Marihuana Extract

The current control status of
marihuana-derived constituents
depends upon the concentration of A®-
THC in the constituent. DEA is
amending the scope of substances
falling within the Controlled Substances
Code Number for marihuana extract
(7350) to conform to the amended
definition of marihuana in the AIA. As
amended, the Drug Code 7350 definition
reads:

Marihuana Extract—meaning an extract
containing one or more cannabinoids that has
been derived from any plant of the genus
Cannabis, containing greater than 0.3 percent
delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol on a dry weight


https://www.fda.gov/newsevents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm628988.htm
https://www.fda.gov/newsevents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm628988.htm
https://www.fda.gov/newsevents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm628988.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/ucm484109.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/ucm484109.htm

51642

Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/Rules and Regulations

basis, other than the separated resin (whether
crude or purified) obtained from the plant.

21 CFR 1308.11(d)(58). The drug code
7350 became effective on January 13,
2017. 81 FR 90194.

Regulatory Analysis

Administrative Procedure Act

An agency may find good cause to
exempt a rule from certain provisions of
the Administrative Procedure Act (APA)
(5 U.S.C. 553), including those requiring
the publication of a prior notice of
proposed rulemaking and the pre-
promulgation opportunity for public
comment, if such actions are
determined to be unnecessary,
impracticable, or contrary to the public
interest.

DEA finds there is good cause within
the meaning of the APA to issue these
amendments as an interim final rule and
to delay comment procedures to the
post-publication period, because these
amendments merely conform the
implementing regulations to recent
amendments to the CSA that have
already taken effect. DEA has no
discretion with respect to these
amendments. This rule does no more
than incorporate the statutory
amendments into DEA’s regulations,
and publishing a notice of proposed
rulemaking or soliciting public
comment prior to publication is
unnecessary. See 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B)
(relating to notice and comment
procedures). “[W]hen regulations
merely restate the statute they
implement, notice-and-comment
procedures are unnecessary.” Gray
Panthers Advocacy Committee v.
Sullivan, 936 F.2d 1284, 1291 (D.C. Cir.
1991); see also United States v. Cain,
583 F.3d 408, 420 (6th Cir. 2009)
(contrasting legislative rules, which
require notice-and-comment
procedures, “‘with regulations that
merely restate or interpret statutory
obligations,” which do not); Komjathy v.
Nat. Trans. Safety Bd., 832 F.2d 1294,
1296 (D.C. Cir. 1987) (when a rule “does
no more than repeat, virtually verbatim,
the statutory grant of authority” notice-
and-comment procedures are not
required).

In addition, because the statutory
changes at issue have already been in
effect since December 20, 2018, DEA
finds good cause exists to make this rule
effective immediately upon publication.
See 5 U.S.C. 553(d). Therefore, DEA is
issuing these amendments as an interim
final rule, effective upon publication in
the Federal Register.

Although publishing a notice of
proposed rulemaking and soliciting
public comment prior to publication are

unnecessary in this instance because
these regulations merely implement
statutory changes over which the agency
has no discretion, DEA is soliciting
public comment on this rule following
its publication. For that reason, DEA is
publishing this rule as an interim final
rule and is establishing a docket to
receive public comment on this rule. To
the extent required by law, DEA will
consider and respond to any relevant
comments received.

Executive Orders 12866 (Regulatory
Planning and Review), 13563
(Improving Regulation and Regulatory
Review), and 13771 (Reducing
Regulation and Controlling Regulatory
Cost)

This interim final rule was developed
in accordance with the principles of
Executive Orders (E.O.) 12866, 13563,
and 13771. E.O. 12866 directs agencies
to assess all costs and benefits of
available regulatory alternatives and, if
regulation is necessary, to select
regulatory approaches that maximize
net benefits (including potential
economic, environmental, public health,
and safety effects; distributive impacts;
and equity). E.O. 13563 is supplemental
to and reaffirms the principles,
structures, and definitions governing
regulatory review as established in E.O.
12866. E.O. 12866 classifies a
““significant regulatory action,”
requiring review by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), as any
regulatory action that is likely to result
in a rule that may: (1) Have an annual
effect on the economy of $100 million
or more or adversely affect in a material
way the economy, a sector of the
economy, productivity, competition,
jobs, the environment, public health or
safety, or State, local, or tribal
governments or communities; (2) create
a serious inconsistency or otherwise
interfere with an action taken or
planned by another agency; (3)
materially alter the budgetary impact of
entitlements, grants, user fees, or loan
programs or the rights and obligations of
recipients thereof; or (4) raise novel
legal or policy issues arising out of legal
mandates, the President’s priorities, or
the principles set forth in the E.O.

The economic, interagency,
budgetary, legal, and policy
implications of this interim final rule
have been examined and it has been
determined that it is not a significant
regulatory action under E.O. 12866
because it is a non-discretionary action
that is dictated by the statutory
amendments to the CSA enacted by the
AIA. While not determined to be a
significant regulatory action, this action
has been reviewed by the OMB.

As explained above, DEA is obligated
to issue this interim final rule to revise
its regulations so that they are
consistent with the provisions of the
CSA that were amended by the AIA. In
issuing this interim final rule, DEA has
not gone beyond the statutory text
enacted by Congress. Thus, DEA would
have to issue this interim final rule
regardless of the outcome of the
agency’s regulatory analysis.
Nonetheless, DEA conducted this
analysis as discussed below.

Summary of Benefits and Costs

This analysis is limited to the
provisions of the AIA that are being
directly implemented by this DEA
interim final rule. DEA has reviewed
these regulatory changes and their
expected costs and benefits. Benefits, in
the form of cost savings realized by DEA
registrants handling previously
controlled substances, will be generated
as a direct result of the publication of
this interim final rule. DEA does not
expect there to be any costs associated
with the promulgation of this interim
final rule. The following is a summary;
a detailed economic analysis of the
interim final rule can be found in the
rulemaking docket at http://
www.regulations.gov.

The AIA’s revised definitions of
marihuana and tetrahydrocannabinols
effectively decontrol hemp as defined
under the AIA. DEA’s regulatory
authority over any plant with less than
0.3% THC content on a dry weight
basis, and any of the plant’s derivatives
under the 0.3% THC content limit, is
removed as a result. It is important to
note, however, that this does not mean
that hemp is not under federal
regulatory oversight. The AIA directs
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) to review and approve
commercial hemp production plans
developed by State, territory, and Indian
tribal agencies and to develop its own
production plan. 7 U.S.C. 1639p, 1639q.
Until these regulations are finalized,
State commercial hemp pilot programs
authorized under the 2014 Farm Bill are
still in effect and current participants
may proceed with plans to grow hemp
while new regulations are drafted.2 DEA
expects the USDA to assess the costs
and benefits of this new regulatory
apparatus once those rules are finalized.
For these reasons, DEA considers any
potential costs or benefits broadly
related to changes in the domestic
industrial hemp market due to the

2 See USDA, Hemp Production Program
Questions and Answers, https://www.ams.usda.gov/
publications/content/hemp-production-program-
questions-and-answers.
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decontrol of hemp, including but not
limited to the expansion in the number
of producers, consumer products, and
the impact on supply chains to be
outside the scope of this analysis.

To determine any cost savings
resulting from this decontrol action,
DEA analyzed its registration, import,
and export data. The removal of DEA’s
regulatory authority over hemp as
defined under the AIA will impact only
DEA registrants that currently import
viable hemp seed intended for
germination. Viable hemp seed was
classified as a schedule I controlled
substance prior to the amendments to
the CSA enacted by the AIA. The
importation and exportation of
controlled substances requires an
importer or exporter to first register with
DEA, and then apply and obtain a
permit to import or export controlled
substances for each shipment.3 The
decontrol of hemp with this interim
final rule means that viable hemp seed

is no longer subject to those schedule I
requirements, as long as the material
contains less than the 0.3% limit.

Based on the number of import and
export permits issued, DEA estimated
the number of import and export permit
applications that would no longer be
needed. DEA reviewed internal data
tracking the number of imports and
exports for hemp seed over a three year
period beginning January 1, 2016 and
ending December 31, 2018.4 During this
three year period, there was an average
of 88 import permits issued for hemp
seed per year, and no exports. These
import permits were issued only to
participants in state commercial hemp
pilot programs, including state
departments of agriculture and higher
education institutions, which are
considered ‘“‘fee exempt”, and do not
pay the $1,523 annual importer
registration fee.> However, fee-exempt
institutions are still required to obtain a
DEA registration and renew that

registration annually by filling out and
submitting DEA form 225a. DEA expects
these institutions to relinquish their
schedule I importer registrations as a
result of the promulgation of this
interim final rule.

DEA estimates the average annual cost
savings attributable to the elimination of
import permits for hemp seed, and the
elimination of annual registration
renewals for hemp seed importers to be
$3,225.6 This cost savings is realized
entirely by DEA registrants. Since the
anticipated reduction in import permits
and registration renewals being
processed is negligible relative to the
total amount of permits and renewals
processed by DEA annually, DEA is not
expected to experience a measurable
decrease in workflow or use of
resources, and therefore, will incur no
cost savings. The results of this analysis
are summarized below:

Average Annual Import Permit Application (DEA Form 357) Cost Savings

Estimated hourly wage ($/hour):7

Load for benefits (percent of labor rate): 8
Loaded labor rate ($/hour):®

Average hourly burden, per application:

Average annual # of import permit applications for hemp seed:

Average annual hemp seed import permit application labor costs: 10

Average annual mailing cost of hemp seed import permit applications: 11
Annual Registration Renewal Application (DEA Form 225a) Cost Savings

Estimated hourly wage ($/hour): 12

Load for benefits (percent of labor rate): 13

Loaded labor rate ($/hour): 14

# of Importers no longer requiring registration:

Average hourly burden, per application: 15

Average annual registration renewal application labor cost: 16

Total Annual Cost Savings:

$45.54
43%
$65.06
0.25

88
$1,431.32
$1,579.50

$59.56
43%
$85.09
21

0.12
$214.43

$3,225.25

This interim final rule removes FDA-
approved products containing CBD from
schedule V control, including controls
over the importation and exportation of
this class of drugs. There is currently
only one drug that meets these criteria
for decontrol.?” To determine any cost
savings resulting from this decontrol

3 See 21 CFR 1312.11(a), 1312.21(a).

4DEA import data is organized by drug code.
Hemp seed falls within drug code “7360—
Marihuana”.

5 See 21 CFR 1301.21(a)(1).

6Rounded down to the nearest whole dollar.

7Median hourly wage, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Occupational and Employment and Wages, May
2018, 11-3071 Transportation, Storage, and
Distribution Managers (http://www.bls.gov/oes/
current/oes_nat.htm). The DEA considers this
occupational category to be representative of the
type of employee that is likely to fill out and submit
import permits on behalf of a DEA registered
importer.

8 Bureau of Labor Statistics, “Employer Costs for
Employee Compensation—March 2019 (ECEC)
reports that average benefits for private industry is

action, DEA analyzed its registration,
import, and export data. DEA believes
all entities that currently handle FDA-
approved CBD products also handle
other controlled substances. This means
the decontrol of this product will not
allow these DEA registrants to benefit
from any registration-related cost

30% of total compensation. The 30% of total
compensation equates to 42.86% (30% / 70%) load
on wages and salaries.

9$45.54 x (1 + 0.4286) = $65.06.

10($65.06 x 0.25) x 88 = $1,431.32.

1191% of import permits are submitted via paper
form and delivered to DEA by an express carrier
with respondent-paid means for return delivery.
The estimated cost burden is $19.50 per response:
2 X% $9.75 = $19.50. $9.75 is based on a major
express carrier’s national 3-day flat rate for
envelopes. The DEA assumes that 91% of import
permits submitted in any given year incur this
mailing cost.

12Estimates are based on the population of the
regulated industry participating in these business
activities. The DEA assumes that a general and
operations manager (11-1021, 2018 Standard

savings. However, like importers of
viable hemp seed, importers and
exporters of FDA-approved CBD
products will no longer be required to
obtain import and export permits from
DEA.

DEA analyzed its internal import and
export data to identify the average

Occupational Classification) will complete the form
on behalf of the applicant or registrant.

13 Bureau of Labor Statistics, “Employer Costs for
Employee Compensation—March 2019” (ECEC)
reports that average benefits for private industry is
30% of total compensation. The 30% of total
compensation equates to 42.86% (30% / 70%) load
on wages and salaries.

14$59.56 x (1 + 0.4286) = $85.09.

15 The DEA assumes all forms are submitted
online.

16 ($85.09 x 0.5) X 21 = $214.43.

17 See FDA, Regulation of Cannabis and
Cannabis-Derived Products: Questions and
Answers, https://www.fda.gov/news-events/public-
health-focus/fda-regulation-cannabis-and-
cannabis-derived-products-questions-and-
answers#approved.


http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_nat.htm
http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_nat.htm
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/public-health-focus/fda-regulation-cannabis-and-cannabis-derived-products-questions-and-answers#approved
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/public-health-focus/fda-regulation-cannabis-and-cannabis-derived-products-questions-and-answers#approved
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/public-health-focus/fda-regulation-cannabis-and-cannabis-derived-products-questions-and-answers#approved
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number of permits issued for FDA-
approved CBD products over a three
year period beginning January 1, 2016
and ending December 31, 2018. During
this period there was an average of 52
import permits and one export permit
issued per year, the elimination of

which will result in an average annual
cost savings of $1,814.18 This cost
savings is realized entirely by DEA
registrants. Since the anticipated
reduction in import and export permits
being processed is negligible relative to
the total number of permits processed

by DEA annually, DEA is not expected
to experience a measurable decrease in
workflow or use of resources, and
therefore, will incur no cost savings.
The results of this analysis are
summarized below:

Average Annual Import Permit Application (DEA Form 357) Cost Savings

Estimated hourly wage ($/hour):7

Load for benefits (percent of labor rate): 8
Loaded labor rate ($/hour):®

Average hourly burden, per application:

Average annual # of import permit applications for FDA-approved CBD:
Average annual FDA-approved CBD import permit application labor costs: 19
Average annual mailing cost for import permit applications: 1120

Average Annual Export Permit Application (DEA Form 161) Cost Savings

Estimated hourly wage ($/hour):7

Load for benefits (percent of labor rate): 8
Loaded labor rate ($/hour):®

Average hourly burden, per collection:

Average annual # of export permit applications for FD-approved CBD:
Average annual FDA-approved CBD export permit application labor costs: 21
Average annual mailing cost of export permit applications: 1

Total Annual Cost Savings:

$45.54
43%
$65.06
0.25

52
$845.74
$916.50

$45.54
43%
$65.06
0.5

1
$32.53
$19.50

$1,814.27

This interim final rule amends the
definition of marihuana extract to
conform to the revised definitions of
marihuana and tetrahydrocannabinols.
This revised definition now includes
the 0.3%-THC content limit for the
extract, meaning hemp-derived extracts
containing less than 0.3%-THC content
are also decontrolled along with the
plant itself. As discussed previously, the
production of hemp and its extracts as
defined under the AIA now falls under
the same regulatory oversight shared
between the States, territories, and
Indian tribal agencies, and the USDA.
The FDA also affirms its regulatory
oversight over cannabis-derived
compounds, such as CBD, whether or
not these compounds are “classified as
hemp under the 2018 Farm Bill.”” 22 For
these reasons, DEA considers any
potential costs or benefits broadly
related to changes in the markets for
domestic hemp extracts due to their
decontrol, including but not limited to
the expansion in the number of
producers, consumer products, and the
impact on supply chains to be outside
the scope of this analysis.

Like FDA-approved CBD products
and viable hemp seeds, entities no

longer require a DEA registration or
import and export permits to handle
hemp extract that does not exceed the
statutory 0.3% THC limit. DEA’s import
and export data does capture a minimal
number of instances of the importation
and exportation of CBD; however, this
data does not detail whether or not the
CBD was derived from Cannabis sativa
L. plants containing less than 0.3% THC
content. For this reason, DEA does not
have a good basis to estimate the annual
number of imported or exported hemp-
derived extracts that no longer require
permits as a result of the promulgation
of this interim final rule, but after
reviewing its data, believes this number
to be minimal. Therefore, DEA
concludes that this provision of the
interim final rule is likely to result in a
minimal benefit to DEA registrants, but
DEA does not have a good basis to
quantify this amount.

As part of its core function, DEA’s
Diversion Control Division is
responsible for managing over 1.8
million DEA registrations, processing
new and renewal registration
applications, processing registration
modification requests, issuing
certificates of registration, issuing

import and export permits, issuing
renewal notifications, conducting due
diligence, maintaining and operating
supporting information systems, etc.
Therefore, DEA does not anticipate it
will realize any measurable cost savings
to the government as a result of the
negligible decreases in registrant
services resulting from the promulgation
of this interim final rule.

As described above, DEA estimates
the average annual benefit in the form
of cost savings to DEA registrants as a
result of the promulgation of this
interim final rule to be $5,039.23 DEA
calculated the present value of this cost
savings over a 20 year period at a 3
percent and 7 percent discount rate. At
a 3 percent discount rate, the present
value of benefits is $74,968, while the
present value of costs is $0, making the
net present value (NPV) $74,968. Ata 7
percent discount rate, the present value
of benefits is $53,383, the present value
of costs is $0, making the NPV is
$53,383.24 The table below summarizes
the present value and annualized
benefit calculations.

DISCOUNT RALE ...ttt st e e e h e e e b e e e e e e b e e s ae e et e e s s b e e s b e e sane e abe e s be e beesaneas 3% 7%
Annual benefit ($) .............. 5,039 5,039
Present value of benefits ($) 74,968 53,383
Present value of costs ($) .... 0 0
B (== L= TP TP OROP PPN 20 20

18 Rounded down to the nearest whole number.

19 ($65.06 X 0.25) X 52 = $845.74.

2052 x .91 = 47 (rounded down) permits mailed
per year; 47 x $19.50 = $916.50.

21($65.06 x 0.5) X 1 = $32.53.
22 ]bid.
23 The total average annual cost savings resulting

from the decontrol of viable hemp seed ($3,225) and

FDA-approved CBD products ($1,814).

24 See Office of Mgmt. & Budget, Exec. Office of
the President, OMB Circular A—4, Regulatory
Analysis (2003).
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Net present value ($)

............................................................................................................................................... \ 74,968 \

53,383

Figures are rounded.

E.O. 13771 deregulatory actions are
final actions that have totals costs less
than zero. Also, under E.O. 13771,
regulatory actions that expand
production options, which are
considered to be “enabling rules,”
generally qualify as E.O. 13771
deregulatory actions. This interim final
rule decontrols hemp, hemp extracts
and FDA-approved products containing
CBD, and it results in cost savings to the
public, as discussed above. Accordingly,
DEA has determined that this interim
final rule is an E.O. 13771 Deregulatory
Action.

Executive Order 12988

This interim final rule meets the
applicable standards set forth in
sections 3(a) and 3(b)(2) of E.O. 12988,
Civil Justice Reform, to eliminate
ambiguity, minimize litigation, establish
clear legal standards, and reduce
burdens.

Executive Order 13132

This rulemaking does not preempt or
modify any provision of State law,
impose enforcement responsibilities on
any State, or diminish the power of any
State to enforce its own laws.
Accordingly, this rulemaking does not
have federalism implications warranting
the application of E.O. 13132.

Executive Order 13175

This interim final rule is required by
statute, and will not have tribal
implications or impose substantial
direct compliance costs on Indian tribal
governments.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)
applies to rules that are subject to notice
and comment under section 553(b) of
the Administrative Procedure Act (5
U.S.C. 553). As explained in the interim
final rule, DEA determined that there
was good cause to exempt this interim
final rule from pre-publication notice
and comment. Consequently, the RFA
does not apply to this interim final rule.

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

This interim final rule does not
involve a collection of information
within the meaning of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C. 3501—
21.

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995

This interim final rule will not result
in the expenditure by State, local, and
tribal governments, in the aggregate, or

by the private sector, of $136,000,000 or
more (adjusted for inflation) in any one
year, and will not significantly or
uniquely affect small governments.
Therefore, no actions were deemed
necessary under the provisions of the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of
1995. 2 U.S.C. 1532.

Congressional Review Act

This interim final rule is not a major
rule as defined by the Congressional
Review Act (CRA) (5 U.S.C. 804). DEA
is submitting the required reports with
a copy of this interim final rule to both
Houses of Congress and to the
Comptroller General.

List of Subjects
21 CFR Part 1308

Administrative practice and
procedure; Drug traffic control;
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

21 CFR Part 1312

Administrative practice and
procedure; Drug traffic control; Exports;
Imports; Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

For the reasons set forth above, 21
CFR parts 1308 and 1312 are amended
as follows:

PART 1308—SCHEDULES OF
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

m 1. The authority citation for part 1308
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 811, 812, 871(b),
956(b).

m 2.In § 1308.11, paragraphs (d)(31) and
(58) are revised to read as follows:

§1308.11 Schedule l.

* * * * *

(d)* * =
(31) Tetrahydrocannabinols ...... 7370
(i) Meaning tetrahydrocannabinols,

except as in paragraph (d)(31)(ii) of this

section, naturally contained in a plant of
the genus Cannabis (cannabis plant), as
well as synthetic equivalents of the
substances contained in the cannabis
plant, or in the resinous extractives of
such plant, and/or synthetic substances,
derivatives, and their isomers with
similar chemical structure and
pharmacological activity to those
substances contained in the plant, such
as the following:

1 cis or trans tetrahydrocannabinol, and
their optical isomers

6 cis or trans tetrahydrocannabinol, and
their optical isomers

3, 4 cis or trans tetrahydrocannabinol,
and its optical isomers

(Since nomenclature of these substances
is not internationally standardized,
compounds of these structures,
regardless of numerical designation of
atomic positions covered.)

(ii) Tetrahydrocannabinols does not
include any material, compound,
mixture, or preparation that falls within
the definition of hemp set forth in 7
U.S.C. 16390.

* * * * *

(58) Marihuana Extract ...... 7350

Meaning an extract containing one or
more cannabinoids that has been
derived from any plant of the genus
Cannabis, containing greater than 0.3%
delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol on a dry
weight basis, other than the separated
resin (whether crude or purified)
obtained from the plant.

* * * * *

§1308.15 [Amended]

m 3.In § 1308.15, paragraph (f) is
removed.

PART 1312—IMPORTATION AND
EXPORTATION OF CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES

m 4. The authority citation for part 1312
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 821, 871(b), 952, 953,
954, 957, 958.

§1312.30 [Amended]

m 5.In § 1312.30, paragraph (b) is
removed and reserved.

Timothy J. Shea,

Acting Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2020-17356 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4410-09-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army, Corps of
Engineers

32 CFR Part 625
[Docket ID: USA-2020-HQ-0010]
RIN 0702—-AA98

Surface Transportation—
Administrative Vehicle Management

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Department of Defense (DoD).
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ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This final rule removes the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ part
titled Surface Transportation—
Administrative Vehicle Management.
This part is out-of-date and otherwise
covers internal agency operations that
have no public compliance component
or adverse public impact. Therefore, this
part can be removed from the CFR.
DATES: This rule is effective on August
21, 2020.

ADDRESSES: Department of the Army,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ATTN:
CECW-P (Ms. Patricia Mutschler), 441 G
Street NW, Washington, DC 20314—
1000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Patricia Mutschler at 202—-761-4744 or
by email at Patricia.L.Mutschler@
usace.army.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This final
rule removes the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ 32 CFR part 625, Surface
Transportation—Administrative Vehicle
Management. The solicitation of public
comment is unnecessary as each
removed section in this part is out-of-
date and otherwise covers internal
agency operations that have no public
compliance component or adverse
public impact. The regulation was
initially promulgated on November 2,
1979 (44 FR 63099) to provide guidance
and authorize dependents to accompany
a Corps employee on Temporary Duty
(TDY) in a Government-owned or leased
motor vehicle. The regulation was
promulgated for transparency purposes
despite the content being directed solely
to the issuing agency with no impact to
the public.

The removal of 32 CFR part 625 will
bring the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
into compliance with DoD Manual
4500.36, ““Acquisition, Management,
and Use of DoD Non-Tactical Vehicles”
(available at https://www.esd.whs.mil/
Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/
dodm/450036m.pdfrver=2018-12-20-
085741-153); and Army Regulation 58—
1, “Management, Acquisition, and Use
of Motor Vehicles” (available at https://
api.army.mil/e2/c/downloads/
455098.pdf), which do not allow for the
transportation of dependents in non-
tactical vehicles provided for DoD
personnel when on Temporary Duty
(TDY).

This removal is being conducted to
provide clarity and reduce confusion for
the public as well as for the Corps
regarding the current policy which
governs the Corps’ use of non-tactical
vehicles. The removal of the regulation
will ensure the Corps’ policy complies
with existing DoD and Army internal

agency guidance which has no future
effect on the behavior of regulated
parties and which can be found at the
sources provided in this SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section. In an effort to
reduce the number of regulations the
Corps has promulgated, the removal of
an out-of-date regulation which is also
out of compliance with current agency
policy is appropriate. The regulation
does not place a burden on the public;
therefore, its removal does not provide
a reduction in public burden or costs.

This rule is not significant under
Executive Order (E.O.) 12866,
“Regulatory Planning and Review.”
Therefore, the requirements of E.O.
13771, ‘“Reducing Regulation and
Controlling Regulatory Costs,”” do not
apply.

This removal supports a
recommendation of the DoD Regulatory
Reform Task Force.

List of Subjects in 32 CFR part 625

Engineers Corps, Government
employees, Government property
management, Motor vehicles.

Accordingly, for the reasons stated in
the preamble and under the authority of
5 U.S.C. 301, the Corps of Engineers
removes 32 CFR part 625.

Dated: July 28, 2020.

Brenda S. Bowen,

Army Federal Register Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 2020-16695 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3720-58-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 100
[Docket Number USCG-2020-0518]
RIN 1625-AA08

Special Local Regulation; Cumberland
River, Hendersonville, TN

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.
ACTION: Temporary final rule.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is issuing a
marine event permit for the Waddle &
Reed Inc. Boat in Movie, and
establishing a temporary special local
regulation for navigable waters on the
Cumberland River from mile marker
(MM) 236.0 to MM 237.5. The special
local regulation is needed to protect
personnel, vessels, and the marine
environment from potential hazards
created by the Boat in Movie night on
August 22, 2020. Entry of vessels or
persons into this zone is prohibited

unless specifically authorized by the
Captain of the Port Sector Ohio Valley.

DATES: This rule is effective without
actual notice from 7:30 p.m. until 9:30
p-m. on August 22, 2020.

ADDRESSES: To view documents
mentioned in this preamble as being
available in the docket, go to https://
www.regulations.gov, type USCG—2020—
0518 in the “SEARCH” box and click
“SEARCH.” Click on Open Docket
Folder on the line associated with this
rule.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this rule, call or
email Petty Officer First Class Nicholas
Jones, Marine Safety Detachment
Nashville, U.S. Coast Guard; telephone
615—736—5421, email Nicholas.].Jones@
uscg.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Table of Abbreviations

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

DHS Department of Homeland Security
FR Federal Register

NPRM Notice of proposed rulemaking
§ Section

U.S.C. United States Code

II. Background Information and
Regulatory History

The Coast Guard is issuing this
temporary rule without prior notice and
opportunity to comment pursuant to
authority under section 4(a) of the
Administrative Procedure Act (APA) (5
U.S.C. 553(b)). This provision
authorizes an agency to issue a rule
without prior notice and opportunity to
comment when the agency for good
cause finds that those procedures are
“impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary
to the public interest.” Under 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(B), the Coast Guard finds that
good cause exists for not publishing a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)
with respect to this rule because of the
hazards associated with the Boat in
Movie night, and the need to address
public safety via the implementation of
a special local regulation. It is
impracticable to publish an NPRM
because we must establish this special
local regulation by August 22, 2020.

Under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), the Coast
Guard finds that good cause exists for
making this rule effective less than 30
days after publication in the Federal
Register. Delaying the effective date of
this rule would be impracticable and
contrary to the public interest.

III. Legal Authority and Need for Rule

The Coast Guard is issuing this rule
under authority in 46 U.S.C. 70034
(previously 33 U.S.C. 1231). The
Captain of the Port Sector Ohio Valley


https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodm/450036m.pdf?ver=2018-12-20-085741-153
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https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodm/450036m.pdf?ver=2018-12-20-085741-153
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodm/450036m.pdf?ver=2018-12-20-085741-153
https://api.army.mil/e2/c/downloads/455098.pdf
https://api.army.mil/e2/c/downloads/455098.pdf
https://api.army.mil/e2/c/downloads/455098.pdf
mailto:Patricia.L.Mutschler@usace.army.mil
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(COTP) has determined that potential
hazards associated with the Boat in
Movie night marine event will be a
safety concern, and is establishing a
special local regulation from mile
marker (MM) 236.0 to 237.5 on the
Cumberland River. This rule is needed
to protect personnel, vessels, and the
marine environment in the navigable
waters for the duration of the event.

IV. Discussion of the Rule

This rule establishes a special local
regulation from 7:30 p.m. until 9:30
p-m. on August 22, 2020. The special
local regulation will cover all navigable
waters between miles 236.0 to 237.5 on
the Cumberland River. The duration of
the zone is intended to protect
personnel, vessels, and the marine
environment in these navigable waters
for the duration of the event. No vessel
or person will be permitted to enter the
regulated zone without obtaining
permission from the COTP or a
designated representative.

V. Regulatory Analyses

We developed this rule after
considering numerous statutes and
Executive orders related to rulemaking.
Below we summarize our analyses
based on a number of these statutes and
Executive orders, and we discuss First
Amendment rights of protestors.

A. Regulatory Planning and Review

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess the costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits.
Executive Order 13771 directs agencies
to control regulatory costs through a
budgeting process. This rule has not
been designated a “‘significant
regulatory action,” under Executive
Order 12866. Accordingly, this rule has
not been reviewed by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), and
pursuant to OMB guidance it is exempt
from the requirements of Executive
Order 13771.

This regulatory action determination
is based on the size, location, duration,
and time-of-day of the special local
regulation. This special local regulation
restricts transit on a one and a half-mile
segment of the Cumberland River for
two hours on one day. Moreover, the
Coast Guard would issue Broadcast
Notices to Mariners (BNMs), Local
Notices to Mariners (LNMs), and Marine
Safety Information Bulletins (MSIBs)
about this special local regulation so
that waterway users may plan
accordingly for this short restriction on

transit, and the rule would allow vessels
to request permission to enter the zone.

B. Impact on Small Entities

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of
1980, 5 U.S.C. 601-612, as amended,
requires Federal agencies to consider
the potential impact of regulations on
small entities during rulemaking. The
term ““small entities” comprises small
businesses, not-for-profit organizations
that are independently owned and
operated and are not dominant in their
fields, and governmental jurisdictions
with populations of less than 50,000.
The Coast Guard certifies under 5 U.S.C.
605(b) that this rule will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

While some owners or operators of
vessels intending to transit the special
local regulation may be small entities,
for the reasons stated in section V.A
above, this rule will not have a
significant economic impact on any
vessel owner or operator.

Under section 213(a) of the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104-121),
we want to assist small entities in
understanding this rule. If the rule
would affect your small business,
organization, or governmental
jurisdiction and you have questions
concerning its provisions or options for
compliance, please contact the person
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section.

Small businesses may send comments
on the actions of Federal employees
who enforce, or otherwise determine
compliance with, Federal regulations to
the Small Business and Agriculture
Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman
and the Regional Small Business
Regulatory Fairness Boards. The
Ombudsman evaluates these actions
annually and rates each agency’s
responsiveness to small business. If you
wish to comment on actions by
employees of the Coast Guard, call 1-
888—-REG-FAIR (1-888—734-3247). The
Coast Guard will not retaliate against
small entities that question or complain
about this rule or any policy or action
of the Coast Guard.

C. Collection of Information

This rule will not call for a new
collection of information under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501-3520).

D. Federalism and Indian Tribal
Governments

A rule has implications for federalism
under Executive Order 13132,
Federalism, if it has a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship

between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. We have
analyzed this rule under that Order and
have determined that it is consistent
with the fundamental federalism
principles and preemption requirements
described in Executive Order 13132.

Also, this rule does not have tribal
implications under Executive Order
13175, Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments,
because it does not have a substantial
direct effect on one or more Indian
tribes, on the relationship between the
Federal Government and Indian tribes,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes. If you
believe this rule has implications for
federalism or Indian tribes, please
contact the person listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section
above.

E. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531-1538) requires
Federal agencies to assess the effects of
their discretionary regulatory actions. In
particular, the Act addresses actions
that may result in the expenditure by a
State, local, or tribal government, in the
aggregate, or by the private sector of
$100,000,000 (adjusted for inflation) or
more in any one year. Though this rule
will not result in such an expenditure,
we do discuss the effects of this rule
elsewhere in this preamble.

F. Environment

We have analyzed this rule under
Department of Homeland Security
Directive 023-01 and Environmental
Planning COMDTINST 5090.1 (series),
which guide the Coast Guard in
complying with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969(42
U.S.C. 4321-4370f), and have
determined that this action is one of a
category of actions that do not
individually or cumulatively have a
significant effect on the human
environment. This rule involves a
special local regulation lasting two
hours that will prohibit entry from mile
236.0 to 237.5 on the Cumberland River.
It is categorically excluded from further
review under paragraph L61 in Table 3—
1 of U.S. Coast Guard Environmental
Planning Implementing Procedures
5090.1. A Record of Environmental
Consideration supporting this
determination is available in the docket
where indicated under ADDRESSES.
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G. Protest Activities

The Coast Guard respects the First
Amendment rights of protesters.
Protesters are asked to contact the
person listed in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section to
coordinate protest activities so that your
message can be received without
jeopardizing the safety or security of
people, places or vessels.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 100

Marine safety, Navigation (water),
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Waterways.

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Coast Guard amends 33
CFR part 100 as follows:

PART 100—REGATTAS AND MARINE
PARDES

m 1. The authority citation for part 100
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 70041; 33 CFR 1.05—
1.

m 2. Add § 100.T08—0518 to read as
follows:

§100.T08-0518 Special Local Regulation;
Cumberland River, Hendersonville, TN

(a) Location. The Cumberland River,
miles 236.0 to 237.5.

(b) Periods of enforcement. This
temporary special local regulation will
be enforced from 7:30 p.m. until 9:30
p-m. on August 22, 2020.

(c) Regulations. (1) In accordance with
the general regulations in § 165.23 of
this part, entry into this zone is
prohibited unless specifically
authorized by the Captain of the Port
Sector Ohio Valley (COTP) or
designated personnel. Moreover,
persons or vessels desiring to enter into
or pass through the zone must request
permission from the COTP Sector Ohio
Valley or a designated representative.
They may be contacted on VHF-FM
radio channel 16 or phone at 1-800—
253-7465

(2) Persons and vessels permitted to
deviate from the special local regulation
requirements as well as enter the
restricted area must transit at the
slowest safe speed and comply with all
lawful directions issued by the COTP
Sector Ohio Valley or a designated
representative.

(d) Informational broadcasts. The
COTP Sector Ohio Valley or a
designated representative will inform
the public through broadcast notices to
mariners of the enforcement period for
the special local regulation, as well as
any changes in the dates and times of
enforcement.

Dated: August 14, 2020.
A.M. Beach,

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Captain of the
Port Sector Ohio Valley.

[FR Doc. 2020-18316 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 165
[Docket Number USCG-2020-0415]
RIN 1625-AA00

Emergency Safety Zone; Lower
Mississippi River, Rosedale, MS

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.
ACTION: Temporary final rule.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is
establishing a temporary safety zone for
emergency purposes for all waters of the
Lower Mississippi River (LMR),
extending from River Mile Marker (MM)
592.0 to MM 595.0. The emergency
safety zone is needed to protect persons,
property, infrastructure, and the marine
environment from the potential safety
hazards associated with the salvage and
diving effort of two sunken barges at
MM 593.5, in the vicinity of the Victoria
Bend Revetment, Rosedale, Mississippi.
Deviation from the safety zone is
prohibited unless specifically
authorized by the Captain of the Port
Lower Mississippi River or a designated
representative.

DATES: This rule is effective without
actual notice from August 21, 2020
through August 31, 2020, or until all
salvage and diving work is complete,
whichever occurs earlier. For purposes
of enforcement, actual notice will be
used from August 3, 2020 through
August 21, 2020.

ADDRESSES: To view documents
mentioned in this preamble as being
available in the docket, go to https://
www.regulations.gov, type USCG-2020—
0415 in the “SEARCH” box and click
“SEARCH.” Click on Open Docket
Folder on the line associated with this
rule.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this rule, call or
email LT Adam J. Paz, U.S. Coast Guard;
telephone 901-521-4825, email
adam.j.paz@uscg.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Table of Abbreviations

CFR Code of Federal Regulations
COTP Captain of the Port
DHS Department of Homeland Security

FR Federal Register

LMR Lower Mississippi River

MM River Mile Marker

NPRM Notice of proposed rulemaking
§ Section

U.S.C. United States Code

II. Background Information and
Regulatory History

The Coast Guard is issuing this
temporary rule without prior notice and
opportunity to comment pursuant to
authority under section 4(a) of the
Administrative Procedure Act (APA) (5
U.S.C. 553(b)). This provision
authorizes an agency to issue a rule
without prior notice and opportunity to
comment when the agency for good
cause finds that those procedures are
“impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary
to the public interest.” Under 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(B), the Coast Guard finds that
good cause exists for not publishing a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)
with respect to this rule because salvage
efforts for two sunken barges mid-river
will impede the safe navigation of vessel
traffic, and immediate action is needed
to protect persons and property.
Completing the full NPRM process is
impracticable because we must establish
this safety zone by August 3, 2020.

Under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), the Coast
Guard finds that good cause exists for
making this rule effective less than 30
days after publication in the Federal
Register. Delaying the effective date of
this rule would be impracticable and
contrary to the public interest because
immediate action is needed to respond
to the potential safety hazards
associated with salvage operations in
the vicinity of Victoria Bend Revetment.

IIL. Legal Authority and Need for Rule

The Coast Guard is issuing this rule
under authority in 46 U.S.C. 70034
(previously 33 U.S.C. 1231). The
Captain of the Port (COTP) Lower
Mississippi River (LMR) has determined
that potential hazards associated with
the salvage of two sunken barges will be
a safety concern for anyone within a one
and one-half mile radius of the salvage
and diving vessels and machinery. This
rule is needed to protect persons,
property, infrastructure, and the marine
environment in all waters of the LMR
within the safety zone while the salvage
and diving work is being conducted.

IV. Discussion of the Rule

This rule establishes a temporary
emergency safety zone from August 3,
2020 through August 31, 2020, or until
all salvage and diving work is complete,
whichever occurs earlier. The safety
zone will cover all waters of the LMR
from MM 592.0 to MM 595.0, extending
the entire width of the river. The safety
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zone will only be activated during
daylight hours when salvage work
precludes safe navigation of the
established channel. The duration of the
zone is intended to protect persons,
property, infrastructure, and the marine
environment in these navigable waters
while salvage and diving work is being
conducted. No vessel or person will be
permitted to enter the safety zone
without obtaining permission from the
COTP or a designated representative.

V. Regulatory Analyses

We developed this rule after
considering numerous statutes and
Executive Orders related to rulemaking.
Below we summarize our analyses
based on a number of these statutes and
Executive Orders, and we discuss First
Amendment rights of protestors.

A. Regulatory Planning and Review

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess the costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits.
Executive Order 13771 directs agencies
to control regulatory costs through a
budgeting process. This rule has not
been designated a “‘significant
regulatory action,” under Executive
Order 12866. Accordingly, this rule has
not been reviewed by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), and
pursuant to OMB guidance it is exempt
from the requirements of Executive
Order 13771.

This regulatory action determination
is based on the size, location, and
duration of the safety zone. This
emergency safety zone will temporarily
restrict navigation during daylight hours
on the LMR from MM 592.0 to MM
595.0 in the vicinity of Rosedale,
Mississippi, from August 3, 2020
through August 31, 2020, or until all
salvage and diving work is complete,
whichever occurs earlier. The Coast
Guard will issue a Broadcast Notice to
Mariners via VHF-FM marine channel
16 informing the public of the times that
the zone will be activated, and the rule
would allow vessels to seek permission
to enter the zone on a case-by-case basis.

B. Impact on Small Entities

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of
1980, 5 U.S.C. 601-612, as amended,
requires Federal agencies to consider
the potential impact of regulations on
small entities during rulemaking. The
term ‘“‘small entities” comprises small
businesses, not-for-profit organizations
that are independently owned and
operated and are not dominant in their
fields, and governmental jurisdictions

with populations of less than 50,000.
The Coast Guard certifies under 5 U.S.C.
605(b) that this rule will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

While some owners or operators of
vessels intending to transit the safety
zone may be small entities, for the
reasons stated in section V.A above, this
rule will not have a significant
economic impact on any vessel owner
or operator.

Under section 213(a) of the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996 (Public Law 104—
121), we want to assist small entities in
understanding this rule. If the rule
would affect your small business,
organization, or governmental
jurisdiction and you have questions
concerning its provisions or options for
compliance, please call or email the
person listed in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section.

Small businesses may send comments
on the actions of Federal employees
who enforce, or otherwise determine
compliance with, Federal regulations to
the Small Business and Agriculture
Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman
and the Regional Small Business
Regulatory Fairness Boards. The
Ombudsman evaluates these actions
annually and rates each agency’s
responsiveness to small business. If you
wish to comment on actions by
employees of the Coast Guard, call 1-
888—REG-FAIR (1-888-734—3247). The
Coast Guard will not retaliate against
small entities that question or complain
about this rule or any policy or action
of the Coast Guard.

C. Collection of Information

This rule will not call for a new
collection of information under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501-3520).

D. Federalism and Indian Tribal
Governments

A rule has implications for federalism
under Executive Order 13132,
Federalism, if it has a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the National Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. We have
analyzed this rule under that Order and
have determined that it is consistent
with the fundamental federalism
principles and preemption requirements
described in Executive Order 13132.

Also, this rule does not have tribal
implications under Executive Order
13175, Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments,
because it does not have a substantial

direct effect on one or more Indian
tribes, on the relationship between the
Federal Government and Indian tribes,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes.

E. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531-1538) requires
Federal agencies to assess the effects of
their discretionary regulatory actions. In
particular, the Act addresses actions
that may result in the expenditure by a
State, local, or tribal government, in the
aggregate, or by the private sector of
$100,000,000 (adjusted for inflation) or
more in any one year. Though this rule
will not result in such an expenditure,
we do discuss the effects of this rule
elsewhere in this preamble.

F. Environment

We have analyzed this rule under
Department of Homeland Security
Directive 023-01, Rev. 1, associated
implementing instructions, and
Environmental Planning COMDTINST
5090.1 (series), which guide the Coast
Guard in complying with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321—-4370f), and have
determined that this action is one of a
category of actions that do not
individually or cumulatively have a
significant effect on the human
environment. This rule involves a
temporary emergency safety zone on the
LMR from MM 592.0 to MM 595.0, that
will prohibit entry into this zone unless
permission has been granted by the
COTP Lower Mississippi or a designated
representative. The safety zone will only
be enforced for short durations during
daylight hours while salvage and diving
work precludes the safe navigation of
the established channel. It is
categorically excluded from further
review under paragraph L60(d) of
Appendix A, Table 1 of DHS Instruction
Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 1. A
Record of Environmental Consideration
supporting this determination is
available in the docket. For instructions
on locating the docket, see the
ADDRESSES section of this preamble.

G. Protest Activities

The Coast Guard respects the First
Amendment rights of protesters.
Protesters are asked to call or email the
person listed in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section to
coordinate protest activities so that your
message can be received without
jeopardizing the safety or security of
people, places or vessels.
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List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 165

Harbors, Marine safety, Navigation
(water), Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Security measures,
Waterways.

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Coast Guard amends 33
CFR part 165 as follows:

PART 165—REGULATED NAVIGATION
AREAS AND LIMITED ACCESS
AREAS.

m 1. The authority citation for Part 165
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 46 U.S.C. 70034, 70051; 33 CFR
1.05-1, 6.04—1, 6.04—6, and 160.5;
Department of Homeland Security Delegation
No. 0170.1.

m 2. Add § 165.T08—-0415 to read as
follows:

§165.T08-0415 Emergency Safety Zone;
Lower Mississippi River, Rosedale, MS.

(a) Location. The following area is a
safety zone: All waters of the
Mississippi River from MM 592.0 to
MM 595.0.

(b) Regulations. (1) Under the general
safety zone regulations in subpart C of
this part, you may not enter the safety
zone described in paragraph (a) of this
section unless authorized by the COTP

or the COTP’s designated representative.

(2) To seek permission to enter,
contact the COTP or the COTP’s
representative by telephone or email.
Those in the safety zone must comply
with all lawful orders or directions
given to them by the COTP or the
COTP’s designated representative.

(c) Enforcement period. This section
will be enforced as needed during
daylight hours from August 3, 2020
through August 31, 2020, or until all
salvage and diving work is complete,
whichever occurs earlier. Periods of
activation will be promulgated by
Broadcast Notice to Mariners.

Dated: July 30, 2020.
R.S. Rhodes,

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Captain of the
Port Lower Mississippi River.

[FR Doc. 2020-17482 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Parts 1, 49, 71, and 124

[EPA-HQ-OGC—2019-0406; FRL 10012-97—
0GC]

Streamlining Procedures for Permit
Appeals

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The action finalizes a
procedural rule to streamline and
modernize the Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) permit
appeal process and ensure that appeals
are decided consistent with the
authority delegated from the
Administrator by modifying existing
procedural requirements and realigning
prior delegations. This final procedural
rule applies to permits issued by or on
behalf of EPA under the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Water Act, the Safe Drinking
Water Act, and the Resources
Conservation and Recovery Act.

DATES: This final rule is effective on
September 21, 2020.

ADDRESSES: The EPA has established a
docket for this action under Docket ID
No. EPA-HQ-0GC-2019-0406. All
documents in the docket are listed on
the https://www.regulations.gov
website. Although listed in the index,
some information is not publicly
available, e.g., CBI or other information

whose disclosure is restricted by statute.

Certain other material, such as
copyrighted material, is not placed on
the internet and will be publicly
available only in hard copy form.
Publicly available docket materials are
available electronically through https://
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mark Talty, Office of General Counsel,
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20460; (202) 564—2751; email
address: staff_ogc@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Organization of This Document. The
following outline is provided to aid in
locating information in this preamble.

I. General Information
A. Does this action apply to me?
B. What is the Agency’s authority for
taking this action?
II. Background
A. What changes did the Agency propose
in its December 3, 2019 proposal?
B. What action is the Agency taking today?
[I. Summary of the Final Rule
A. What are the key elements of this final
rule?
1. Clarifying the EAB’s Scope of Review in
Permit Appeals
2. Reforming Amicus Curiae Participation
3. Eliminating Sua Sponte Review
4. Expediting the Appeal Process
5. 12-Year Terms for EAB Judges
6. Designating EAB Decisions for
Publication
7. Administrator’s Legal Interpretations
B. How does this final rule affect pending
appeals?
C. Why is EPA finalizing these reforms?
IV. Statutory and Executive Orders

I. General Information

A. Does this action apply to me?

This rule modifies the rules of
practice governing certain
administrative appeals handled by the
Environmental Appeals Board (EAB)
under 40 CFR 124.19 and other
regulations listed below. It applies to
persons and entities that seek to
challenge EPA permitting decisions
under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) program of
the Clean Water Act, the Safe Drinking
Water Act’s Underground Injection
Control (UIC) program, and the
Resources Conservation and Recovery
Act (RCRA), including Remedial Action
Plans, 40 CFR 270.42(f) and 270.155. It
also applies to persons or entities that
seek to challenge the following EPA
permitting decisions under the Clean
Air Act: Prevention of Significant
Deterioration permits, 40 CFR 52.21(q),
Outer Continental Shelf permits, 40 CFR
55.6(a)(3); Title V permits, 40 CFR
71.11(]); Tribal Major Non-Attainment
NSR permits, 40 CFR 49.172(d)(5); and
Tribal Minor NSR permits, 40 CFR
49.159(d).

With exception of section III.A.7
(Administrator’s Legal Interpretations)
of this preamble, nothing in this
proposal affects the EAB’s adjudication
of enforcement appeals.

B. What is the Agency’s authority for
taking this action?

EPA’s authority to issue this
procedural rule is contained in Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act, 42
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.; Safe Drinking Water
Act, 42 U.S.C. 300(f) et seq.; Clean
Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 ef seq.; and
Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. 1857 et seq.
EPA is also issuing this rule under its
general housekeeping authority. The
Federal Housekeeping Statute provides
that “[t]he head of an Executive
department or military department may
prescribe regulations for the government
of his department, the conduct of its
employees, the distribution and
performance of its business, and the
custody, use, and preservation of its
records, papers, and property.” EPA is
not one of the 15 “Executive
Departments” listed at 5 U.S.C. 301.
However, EPA gained housekeeping
authority through the Reorganization
Plan No. 3 of 1970, 84 Stat. 2086 (July
9, 1970). The Office of Legal Counsel
has opined that the Reorganization Plan
“conveyl[s] to the [EPA] Administrator
all of the housekeeping authority
available to other department heads
under section 301" and demonstrates
that “Congress has vested the
Administrator with the authority to run
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EPA, to exercise its functions, and to
issue regulations incidental to the
performance of those functions.” 1

II. Background

A. What changes did the Agency
propose in its December 3, 2019
proposal?

EPA proposed a rule of agency
organization, procedure or practice that
sought to change the administrative
exhaustion requirements for permit
appeals, revise existing appeal
procedures and provide greater
accountability for those exercising
delegated authority over administrative
appeals more generally. Although not
subject to the notice and comment
requirements of the Administrative
Procedure Act, the Agency nonetheless
voluntarily sought comment because it
believes that the information and
opinions supplied by the public would
help inform the Agency’s views.

On December 3, 2019, EPA proposed
the creation of a new, time-limited
alternative dispute resolution process
(ADR process) as a precondition to
judicial review. Under the proposal, the
parties in the ADR process could have
agreed by unanimous consent to either
extend the ADR process or proceed with
an appeal before the Environmental
Appeals Board (EAB). If the parties did
not agree to proceed with either the
ADR process or an EAB appeal, the
permit would have become final and
could be challenged in federal court.
EPA also proposed to amend the appeal
process to clarify the scope and
standard of EAB review, remove a
provision authorizing participation in
appeals by amicus curiae, and eliminate
the EAB’s authority to review Regional
permit decisions on its own initiative,
even absent an appeal. To promote
internal efficiencies, EPA also proposed
to establish a 60-day deadline for the
EAB to issue a final decision once an
appeal had been fully briefed and
argued and to limit the length of EAB
opinions to only as long as necessary to
address the issues raised in an appeal;
EPA also proposed to limit the
availability of extensions to file briefs.
The proposed rule would have applied
to permits issued by or on behalf of EPA
under the Clean Air Act, the Clean
Water Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act,
and the Resources Conservation and
Recovery Act.

In addition to these permit appeal
reforms, EPA proposed several
additional reforms designed to provide

1 Authority of EPA to Hold Employees Liable for
Negligent Loss, Damage, or Destruction of
Government Personal Property, 32 O.L.C. 79, 2008
WL 4422366 at *4 (May 28, 2008) (“OLC Opinion”).

tools to better allow the Administrator
to exercise his or her statutory authority
together with appropriate checks and
balances on how the Board exercises its
delegated authority. In that vein, EPA
proposed to set twelve-year terms for
EAB Judges, which the Administrator
could renew at the end of that twelve-
year period or reassign the Judge to
another position within EPA. EPA also
proposed a new process to identify
which EAB opinions would be
considered precedential. Finally, EPA
proposed a new mechanism by which
the Administrator, by and through the
General Counsel, could issue a
dispositive legal interpretation in any
matter pending before the EAB.

B. What action is the Agency taking
today?

EPA is not finalizing the new, time-
limited ADR process from the December
3rd proposal, which would have served
as a precondition to judicial review.
EPA received several comments
expressing the view that the proposed
process violated the Alternative Dispute
Resolution Act by mandating the use of
ADR to resolve permit disputes and that
the proposed process could, in some
instances, lengthen the appeal process.
While the comments are not dispositive
of the issue, EPA is not finalizing that
aspect of the proposal as a matter of its
discretion in maintaining a familiar
process with accelerated timelines. As a
result, nothing in this action changes
the current administrative exhaustion
requirements, which require permittees
and interested parties to file an appeal
with the EAB before challenging a
permitting decision in federal court.
Moreover, nothing in this action
changes the EAB’s existing ADR
program, which will remain available to
interested parties. EPA is also not
finalizing changes to the appeal process
for ocean dumping permit decisions
made by Regional Administrators under
the Marine Protection, Research, and
Sanctuaries Act in 40 CFR 222.12,
which already contains expedited
appeal procedures. Furthermore, EPA is
not finalizing changes to the appeal
process for acid rain permits under 40
CFR 78.3(b), which includes the
opportunity for evidentiary hearings.

EPA is finalizing each of the changes
identified immediately below and

described in Section III of this preamble.

In addition to describing each of the
changes in more detail, the Agency
summarizes some of the more
significant comments that it received on
the proposal and EPA’s responses in
Section III of this preamble.

First, EPA is clarifying the scope of
the EAB’s review authority by

eliminating a prior provision that
allowed the Board to review an exercise
of discretion ““or an important policy
consideration.” Under this final rule,
the EAB’s scope is more aligned with
that of federal courts and limited to
findings of fact and conclusions of law
that are clearly erroneous.

Second, EPA is modifying the process
for submission of amicus curiae briefs
as part of the overall goal of
streamlining the appeal process. Under
this rule, parties will have 21 days from
the filing of a notice of appeal to file
amicus briefs and the length of such
briefs is limited to no more than 15

ages.

Third, EPA is eliminating the EAB’s
authority to review Regional permit
decisions on its own initiative (sua
sponte), even absent a private party
appeal, which has rarely been invoked.

Fourth, EPA is establishing a 60-day
deadline for the EAB to issue a final
decision once an appeal has been fully
briefed and argued. The EAB may grant
itself a one-time 60-day extension if it
determines that the nature and
complexity of the case requires
additional time. EPA is also limiting the
availability of filing extensions to one
request per party, with a maximum
extension of 30 days. While nothing in
the final rule modifies the EAB’s
existing discretion to relax or suspend
filing requirements for good cause, in
keeping with the intent of the revisions,
such discretion should be exercised in
limited circumstances and based on an
adequate finding of good cause.

Fifth, EPA is setting twelve-year terms
for EAB Judges, which the
Administrator may renew at the end of
that twelve-year period or reassign the
Judge to another position within EPA
consistent with the provisions in 5 CFR
317.901.

Sixth, EPA is establishing a process
for designating certain EAB decisions
for publication.

EPA is revising the EAB’s existing
delegation of authority by establishing a
mechanism by which the Administrator,
by and through the General Counsel,
can issue a dispositive legal
interpretation in any matter pending
before the EAB or on any issue
addressed by the EAB.

The revised permit appeal procedures
apply only to permitting decisions
under:

e The National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) program of
the Clean Water Act;

e The Safe Drinking Water Act’s
Underground Injection Control (UIC)
program;

¢ The Resources Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA), including



51652

Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/Rules and Regulations

Remedial Action Plans, 40 CFR
270.42(f) and 270.155; and

e The Clean Air Act, including
Prevention of Significant Deterioration
(PSD) permits, 40 CFR 52.21(q); Outer
Continental Shelf permits, 40 CFR
55.6(a)(3); Title V permits, 40 CFR
71.11(l); Tribal Major Non-Attainment
NSR permits, 40 CFR 49.172(d)(5); and
Tribal Minor NSR permits, 40 CFR
49.159(d).

The procedural changes in this rule
do not apply to other types of appeals
not listed above. In addition, with the
exception of the proposed revisions
above, nothing in this rule alters the
mechanics of permit appeals or the
process by which parties interact with
the EAB, e.g., service requirements.

III. Summary of the Final Rule

A. What are the key elements of this
final rule?

1. Clarifying the EAB’s Scope of Review
in Permit Appeals

EPA proposed to clarify the EAB’s
scope of review while leaving the
standard of review applied by the EAB
untouched. More specifically, EPA
proposed to eliminate 40 CFR
124.19(a)(4)(i)(B), which had been
viewed as establishing authority for the
EAB to review the Agency’s compliance
with discretionary policies—issues that
a federal court generally could not
review. EPA is finalizing its proposal to
clarify the EAB’s scope of review. This
final rule makes clear that the EAB’s
scope of review does not extend to the
Agency’s compliance with internal
discretionary policies or Executive
Orders.

Several commenters stated that the
proposal arbitrarily limits the EAB’s
scope of review and ignores the fact that
federal courts regularly review exercises
of agency discretion to ensure that
agencies make such decisions in a
rational way based on adequate
consideration of all relevant factors.
While the Agency agrees with the
commenters that federal courts review
discretionary policy decisions under an
arbitrary and capricious standard of
review, the Agency’s strict compliance
with Executive Orders or internal
agency policy is generally outside the
scope of review in federal courts. See

Defs. of Wildlife v. Jackson, 791 F. Supp.

2d 96, 121 (D.D.C. 2011) (“Plaintiffs
cannot use the review provisions of the
APA to enforce an Executive Order that
is not subject to judicial review.”). By
eliminating 40 CFR 124.19(a)(4)(i)(B),
the Agency is making the scope of
EAB’s review more akin to that of
federal courts.

2. Reforming Amicus Curiae
Participation

EPA proposed to eliminate the
provision at 40 CFR 124.19(e) that
authorizes interested persons to
participate in a permit appeal as amicus
curiae as a means of streamlining the
appeal process. Many commenters
opposed this proposal by explaining the
various benefits that amicus
participation provides to the appeal
process, which include additional
viewpoints on particularly complex
matters and an avenue for boarder
participation among groups with limited
resources. In light of the benefits
highlighted by the commenters, EPA is
retaining the ability for amicus
participation, but with certain
limitations. All amicus briefs must be
filed within 21 days after the filing of
the petition for review and are limited
to no more than 15 pages. The 21-day
window had previously been imposed
on amicus participants in PSD and other
New Source Review permit appeals
under the Clean Air Act but will now
apply in all permit appeals under other
statutes. This approach preserves the
benefits of amicus participation while
also achieving the goal of streamlining
the overall appeal process.

3. Eliminating Sua Sponte Review

EPA is finalizing its proposal to
eliminate the EAB’s sua sponte review
authority for permit decisions. As
several commenters noted, the EAB has
rarely exercised its sua sponte authority
to review permits. Some commenters
asked that EPA clarify that the Board
retains its sua sponte authority over
enforcement decisions. At least one
commenter expressed concern that the
EAB would no longer be able to review
a permit no matter how blatant or how
important a permit defect may be.

First and foremost, it is the
responsibility of the permit writers to
draft permits that achieve the intended
results and comply with all legal
requirements. Over the course of the last
fifty years of writing permits, the
Agency has become much better at
doing just that. Second, as the
commenters suggested, the EAB has
rarely used its sua sponte authority to
review permit appeals, and this rule
does not remove the EAB’s authority in
enforcement cases where it has
traditionally exercised such authority.

4. Expediting the Appeal Process

EPA proposed several measures to
expedite the appeal process, including
limiting filing extensions to one request
per party, with a maximum extension of
30 days, establishing a 60-day deadline

for the EAB to issue its decision
(measured from the date of oral
argument or the filing of the last brief,
whichever is later) and limiting the
length of EAB opinions to only as long
as needed to address the specific issues
raised in the appeal. EPA solicited
comment on whether to set a numerical
limit, either in words or pages, on EAB
opinions.

EPA received several comments
opposed to these expediting reforms,
most of which criticized the 60-day
deadline for issuing decisions.
Generally, the commenters felt the 60-
day deadline is arbitrary and lacked
justification. One commenter stated that
the Agency failed to explain why the
Board maintains its ability to adjust
filing requirements for good cause but is
inflexibly required to issue opinions
within 60 days.

EPA is finalizing the 60-day deadline
for the EAB to issue a decision, with the
deadline measured from the date of oral
argument or the filing of the last brief,
whichever is later. However, in light of
the comments it received, the EAB may
grant itself a one-time 60-day extension
if the Board determines that the nature
and complexity of the case requires
additional time. While EPA concedes
that any deadline assumes some amount
of arbitrariness, such deadlines are
routinely created in statutes and
regulations based on policy choices that
favor timely decision-making and
resolution of issues in lieu of open-
ended processes. EPA believes that a 60-
day deadline, with the availability of an
additional 60-day extension, is
reasonable in light of the additional
reforms contained in this rule.

EPA is also finalizing the two
additional expediting measures as
proposed. The EAB is required to make
its opinions only as long as needed to
address the specific issues raised in the
appeal. This reform is consistent with
the deadline imposed on the Board for
issuing decisions and should assist the
EAB in achieving those deadlines.
Additionally, this final rule limits filing
extensions to one request per party,
with a maximum extension of 30 days
that the EAB, in the exercise of its
discretion, may choose to grant. Nothing
in this final rule eliminates the EAB’s
discretion to relax or suspend filing
requirements for good cause.

5. 12-Year Terms for EAB Judges

EPA proposed setting 12-year
renewable terms for EAB judges. EPA
sought comments on this proposed term
limit and whether 8 years or another
time period was more appropriate. At
least one commenter supported the
creation of renewable terms but thought
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shorter terms were more appropriate.
The Agency also received comments
opposed to any term for EAB judges.
These commenters asserted there is no
rationale for why EAB judges should be
treated any differently from other career
Senior Executive Service (SES)
positions and that the proposal
unnecessarily politicizes the EAB. One
commenter argued that the proposal was
illegal because SES positions are
governed by a specific statute
implemented by the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) and that OPM has
the sole authority to determine
conditions of service for SES employees.

EPA disagrees with those commenters
that opposed the proposed term limit.
The EAB, and its individual judges,
exercise authority expressly delegated to
it from the Administrator by Title 40 of
the Code of Federal Regulations. 40 CFR
1.25(e)(2). An EAB judge plays an
important role in shaping the decisions
of the Agency, and while that role has
traditionally been viewed with a certain
amount of independence, each judge is
acting on the express delegation of the
Administrator’s authority. It is entirely
consistent with that delegation that the
Administrator have some express
mechanism of accountability over those
exercising such authority. The 12-year
renewable terms routinize the review of
the Board’s composition. By setting the
terms at 12 years and staggering their
implementation in 3-year increments,
any one Administrator is limited in the
number appointments he or she could
make (barring a vacancy due to
resignation), provided the Administrator
elected not to renew a given term.

EPA also disagrees that the term
limits are illegal. As members of the
SES, an EAB judge is subject to
reassignment to any other SES position
in the Agency for which he or she
qualifies. See 5 U.S.C. 3395
(“Reassignment and transfer within the
Senior Executive Service”); 5 CFR
317.901 (“Reassignments’’); see also
Guide to the Senior Executive Service
(March 2017), page 10.2 The 12-year
term is not a separate condition applied
to SES employees. It is simply a
mechanism by which the Administrator
can exercise his or her authority
consistent with the applicable SES
procedures. If the Administrator
chooses not to renew an appointment,
the Administrator can assign that judge
to another SES position within EPA for
which he or she qualifies, provided the
Administrator reassigns the judge in

2This document is published by the Office of
Personnel Management at https://www.opm.gov/
policy-data-oversight/senior-executive-service/
reference-materials/guidesesservices.pdf.

compliance with all applicable SES
procedures. See 5 CFR 317.901.

For these reasons, EPA is setting fixed
twelve-year terms for EAB Judges,
which the Administrator may renew at
the end of that twelve-year period or
reassign the Judge to another SES
position within EPA. For purposes of
clarity, the final rule includes additional
regulatory text that explicitly requires
the Administrator to follow the proper
SES requirements when reassigning an
EAB judge. To implement the 12-year
terms and ensure that they are on a
staggered schedule, the Administrator
will apply the twelve-year terms to the
current EAB judges on a rolling basis
over the next twelve years. Each seat on
the EAB is designated a number based
on the seniority of the Board’s current
members. The seat of the longest serving
judge is designated as seat one, the
second longest serving judge as seat
two, the third longest serving judge as
seat three, and the most recent judge as
seat four. If any of the four seats are
vacant as of the effective date of the
final rule, any such seat will be
designated a number based on the date
on which it became vacant, after seats
have been designated for current judges.
The term for the newly designated seat
one ends three years after the effective
date of the final rule. The process then
continues at three-year intervals, with
seat two ending six years after the
effective date, seat three ending nine
years after the effective date, and seat
four ending twelve years after the
effective date. Thereafter, all terms will
last for twelve years. If a judge vacates
his or her position before the end of the
judge’s term, the Administrator will
appoint a new judge to serve for the
remainder of the vacated term. That new
member could then be renewed at the
end of the vacated term.

6. Designating EAB Decisions for
Publication

EPA sought comment on whether it
should create a process to explicitly
identify certain decisions of the EAB as
precedential. The proposal noted that
under such a process, only published
decisions could be considered
precedential and the determination of
which decisions should be published
would made by the Administrator.

EPA is finalizing a process that
maintains the EAB’s existing practice of
distinguishing between published
decisions and unpublished final orders
with one important change: The
publication of any decision designated
for publication by the EAB is delayed
for 15 days. During this period, the
Administrator may review the decision
and change the designation to an

unpublished final order. Moving
forward, it is the express policy of the
Agency that only published decisions of
the EAB represent EPA’s official,
authoritative position with regard to the
issues addressed in such decisions. This
change is intended to indicate to
reviewing courts that only published
EAB decisions may warrant deference
under Kisor v. Wilkie, 139 S. Ct. 2400
(2019) and Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v.
Natural Resources Defense Council,
Inc., 467 U.S. 837 (1984). This new
process will therefore provide the
Administrator, as the original source of
authority for implementing and
interpreting EPA’s statutes and
regulations, the ability to ensure EAB
opinions reflect the Agency’s official
position concerning major policy or
procedural issues, or other issues of
exceptional importance in the situations
where it is appropriate to create such
positions through adjudication before
the Board.

7. Administrator’s Legal Interpretations

EPA is finalizing the proposed
mechanism by which the Administrator,
by and through the General Counsel,
can issue a dispositive legal
interpretation in any matter before the
EAB or on any issue addressed by the
EAB. The Administrator may direct the
General Counsel to file written notice to
the EAB providing the Administrator’s
legal interpretation of an applicable
Agency regulation or governing statute
in any matter before the EAB. This
Administrator’s use of this mechanism
applies to all actions before EAB—both
permit and enforcement cases. This
mechanism is distinguished from briefs
filed by an EPA Region setting forth its
position as the permit issuer. The intent
of this proposal is to allow the
Administrator, in specific cases, to
retain authority as it pertains to legal
interpretations in administrative
appeals. Nothing in this rule limits the
Administrator’s existing authority
(derived from his or her statutory
authority to issue the permits in the first
instance) to review or change any EAB
decision.

EPA received several comments
opposing this new mechanism. Some
commenters asserted that the Agency
failed to provide any details on how the
process would work and when it could
be invoked. At least one commenter
noted that existing processes should be
enough to address any of the issues this
mechanism sought to address. Other
commenters asserted that its application
to enforcement cases presented due
process concerns related to ex parte
communications and unfair notice.


https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/senior-executive-service/reference-materials/guidesesservices.pdf
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EPA believes it has sufficiently
explained how the mechanism works
and when it can be invoked. The
Administrator will direct the General
Counsel to file a written notice with the
EAB that provides the Administrator’s
legal interpretation of the relevant
statute or regulation. As explained in
the proposal and reiterated in this final
rule, the Administrator may utilize the
mechanism in any matter before the
EAB or on any issue addressed by the
EAB, meaning it has no temporal
limitation. EPA agrees with the
comment that the Administrator does
not need this mechanism to achieve the
goals of this provision. However, the
Agency believes that codifying this
mechanism more directly and
transparently reflects the
Administrator’s authority, and, as
discussed in Section III.C below,
mitigates any concerns over EAB judges
acting as inferior officers. Lastly, EPA
does not believe that this mechanism
raises due process concerns. Any use of
this mechanism will necessarily
conform with EPA’s ex parte rules in 40
CFR 22.8. In order to ensure such
conformance, the General Counsel will
issue a memorandum detailing specific
measures that will be taken to create any
necessary firewalls between attorneys
litigating matters before the Board and
those that may work on the
Administrator’s legal interpretation in a
given case. With regard to unfair notice,
the relevant inquiry is whether the
regulated party had adequate notice of
the relevant legal requirement at the
time the alleged violation occurred. A
binding legal interpretation issued by
the Administrator during the
enforcement appeal process does
nothing to change whether there was
adequate notice prior to bringing the
enforcement action.

B. How does this final rule affect
pending appeals?

The provisions included in this final
rule apply to any appeal filed with the
EAB after the effective date of this final
rule, including for permit decisions that
were finalized before the effective date
but for which the period for filing a
petition for review has not expired. The
final rule does not apply to any appeal
that was filed before the effective date
of this rule.

C. Why is EPA finalizing these reforms?

Each statue implemented by EPA that
requires the issuance of permits
authorizes the Administrator to issue
such permits. The Administrator retains
discretion as to the procedural process
of issuing such permits and may
delegate his or her authority as he or she

deems necessary to implement the
statutory objectives. See Avenal Power
Center, LLC v. EPA, 787 F. Supp. 2d 1,
3 (D.D.C. 2011). The EAB was created in
1992 by a delegation of the
Administrator’s authority over appellate
proceedings, including, among other
things, appeals from permit decisions
made by Regional Administrators. That
delegation of authority, along with the
Board’s rules of procedure and scope of
responsibilities, was codified via a
procedural rule. See 57 FR 5320
(February 13, 1992). Having created the
EAB through delegation, the
Administrator may now alter the
Board’s role in the permitting process,
particularly if he or she believes a
different approach would better serve
the purposes of the statutes he or she
implements. This action does just that
by modifying the prior rules of
procedure and realigning the prior
delegations in manner that ensures a
proper level of accountability and
consistency in decision-making,
streamlines the permitting process, and
ultimately results in better and more
efficient outcomes.

EPA received several comments
asserting that its proposal did not
constitute a procedural rule. Many of
the same commenters asserted that,
because the proposal sought to revise
the process for appealing PSD and Acid
Rain permits under the CAA, the
Agency is required to follow that
statute’s rulemaking requirements in
section 307(d), which include, among
other things, a public hearing. EPA
disagrees with both comments. This
action is a rule of agency procedure and
practice under the Administrative
Procedure Act (APA). 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(A). This final rule simply
amends certain aspects of the original
procedural rule that established the EAB
in 1992. Moreover, because it is a
procedural rule under the APA, the final
rule is exempt from section 307(d) of the
CAA: “This subsection shall not apply
in the case of any rule or circumstance
referred to in subparagraphs (A) or (B)
of subsection 553(b) of title 5.” 42
U.S.C. 7607(d)(1). Courts have affirmed
that the CAA adopts the APA’s notice
and comment exceptions in 5 U.S.C.
553(b). See EME Homer City Generation,
L.P.v. EPA, 795 F.3d 118, 134 (D.C. Cir.
2015) (“[TThe Clean Air Act permits
EPA to conduct rulemaking without
notice and comment when doing so
would be appropriate under Subsection
553(b) of the Administrative Procedure
Act. . . .”); see also Sierra Club v.
Jackson, 833 F.Supp.2d 11 (D.C. Circuit
2012); Small Refiner Lead Phase-Down

Task Force v. EPA, 705 F.2d 506 (D.C.
Cir. 1983).

EPA also received one comment
asserting that, in light of the Supreme
Court’s decision in Lucia v. SEC, 138 S.
Ct. 2044 (2018), and the functions
performed by the EAB, the appointment
of EAB judges is unconstitutional. In
Lucia, the Supreme Court held that SEC
administrative law judges are
constitutional officers of the United
States and must be appointed in
accordance with the Appointments
Clause of the Constitution. The
commenter suggests that EAB judges are
constitutional officers that have not
been appointed consistent with the
Appointments Clause, which requires
such officers be appointed by the
President with the advice and consent
of the Senate, unless “Congress . . . by
law vest[s] the Appointment of such
inferior Officers, as they think proper, in
the President alone, in the Courts of
Law, or in the Heads of Departments.”
U.S. CONST. art. II, § 2, cl. 2.

EPA disagrees that EAB service as the
Board is currently comprised violates
the Constitution. The Administrator
derives his or her appointment authority
from Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1970,
84 Stat. 2086 (July 9, 1970), which also
“conveyled] to the [EPA] Administrator
all of the housekeeping authority
available to other department heads
under [5 U.S.C. 301]”” and demonstrates
that “Congress has vested the
Administrator with the authority to run
EPA, to exercise its functions, and to
issue regulations incidental to the
performance of those functions.” 3
Courts have previously held that
“offices” under the Appointments
Clause can be created by Executive
Branch officials invoking their general
housekeeping and delegation
authorities. See Willy v. Administrative
Review Bd., 423 F.3d 483, 491 (5th Cir.
2005) (citing Reorg. Plan No. 6 of 1950,
§2, 15 FR 3174 (1950), 64 Stat. 1263,
and 5 U.S.C. 301); see also Varnadore v.
Secretary of Labor, 141 F.3d 625, 631
(6th Cir. 1998); Com. of Pa., Dep’t of
Pub. Welfare v. U.S. Dep’t of Health &
Human Servs., 80 F.3d 796, 804—05 (3d
Cir. 1996). The Administrator is
authorized to create the Board and
appoint EAB judges. While EPA does
not contest the commenter’s
characterization of EAB judges as
inferior officers, the Agency disagrees
with any suggestion that EAB decisions
may only be made by principal officers.
The EAB’s authority is delegated from
the Administrator, who adopts the
procedural rules, such as this action,
that govern the EAB, and the judges are

3 See supra n.1.
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subject to removal or reassignment by
the Administrator as explained in
Section III.A.6. Moreover, having
created the EAB via regulation, the
Administrator is also free to abolish the
EAB. See In re Grand Jury Investigation,
916 F.3d 1047, 1052 (D.C. Cir. 2019)
(explaining that a principal officer’s
ability to completely abolish an office
can render that officer inferior) (citing In
re Sealed Case, 829 F.2d 50, 56 (D.C.
Cir. 1987); Morrison v. Olson, 487 U.S.
654, 721 (1988) (Scalia, J., dissenting)
(noting that an officer is inferior and
subject to control “if by no other means
than” the principal’s ability to
“amend] ] or revokl[e] the regulation
defining his authority’’)). While the
creation of the EAB and the
appointment of its judges meet
constitutional requirements, Lucia does
highlight the requirement that inferior
officers are accountable to a principal
officer. And that, while the EAB has
been viewed with a measure of
independence, it is ultimately
accountable to the Administrator and
the authority he or she has delegated to
it. This action only strengthens the
EAB’s accountability to the
Administrator by, among other things,
confirming the Administrator’s ability to
provide legal interpretations on matters
before the EAB.

1V. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

A. Executive Orders 12866: Regulatory
Planning and Review and Executive
Order 13563: Improving Regulation and
Regulatory Review

This action is exempt from review by
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) because it is limited to agency
organization, management or personnel
matters.

B. Executive Order 13771: Reducing
Regulations and Controlling Regulatory
Costs

This action is not an Executive Order
13771 regulatory action because it
relates to agency organization,
management or personnel.

C. Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA)

This action does not contain any
information collection activities and
therefore does not impose an
information collection burden under the
PRA.

D. Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)

This action is not subject to the RFA.
The RFA applies only to rules subject to
notice and comment rulemaking
requirements under the Administrative
Procedure Act (APA), 5 U.S.C. 553, or
any other statute. This rule pertains to

agency management or personnel,
which the EPA expressly exempts from
notice and comment rulemaking
requirements under 5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2).

E. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
(UMRA)

This action does not contain any
unfunded mandate as described in
UMRA, 2 U.S.C. 1531-1536, and does
not significantly or uniquely affect small
governments. The action imposes no
enforceable duty on any state, local or
tribal governments or the private sector.

F. Executive Order 13132: Federalisim

This action does not have federalism
implications. It will not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

G. Executive Order 13175: Consultation
and Coordination With Indian Tribal
Governments

This action does not have tribal
implications as specified in Executive
Order 13175.

H. Executive Order 13045: Protection of
Children From Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks

The EPA interprets Executive Order
13045 as applying only to those
regulatory actions that concern
environmental health or safety risks that
EPA has reason to believe may
disproportionately affect children, per
the definition of “covered regulatory
action” in section 2—-202 of the
Executive Order. This action is not
subject to Executive Order 13045
because it does not concern an
environmental health risk or safety risk.

I. Executive Order 13211: Actions
Concerning Regulations That
Significantly Affect Energy Supply,
Distribution or Use

This action is not a “significant
energy action” because it is not likely to
have a significant adverse effect on the
supply, distribution or use of energy.

J. National Technology Transfer and
Advancement Act (NTTAA)

This rulemaking does not involve
technical standards.

K. Executive Order 12898: Federal
Actions To Address Environmental
Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations

This action is not subject to Executive
Order 12898 (59 FR 7629, Feb. 16, 1994)
because it does not establish an
environmental health or safety standard.

L. Congressional Review Act (CRA)

This final rule is exempt because it is
a rule of agency organization,
procedure, or practice that does not
substantially affect the rights or
obligations of non-agency parties.

List of Subjects
40 CFR Part 1

Environmental protection,
Organization and functions
(Government agencies).

40 CFR Part 49

Environmental protection,
Administrative practice and procedure,
Air pollution control, Indians,
Intergovernmental relations, Reporting
and Recordkeeping requirements.

40 CFR Part 71

Environmental protection,
Administrative practice and procedure,
Air pollution control, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

40 CFR Part 124

Environmental protection,
Administrative practice and procedures,
Air pollution control, Hazardous waste,
Indians-lands, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Water
pollution control, Water supply.

Andrew Wheeler,
Administrator.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, EPA amends 40 CFR parts 1,
49, 71, and 124 as follows:

PART 1—STATEMENT OF
ORGANIZATION AND GENERAL
INFORMATION

m 1. The authority citation for part 1 is
revised to read as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 552; Reorganization
Plan No. 3 of 1970, 84 Stat. 2086 (July 9,
1970).

m 2. Amend § 1.25 by revising
paragraphs (e)(2) and (3) and adding
paragraphs (e)(4) and (5) to read as
follows:

§1.25 Staff offices.

* * * * *

(e) * k%

(2) Functions. (i) The Environmental
Appeals Board shall exercise only that
authority expressly delegated to it in
this title. The Environmental Appeals
Board, may also, at the Administrator’s
express request, provide advice and
consultation, make findings of fact and
conclusions of law, prepare a
recommended decision, or serve as the
final decisionmaker, as the
Administrator deems appropriate.
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(ii) In performing its functions, the
Environmental Appeals Board may
consult with any EPA employee
concerning any matter governed by the
rules set forth in this title, provided
such consultation does not violate
applicable ex parte rules in this title.

(iii) The Administrator may limit the
Environmental Appeals Board’s
authority to interpret statutes and
regulations otherwise delegated to it in
this title by issuing, through the General
Counsel, a binding legal interpretation
of any applicable statute or regulation.
Nothing in this section limits the
Administrator’s authority to review or
change any EAB decision.

(3) Final Decisions and Orders. (i)
Designation. The Environmental
Appeals Board shall designate each final
decision as either a published decision
or an unpublished final order at the
time such decision is issued.

(ii) Published decisions. (A) Except as
provided in paragraph (e)(3)(ii)(B) of
this section, the Environmental Appeals
Board may not publish a decision in the
Environmental Appeals Decisions
(E.A.D.) or on the Board’s website under
the heading “Published Decisions” until
15 days after the date on which the
decision is issued.

(B) The Administrator may, within 15
days of the Environmental Appeals
Board issuing a decision designated for
publication, re-designate the decision as
an unpublished final order. Once re-
designated, the Environmental Appeals
Board may not publish such decision in
the Environmental Appeals Decisions
(E.A.D.) or on the Board’s website under
the heading “Published Decisions”.

(4) Qualifications. Each member of
the Environmental Appeals Board shall
be a graduate of an accredited law
school and a member in good standing
of a recognized bar association of any
State or the District of Columbia. Board
Members shall not be employed by the
Office of Enforcement, the Office of the
General Counsel, a Regional Office, or
any other office directly associated with
matters that could come before the
Environmental Appeals Board. A Board
Member shall recuse himself or herself
from deciding a particular case if that
Board Member in previous employment
performed prosecutorial or investigative
functions with respect to the case,
participated in the preparation or
presentation of evidence in the case, or
was otherwise personally involved in
the case.

(5) Term. (i) Initial terms. (A) The seat
of the longest serving member is
designated as seat one, the second
longest serving member as seat two, the
third longest serving member as seat
three, and the most recent member as

seat four. If any of the four seats are
vacant as of September 21, 2020, any
such seat is designated a number based
on the date on which it became vacant,
after seats have been designated for
current members.

(B) The initial term for seat one ends
three years from September 21, 2020.
The initial term for seat two ends six
years from September 21, 2020. The
initial term for seat three ends nine
years from September 21, 2020. The
initial term for seat four ends twelve
years after September 21, 2020. The
Administrator has the option of
renewing these initial terms under
paragraph (e)(5)(ii) of this section.

C) Nothing in this section prevents a
member of the Environmental Appeals
Board from resigning, retiring, or
transferring before the expiration of the
member’s initial term. Similarly,
nothing in this paragraph forecloses the
Administrator from reassigning a
member of the Environmental Appeals
Board to another position, consistent
with applicable requirements, prior to
the expiration of the member’s initial
term. The Administrator shall follow the
provisions in 5 CFR 317.901 in making
any reassignment under this section.

(D) If a member of the Environmental
Appeals Board resigns, retires, or
transfers before the expiration of the
member’s initial term, the replacement
member will serve for the remaining
portion of the initial term, with an
option for renewal at the end of the
term. If the term of the replacement
member is not renewed, the
Administrator shall reassign the
replacement member to another
position, consistent with the provisions
of 5 CFR 317.901.

(ii) 12-year terms. (A) After the initial
terms in paragraph (e)(5)(i) of this
section, each member of the
Environmental Appeals Board is
appointed to a twelve-year term, with an
option for renewal at the end of that
twelve-year period. Nothing in this
paragraph prevents a member of the
Environmental Appeals Board from
resigning, retiring, or transferring before
the expiration of the member’s twelve-
year term. Similarly, nothing in this
paragraph forecloses the Administrator
from reassigning a member of the
Environmental Appeals Board to
another position, consistent with
applicable requirements, prior to the
expiration of the member’s renewable
twelve-year term. The Administrator
shall follow the provisions in 5 CFR
317.901 in making any reassignment
under this section.

(B) If a member of the Environmental
Appeals Board resigns, retires, or
transfers before the expiration of the

member’s term, the replacement
member will serve for the remaining
portion of the term, with an option for
renewal at the end of the term. If the
term of the replacement member is not
renewed, the Administrator shall
reassign the replacement member to
another position, consistent with the
provisions of 5 CFR 317.901.

PART 49—INDIAN COUNTRY: AIR
QUALITY PLANNING AND
MANAGEMENT

m 3. The authority citation for part 49
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401, et seq.

Subpart C—General Federal
Implementation Plan Provisions

m 4. Amend §49.159 by revising
paragraph (d) to read as follows:

§49.159 Final permit issuance and
administrative and judicial review.
* * * * *

(d) Can permit decisions be appealed?
(1) Permit decisions may be appealed
under the permit appeal procedures of
40 CFR 124.19.

(2) An appeal under paragraph (d)(1)
of this section is, under section 307(b)
of the Act, a prerequisite to seeking
judicial review of the final agency
action.

* * * * *

m 5. Amend § 49.172 by revising
paragraph (d) to read as follows:

§49.172 Final permit issuance and
administrative and judicial review.
* * * * *

(d) Can permit decisions be appealed?
(1) Permit decisions may be appealed
under the permit appeal procedures of
40 CFR 124.19.

(2) An appeal under paragraph (d)(1)
of this section is, under section 307(b)
of the Act, a prerequisite to seeking
judicial review of the final agency

action.
* * * * *

PART 71—FEDERAL OPERATING
PERMIT PROGRAMS

m 6. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401, et seq.
Subpart A—Operating Permits

m 7. Amend § 71.11 by revising
paragraph (1) to read as follows:

§71.11 Administrative record, public
participation, and administrative review.
* * * * *
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(1) Appeal of permits. (1) Permit
decisions may be appealed under the
permit appeal procedures of 40 CFR
124.19.

(2) An appeal under paragraph (1)(1)
of this section is, under section 307(b)
of the Act, a prerequisite to seeking
judicial review of the final agency
action.

Subpart B—Permits for Early
Reductions Sources

m 8. Amend § 71.27 by revising
paragraph (1) to read as follows:

§71.27 Public participation and appeal.

* * * * *

(1) Appeal of permits. (1) Permit
decisions may be appealed under the
permit appeal procedures of 40 CFR
124.19.

(2) An appeal under paragraph (1)(1)
of this section is, under section 307(b)
of the Act, a prerequisite to seeking
judicial review of the final agency
action.

(3) The filing of a petition for review
of any condition of the permit or permit
decision shall not stay the effect of any

contested permit or permit condition.
* * * * *

PART 124—PROCEDURES FOR
DECISIONMAKING

m 9. The authority citation for part 124
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.; Safe
Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.;
Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.;
Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Subpart A—General Program
Requirements

m 10. Amend § 124.19 by:
m a. Revising paragraphs (a)(4)(i), (e}, (g)
and (1);
m b. Removing paragraph (p); and
m c. Redesignating paragraphs (m)
through (o) as paragraphs (n) through (p)
and adding a new paragraph (m).

The revisions and additions read as
follows:

§124.19 Appeal of RCRA, UIC, NPDES and
PSD Permits.

(a) * *x %

(4) * * * (i) In addition to meeting
the requirements in paragraph (d) of this
section, a petition for review must
identify the contested permit condition
or other specific challenge to the permit
decision and clearly set forth, with legal
and factual support, petitioner’s
contentions for why the permit decision
should be reviewed. The petition must

demonstrate that each challenge to the
permit decision is based on a finding of
fact or conclusion of law that is clearly
eITONeous.

* * * * *

(e) Participation by amicus curiae.
Any interested person may file an
amicus brief in any appeal pending
before the Environmental Appeals
Board under this section. The deadline
for filing such brief 21 days after the
filing of the petition. Amicus briefs may
not exceed 15 pages.

* * * * *

(g) Motions for extension of time. (1)
Parties must file motions for extensions
of time sufficiently in advance of the
due date to allow other parties to have
a reasonable opportunity to respond to
the request for more time and to provide
the Environmental Appeals Board with
a reasonable opportunity to issue an
order.

(2) Each party may only file one
motion for extension and the requested
extension may not exceed 30 days.

(1) Final disposition. (1) Except as
provided in paragraph (1)(2), the
Environmental Appeals Board shall
issue its decision on a permit appeal by
the later date occurring 60 days after the
date on which:

(i) The final brief has been submitted;
or

(ii) Oral argument is concluded.

(2) The Environmental Appeals Board
may, upon determining that the nature
and complexity of the case requires
additional time, grant itself an
additional 60 days to issue its decision.

(3) Any written opinion issued by the
Environmental Appeals Board should
only be as long as necessary to address
the specific issues presented to the
Board in the appeal.

(m) Judicial review. (1) A petition to
the Environmental Appeals Board under
paragraph (a) of this section is, under 5
U.S.C. 704, a prerequisite to seeking
judicial review of the final agency
action.

(2) For purposes of judicial review
under the appropriate Act, final agency
action on a permit occurs when agency
review procedures under this section
are exhausted and the Regional
Administrator subsequently issues a
final permit decision under this
paragraph. A final permit decision must
be issued by the Regional
Administrator:

(i) When the Environmental Appeals
Board issues notice to the parties that
the petition for review has been denied;

(i) When the Environmental Appeals
Board issues a decision on the merits of
the appeal and the decision does not
include a remand of the proceedings; or

* * *

(iii) Upon the completion of remand
proceedings if the proceedings are
remanded, unless the Environmental
Appeals Board’s remand order
specifically provides that appeal of the
remand decision will be required to
exhaust administrative remedies.

(3) The Regional Administrator must
promptly publish notice of any final
agency action in the Federal Register
regarding the following permits:

(i) PSD permits;

(ii) Outer continental shelf permits
issued under 40 CFR part 55;

(iii) Federal Title V operating permits
issued under 40 CFR part 71;

(iv) Acid Rain permits appealed under
40 CFR part 78;

(v) Tribal Major Non-Attainment NSR
permits issued under 40 CFR 49.166
through 49.173; and

(vi) Tribal Minor NSR permits issued
under 40 CFR 49.151 through 49.161.

[FR Doc. 2020-16257 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY
40 CFR Parts 9 and 721

[EPA-HQ-OPPT-2019-0595; FRL-10010—
61]

RIN 2070-AB27
Significant New Use Rules on Certain
Chemical Substances (20-1.B)

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: EPA is issuing significant new
use rules (SNURs) under the Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA) for
chemical substances which are the
subject of premanufacture notices
(PMNs). This action requires persons to
notify EPA least 90 days before
commencing manufacture (defined by
statute to include import) or processing
of any of these chemical substances for
an activity that is designated as a
significant new use by this rule. The
required notification initiates EPA’s
evaluation of the chemical under the
conditions of use within the applicable
review period. Persons may not
commence manufacture or processing
for the significant new use until EPA
has conducted a review of the notice,
made an appropriate determination on
the notice, and has taken such actions
as are required as a result of that
determination.

DATES: This rule is effective on October
20, 2020. For purposes of judicial
review, this rule shall be promulgated at
1 p.m. (e.s.t.) on September 4, 2020.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
technical information contact: Kenneth
Moss, Chemical Control Division
(7405M), Office of Pollution Prevention
and Toxics, Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW,
Washington, DC 20460-0001; telephone
number: (202) 564—9232; email address:
moss.kenneth@epa.gov.

For general information contact: The
TSCA-Hotline, ABVI-Goodwill, 422
South Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY
14620; telephone number: (202) 554—
1404; email address: TSCA-Hotline@
epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. General Information

A. Does this action apply to me?

You may be potentially affected by
this action if you manufacture, process,
or use the chemical substances
contained in this rule. The following list
of North American Industrial
Classification System (NAICS) codes is
not intended to be exhaustive, but rather
provides a guide to help readers
determine whether this document
applies to them. Potentially affected
entities may include:

e Manufacturers or processors of one
or more subject chemical substances
(NAICS codes 325 and 324110), e.g.,
chemical manufacturing and petroleum
refineries.

This action may also affect certain
entities through pre-existing import
certification and export notification
rules under TSCA. Chemical importers
are subject to the TSCA section 13 (15
U.S.C. 2612) import provisions
promulgated at 19 CFR 12.118 through
12.127 and 19 CFR 127.28. Chemical
importers must certify that the shipment
of the chemical substance complies with
all applicable rules and Orders under
TSCA, which would include the SNUR
requirements. The EPA policy in
support of import certification appears
at 40 CFR part 707, subpart B. In
addition, any persons who export or
intend to export a chemical substance
that is the subject of this rule are subject
to the export notification provisions of
TSCA section 12(b) (15 U.S.C. 2611(b))
(see 40 CFR 721.20), and must comply
with the export notification
requirements in 40 CFR part 707,
subpart D.

B. How can I access the docket?

The docket includes information
considered by the Agency in developing
the proposed and final rules. The docket
for this action, identified by docket
identification (ID) number EPA-HQ-
OPPT-2019-0595, is available at hitp://
www.regulations.gov or at the Office of

Pollution Prevention and Toxics Docket
(OPPT Docket), Environmental
Protection Agency Docket Center (EPA/
DC), West William Jefferson Clinton
Bldg., Rm. 3334, 1301 Constitution Ave.
NW, Washington, DC. The Public
Reading Room is open from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday,
excluding legal holidays. The telephone
number for the Public Reading Room is
(202) 566—1744, and the telephone
number for the OPPT Docket is (202)
566—0280. Please review the visitor
instructions and additional information
about the docket available at http://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

II. Background
A. What action is the agency taking?

EPA is finalizing a SNUR under TSCA
section 5(a)(2) for chemical substances
which were the subject of PMNs P—16—
291, P-16—486, P-17-184, P-18-232, P—
18-236, and P-18-264. These SNURs
require persons who intend to
manufacture or process any of these
chemical substances for an activity that
is designated as a significant new use to
notify EPA at least 90 days before
commencing that activity.

Previously, in the Federal Register of
January 16, 2020 (85 FR 2676) (FRL—
10002-68), EPA proposed a SNUR for
these chemical substances in 40 CFR
part 721 subpart E. More information on
the specific chemical substances subject
to this final rule can be found in the
Federal Register documents proposing
the SNUR. The record for the SNUR was
established in the docket under docket
ID number EPA-HQ-OPPT-2019-0595.
That docket includes information
considered by the Agency in developing
the proposed and final rules.

EPA received two public comments
on this rule. A summary of those
comments and EPA’s responses are
found in Unit IV.

B. What is the Agency’s authority for
taking this action?

TSCA section 5(a)(2) (15 U.S.C.
2604(a)(2)) authorizes EPA to determine
that a use of a chemical substance is a
“significant new use.” EPA must make
this determination by rule after
considering all relevant factors,
including the four bulleted TSCA
section 5(a)(2) factors listed in Unit III.
As described in Unit II(C), the general
SNUR provisions are found at 40 CFR
part 721, subpart A.

C. Applicability of General Provisions

General provisions for SNURs appear
in 40 CFR part 721, subpart A. These
provisions describe persons subject to
the rule, recordkeeping requirements,

exemptions to reporting requirements,
and applicability of the rule to uses
occurring before the effective date of the
rule. Provisions relating to user fees
appear at 40 CFR part 700. According to
40 CFR 721.1(c), persons subject to
these SNURs must comply with the
same SNUN requirements and EPA
regulatory procedures as submitters of
PMNs under TSCA section 5(a)(1)(A). In
particular, these requirements include
the information submission
requirements of TSCA sections 5(b) and
5(d)(1), the exemptions authorized by
TSCA sections 5(h)(1), (h)(2), (h)(3), and
(h)(5), and the regulations at 40 CFR
part 720. Once EPA receives a SNUN,
EPA must either determine that the use
is not likely to present an unreasonable
risk of injury under the conditions of
use for the chemical substance or take
such regulatory action as is associated
with an alternative determination before
the manufacture or processing for the
significant new use can commence. If
EPA determines that the chemical
substance is not likely to present an
unreasonable risk, EPA is required
under TSCA section 5(g) to make public,
and submit for publication in the
Federal Register, a statement of EPA’s
findings.

III. Significant New Use Determination

TSCA section 5(a)(2) states that EPA’s
determination that a use of a chemical
substance is a significant new use must
be made after consideration of all
relevant factors, including:

¢ The projected volume of
manufacturing and processing of a
chemical substance.

e The extent to which a use changes
the type or form of exposure of human
beings or the environment to a chemical
substance.

e The extent to which a use increases
the magnitude and duration of exposure
of human beings or the environment to
a chemical substance.

e The reasonably anticipated manner
and methods of manufacturing,
processing, distribution in commerce,
and disposal of a chemical substance.

In addition to these factors
enumerated in TSCA section 5(a)(2), the
statute authorizes EPA to consider any
other relevant factors. In determining
what would constitute a significant new
use for the chemical substances that are
the subject of these SNURs, EPA
considered relevant information about
the toxicity of the chemical substances,
and potential human exposures and
environmental releases that may be
associated with the substances, in the
context of the four bulleted TSCA
section 5(a)(2) factors listed in this unit.
During its review of these chemicals,
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EPA identified certain conditions of use
that are not intended by the submitters,
but reasonably foreseen to occur. EPA is
designating those reasonably foreseen
conditions of use as well as certain
other circumstances of use as significant
new uses.

IV. Public Comments on the Proposed
Rule and EPA Responses

EPA received two comments on the
proposed rule: One from an identifying
entity and one that was anonymous. The
anonymous commenter agrees that
notice to EPA prior to commencement
of the “‘significant new use” of the
chemical substances is important;
therefore, no response by the Agency is
required. The identifying commenter
stated that these rules need to have
engineering controls that are
appropriate to the chemical. These
comments are general in nature and not
specific to the SNUR and are more
properly directed to the TSCA section
5(a)(3) determination for the PMN. EPA
is therefore not responding to these
comments.

EPA is finalizing the SNURs as
proposed, except for correcting the
recordkeeping requirements of the
SNUR proposed at 40 CFR 721.11449 for
the chemical substance 1-
propanaminium, 2-hydroxy-N, N-
dimethyl-N-[3-[(1-oxo0ctyl-
amino]propyl]-3-sulfo-, inner salt (PMN
P-17-184; CASRN 1612795-77-3). The
Agency inadvertently omitted 40 CFR
721.125(d), which is the recordkeeping
requirement corresponding to the use of
any applicable personal protective
equipment required under 40 CFR
721.63.

V. Substances Subject to This Rule

EPA is establishing significant new
use and recordkeeping requirements for
chemical substances in 40 CFR part 721,
subpart E. In Unit IV. of the proposed
SNUR, EPA provided the following
information for each chemical
substance:

e PMN number.

e Chemical name (generic name, if
the specific name is claimed as CBI).

e Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS)
Registry number (if assigned for non-
confidential chemical identities).

¢ Basis for the SNUR.

e Potentially Useful Information.

e CFR citation assigned in the
regulatory text section of these rules.

The regulatory text section of these
rules specifies the activities designated
as significant new uses. Certain new
uses, including production volume
limits and other uses designated in the
rules, may be claimed as CBIL.

The chemical substances that are the
subject of these SNURs completed
premanufacture review. In addition to
those conditions of use intended by the
submitter, EPA has identified certain
other reasonably foreseen conditions of
use and/or other circumstances of use.
EPA has preliminarily determined that
the chemicals under their intended
conditions of use are not likely to
present an unreasonable risk. However,
EPA has not assessed risks associated
with the reasonably foreseen conditions
of use for these chemicals. EPA is
designating these reasonably foreseen
and other circumstances of use as
significant new uses. As a result, those
significant new uses cannot occur
without first going through a separate,
subsequent EPA review and
determination process associated with
the SNUN.

VI. Rationale and Objectives of the Rule
A. Rationale

During review of the PMNs submitted
for the chemical substances that are the
subject of these SNURs and as further
discussed in Unit IV. of the proposed
rule, EPA identified certain reasonably
foreseen conditions of use as well as
other circumstances different from the
intended conditions of use identified in
the PMNs and determined that those
changes could result in changes in the
type or form of exposure to the chemical
substances and/or increased exposures
to the chemical substances and/or
changes in the reasonably anticipated
manner and methods of manufacturing,
processing, distribution in commerce,
and disposal of the chemical substances.

B. Objectives

EPA is issuing these SNURs because
the Agency wants:

e To receive notice of any person’s
intent to manufacture or process a listed
chemical substance for the described
significant new use before that activity
begins.

e To have an opportunity to review
and evaluate data submitted in a SNUN
before the notice submitter begins
manufacturing or processing a listed
chemical substance for the described
significant new use.

e To be obligated to make a
determination under TSCA section
5(a)(3) regarding the use described in
the SNUN, under the conditions of use.
The Agency will either determine under
TSCA section 5(a)(3)(C) that the
chemical, under the conditions of use,
is not likely to present an unreasonable
risk, including an unreasonable risk to
a potentially exposed or susceptible
subpopulation identified as relevant by

the Administrator under the conditions
of use, or make a determination under
TSCA section 5(a)(3)(A) or (B) and take
the required regulatory action associated
with the determination, before
manufacture or processing for the
significant new use of the chemical
substance can occur.

Issuance of a SNUR for a chemical
substance does not signify that the
chemical substance is listed on the
TSCA Chemical Substance Inventory
(TSCA Inventory). Guidance on how to
determine if a chemical substance is on
the TSCA Inventory is available on the
internet at http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/
existingchemicals/pubs/tscainventory/
index.html.

VII. Applicability of the Significant
New Use Designation

To establish a significant new use,
EPA must determine that the use is not
ongoing. The chemical substances
subject to this rule have undergone
premanufacture review. In cases where
EPA has not received a notice of
commencement (NOC) and the chemical
substance has not been added to the
TSCA Inventory, no person may
commence such activities without first
submitting a PMN. Therefore, for
chemical substances for which an NOC
has not been submitted EPA concludes
that the designated significant new uses
are not ongoing.

EPA designated December 2, 2019
(the date of web posting of the proposed
rule) as the cutoff date for determining
whether the new use is ongoing. The
objective of EPA’s approach has been to
ensure that a person could not defeat a
SNUR by initiating a significant new use
before the effective date of the final rule.

In the unlikely event that a person
began commercial manufacture or
processing of the chemical substances
for a significant new use identified as of
December 2, 2019, that person will have
to cease any such activity upon the
effective date of the final rule. To
resume their activities, that person
would have to first comply with all
applicable SNUR notification
requirements and wait until EPA has
conducted a review of the notice, made
an appropriate determination on the
notice, and has taken such actions as are
required with that determination.

VIIIL Development and Submission of
Information

EPA recognizes that TSCA section 5
does not require development of any
particular new information (e.g.,
generating test data) before submission
of a SNUN. There is an exception: If a
person is required to submit information
for a chemical substance pursuant to a
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rule, Order or consent agreement under
TSCA section 4 (15 U.S.C. 2603), then
TSCA section 5(b)(1)(A) (15 U.S.C.
2604(b)(1)(A)) requires such information
to be submitted to EPA at the time of
submission of the SNUN.

In the absence of a rule, Order, or
consent agreement under TSCA section
4 covering the chemical substance,
persons are required only to submit
information in their possession or
control and to describe any other
information known to or reasonably
ascertainable by them (see 40 CFR
720.50). However, upon review of PMNs
and SNUNSs, the Agency has the
authority to require appropriate testing.
Unit IV. of the proposed rule lists
potentially useful information for all
SNURs listed here. Descriptions are
provided for informational purposes.
The potentially useful information
identified in Unit IV. of the proposed
rule will be useful to EPA’s evaluation
in the event that someone submits a
SNUN for the significant new use.
Companies who are considering
submitting a SNUN are encouraged, but
not required, to develop the information
on the substance.

EPA strongly encourages persons,
before performing any testing, to consult
with the Agency. Furthermore, pursuant
to TSCA section 4(h), which pertains to
reduction of testing in vertebrate
animals, EPA encourages consultation
with the Agency on the use of
alternative test methods and strategies
(also called New Approach
Methodologies, or NAMs), if available,
to generate the recommended test data.
EPA encourages dialog with Agency
representatives to help determine how
best the submitter can meet both the
data needs and the objective of TSCA
section 4(h).

The potentially useful information
described in Unit IV. of the proposed
rule may not be the only means of
providing information to evaluate the
chemical substance associated with the
significant new uses. However,
submitting a SNUN without any test
data may increase the likelihood that
EPA will take action under TSCA
sections 5(e) or 5(f). EPA recommends
that potential SNUN submitters contact
EPA early enough so that they will be
able to conduct the appropriate tests.

SNUN submitters should be aware
that EPA will be better able to evaluate
SNUNSs which provide detailed
information on the following:

¢ Human exposure and
environmental release that may result
from the significant new use of the
chemical substances.

o Information on risks posed by the
chemical substances compared to risks
posed by potential substitutes.

IX. Procedural Determinations

By this rule, EPA is establishing
certain significant new uses which have
been claimed as GBI subject to Agency
confidentiality regulations at 40 CFR
part 2 and 40 CFR part 720, subpart E.
Absent a final determination or other
disposition of the confidentiality claim
under 40 CFR part 2 procedures, EPA is
required to keep this information
confidential. EPA promulgated a
procedure to deal with the situation
where a specific significant new use is
CBI, at 40 CFR 721.1725(b)(1).

Under these procedures a
manufacturer or processor may request
EPA to determine whether a proposed
use would be a significant new use
under the rule. The manufacturer or
processor must show that it has a bona
fide intent to manufacture or process the
chemical substance and must identify
the specific use for which it intends to
manufacture or process the chemical
substance. If EPA concludes that the
person has shown a bona fide intent to
manufacture or process the chemical
substance, EPA will tell the person
whether the use identified in the bona
fide submission would be a significant
new use under the rule. Since most of
the chemical identities of the chemical
substances subject to these SNURs are
also CBI, manufacturers and processors
can combine the bona fide submission
under the procedure in 40 CFR
721.1725(b)(1) with that under 40 CFR
721.11 into a single step.

If EPA determines that the use
identified in the bona fide submission
would not be a significant new use, i.e.,
the use does not meet the criteria
specified in the rule for a significant
new use, that person can manufacture or
process the chemical substance so long
as the significant new use trigger is not
met. In the case of a production volume
trigger, this means that the aggregate
annual production volume does not
exceed that identified in the bona fide
submission to EPA. Because of
confidentiality concerns, EPA does not
typically disclose the actual production
volume that constitutes the use trigger.
Thus, if the person later intends to
exceed that volume, a new bona fide
submission would be necessary to
determine whether that higher volume
would be a significant new use.

X. SNUN Submissions

According to 40 CFR 721.1(c), persons
submitting a SNUN must comply with
the same notification requirements and
EPA regulatory procedures as persons

submitting a PMN, including
submission of test data on health and
environmental effects as described in 40
CFR 720.50. SNUNs must be submitted
on EPA Form No. 7710-25, generated
using e-PMN software, and submitted to
the Agency in accordance with the
procedures set forth in 40 CFR 720.40
and 40 CFR 721.25. e-PMN software is
available electronically at http://
www.epa.gov/opptintr/newchems.

XI. Economic Analysis

EPA has evaluated the potential costs
of establishing SNUN requirements for
potential manufacturers and processors
of the chemical substances subject to
this rule. EPA’s complete economic
analysis is available in the docket under
docket ID number EPA-HQ-OPPT-
2019-0595.

XII. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Additional information about these
statutes and Executive Orders can be
found at https://www.epa.gov/laws-
regulations-and-executive-orders.

A. Executive Order 12866: Regulatory
Planning and Review and Executive
Order 13563: Improving Regulations
and Regulatory Review

This action establishes SNURs for
several new chemical substances that
were the subject of PMNs. The Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) has
exempted these types of actions from
review under Executive Orders 12866
(58 FR 51735, October 4, 1993) and
13563 (76 FR 3821, January 21, 2011).

B. Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA)

According to PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501 et
seq.), an agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to a collection of information
that requires OMB approval under PRA,
unless it has been approved by OMB
and displays a currently valid OMB
control number. The OMB control
numbers for EPA’s regulations in title 40
of the CFR, after appearing in the
Federal Register, are listed in 40 CFR
part 9, and included on the related
collection instrument or form, if
applicable. EPA is amending the table in
40 CFR part 9 to list the OMB approval
number for the information collection
requirements contained in this action.
This listing of the OMB control numbers
and their subsequent codification in the
CFR satisfies the display requirements
of PRA and OMB’s implementing
regulations at 5 CFR part 1320. This
Information Collection Request (ICR)
was previously subject to public notice
and comment prior to OMB approval,
and given the technical nature of the
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table, EPA finds that further notice and
comment to amend it is unnecessary. As
aresult, EPA finds that there is “good
cause’ under section 553(b)(3)(B) of the
Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C.
553(b)(3)(B)) to amend this table
without further notice and comment.

The information collection
requirements related to this action have
already been approved by OMB
pursuant to PRA under OMB control
number 2070-0012 (EPA ICR No. 574).
This action does not impose any burden
requiring additional OMB approval. If
an entity were to submit a SNUN to the
Agency, the annual burden is estimated
to average between 30 and 170 hours
per response. This burden estimate
includes the time needed to review
instructions, search existing data
sources, gather and maintain the data
needed, and complete, review, and
submit the required SNUN.

Send any comments about the
accuracy of the burden estimate, and
any suggested methods for minimizing
respondent burden, including through
the use of automated collection
techniques, to the Director, Regulatory
Support Division, Office of Mission
Support (2822T), Environmental
Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania
Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20460-0001.
Please remember to include the OMB
control number in any correspondence,
but do not submit any completed forms
to this address.

C. Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)

Pursuant to RFA section 605(b) (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.), the Agency hereby
certifies that promulgation of this SNUR
would not have a significant adverse
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. The
requirement to submit a SNUN applies
to any person (including small or large
entities) who intends to engage in any
activity described in the final rule as a
“significant new use.” Because these
uses are ‘new,” based on all
information currently available to EPA,
it appears that no small or large entities
presently engage in such activities. A
SNUR requires that any person who
intends to engage in such activity in the
future must first notify EPA by
submitting a SNUN. Although some
small entities may decide to pursue a
significant new use in the future, EPA
cannot presently determine how many,
if any, there may be. However, EPA’s
experience to date is that, in response to
the promulgation of SNURs covering
over 1,000 chemicals, the Agency
receives only a small number of notices
per year. For example, the number of
SNUNSs received was seven in Federal
fiscal year (FY) 2013, 13 in FY2014, six

in FY2015, 10 in FY2016, 14 in FY2017,
and 11 in FY2018 and only a fraction of
these were from small businesses. In
addition, the Agency currently offers
relief to qualifying small businesses by
reducing the SNUN submission fee from
$16,000 to $2,800. This lower fee
reduces the total reporting and
recordkeeping of cost of submitting a
SNUN to about $10,116 for qualifying
small firms. Therefore, the potential
economic impacts of complying with
this SNUR are not expected to be
significant or adversely impact a
substantial number of small entities. In
a SNUR that published in the Federal
Register of June 2, 1997 (62 FR 29684)
(FRL-5597-1), the Agency presented its
general determination that final SNURs
are not expected to have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities, which was
provided to the Chief Counsel for
Advocacy of the Small Business
Administration.

D. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
(UMRA)

Based on EPA’s experience with
proposing and finalizing SNURs, State,
local, and Tribal governments have not
been impacted by these rulemakings,
and EPA does not have any reasons to
believe that any State, local, or Tribal
government will be impacted by this
action. As such, EPA has determined
that this action does not impose any
enforceable duty, contain any unfunded
mandate, or otherwise have any effect
on small governments subject to the
requirements of UMRA sections 202,
203, 204, or 205 (2 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.).

E. Executive Order 13132: Federalism

This action will not have a substantial
direct effect on States, on the
relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government, as specified in
Executive Order 13132, entitled
“Federalism” (64 FR 43255, August 10,
1999).

F. Executive Order 13175: Consultation
and Coordination With Indian Tribe
Governments

This action does not have Tribal
implications because it is not expected
to have substantial direct effects on
Indian Tribes. This action does not
significantly nor uniquely affect the
communities of Indian Tribal
governments, nor does it involve or
impose any requirements that affect
Indian Tribes. Accordingly, the
requirements of Executive Order 13175

(65 FR 67249, November 9, 2000), do
not apply to this action.

G. Executive Order 13045: Protection of
Children From Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks

This action is not subject to Executive
Order 13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23,
1997), because this is not an
economically significant regulatory
action as defined by Executive Order
12866, and this action does not address
environmental health or safety risks
disproportionately affecting children.

H. Executive Order 13211: Actions
Concerning Regulations That
Significantly Affect Energy Supply,
Distribution, or Use

This action is not subject to Executive
Order 13211 (66 FR 28355, May 22,
2001), because this action is not
expected to affect energy supply,
distribution, or use and because this
action is not a significant regulatory
action under Executive Order 12866.

I. National Technology Transfer and
Advancement Act (NTTAA)

In addition, since this action does not
involve any technical standards,
NTTAA section 12(d) (15 U.S.C. 272
note), does not apply to this action.

J. Executive Order 12898: Federal
Actions To Address Environmental
Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations

This action does not entail special
considerations of environmental justice
related issues as delineated by
Executive Order 12898 (59 FR 7629,
February 16, 1994).

XIII. Congressional Review Act

Pursuant to the Congressional Review
Act (5 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), EPA will
submit a report containing this rule and
other required information to the U.S.
Senate, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the Comptroller
General of the United States prior to
publication of the rule in the Federal
Register. This action is not a “major
rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

List of Subjects
40 CFR Part 9

Environmental protection, Reporting
and recordkeeping requirements.

40 CFR Part 721

Environmental protection, Chemicals,
Hazardous substances, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.
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Dated: July 16, 2020.
Tala Henry,
Deputy Director, Office of Pollution
Prevention and Toxics.

Therefore, for the reasons stated in the
preamble, the EPA amends 40 CFR parts
9 and 721 as follows:

PART 9—OMB APPROVALS UNDER
THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT

m 1. The authority citation for part 9
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 135 et seq., 136—136y;
15 U.S.C. 2001, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2601-2671;
21 U.S.C. 331j, 3464, 348; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 33
U.S.C. 1251 et seq., 1311, 1313d, 1314, 1318,
1321, 1326, 1330, 1342, 1344, 1345 (d) and
(e), 1361; E.O. 11735, 38 FR 21243, 3 CFR,
1971-1975 Comp. p. 973; 42 U.S.C. 241,
242b, 243, 246, 300f, 300g, 300g—1, 300g-2,
300g-3, 300g—4, 300g—5, 300g—6, 300j—1,
300j—2, 300j—3, 300j—4, 300j—9, 1857 et seq.,
6901-6992k, 7401-7671q, 7542, 9601-9657,
11023, 11048.

m 2.In § 9.1, amend the table by adding
entries for §§721.11447 through
721.11452 in numerical order under the
undesignated center heading
“Significant New Uses of Chemical
Substances” to read as follows:

§9.1 OMB approvals under the Paperwork
Reduction Act.

* * * * *

OMB control

40 CFR citation No.

* * * * *

Significant New Uses of Chemical
Substances

* * * * *

721.11447 2070-0012
721.11448 2070-0012
721.11449 2070-0012
721.11450 2070-0012

721.11451 2070-0012
721.11452 2070-0012
* * * * *

PART 721—SIGNIFICANT NEW USES
OF CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES

m 3. The authority citation for part 721
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 2604, 2607, and
2625(c).

m 4. Add §§721.11447 through
721.11452 to subpart E to read as
follows:

Subpart E—Significant New Uses for
Specific Chemical Substances

* * * * *

Sec.
* * * * *

721.11447 1,3-Cyclohexanedimethanamine
adduct (generic).

721.11448 Polychloropropane (generic).

721.11449 1-Propanaminium, 2-hydroxy-
N,N-dimethyl-N-[3-[(1-
oxooctyl)amino]propyll-3-sulfo-, inner
salt.

721.11450 Polyol, reaction products with
formaldehyde and methanol (generic).

721.11451 Metal, alkenoic acid-alkyl
alkenoate-alkyl substituted alkenoate
polymer carbopolycycle complexes
(generic).

721.11452 Phosphonomethylated ether
diamine (generic).

* * * * *

§721.11447 1,3-
Cyclohexanedimethanamine adduct
(generic).

(a) Chemical substance and

significant new uses subject to reporting.

(1) The chemical substance identified
generically as 1,3-
cyclohexanedimethanamine adduct
(PMN P-16-291) is subject to reporting
under this section for the significant
new uses described in paragraph (a)(2)
of this section.

(2) The significant new uses are:

(1) Industrial, commercial, and
consumer activities. Requirements as
specified in § 721.80(0).

(ii) Release to water. Requirements as
specified in § 721.90(a)(4), (b)(4), and
(c)(4), where N=74.

(b) Specific requirements. The
provisions of subpart A of this part
apply to this section except as modified
by this paragraph (b).

(1) Recordkeeping. Recordkeeping
requirements as specified in
§721.125(a) through (c), (i), and (k) are
applicable to manufacturers and
processors of this substance.

(2) Limitations or revocation of
certain notification requirements. The
provisions of § 721.185 apply to this
section.

§721.11448 Polychloropropane (generic).
(a) Chemical substance and

significant new uses subject to reporting.

(1) The chemical substance identified
generically as polychloropropane (PMN
P-16-486) is subject to reporting under
this section for the significant new uses
described in paragraph (a)(2) of this
section.

(2) The significant new uses are:

(i) Industrial, commercial, and
consumer activities. Requirements as
specified in § 721.80(a), (b), (c), and (h).
It is a significant new use to use
sampling methods other than the “zero-

contact” methods described in the PMN.

(ii) Disposal. Requirements as
specified in § 721.85(a)(1), (b)(1), and
(c)(1).

(b) Specific requirements. The
provisions of subpart A of this part
apply to this section except as modified
by this paragraph (b).

(1) Recordkeeping. Recordkeeping
requirements as specified in
§ 721.125(a) through (c), (i), and (j) are
applicable to manufacturers and
processors of this substance.

(2) Limitations or revocation of
certain notification requirements. The
provisions of § 721.185 apply to this
section.

§721.11449 1-Propanaminium, 2-hydroxy-
N,N-dimethyl-N-[3-[(1-
oxooctyl)amino]propyl]-3-sulfo-, inner salt.

(a) Chemical substance and
significant new uses subject to reporting.
(1) The chemical substance identified as
1-Propanaminium, 2-hydroxy-N,N-
dimethyl-N-[3-[(1-
oxooctyl)amino]propyl]-3-sulfo-, inner
salt (PMN P-17-184; CASRN 1612795—
77-3) is subject to reporting under this
section for the significant new uses
described in paragraph (a)(2) of this
section.

(2) The significant new uses are:

(i) Protection in the workplace.
Requirements as specified in
§721.63(a)(4) and (5), (b)(concentration
set at 1.0%) and (c). When determining
which persons are reasonable likely to
be exposed as required for
§721.63(a)(4), engineering control
measures (e.g., enclosure or
confinement of the operation, general
and local ventilation) or administrative
control measures (e.g., workplace
policies and procedures) shall be
considered and implemented to prevent
exposures, where feasible. For purposes
of § 721.63(a)(5), respirators must
provide a National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health
assigned protection factor of at least
1000.

(ii) Industrial, commercial, and
consumer activities. It is a significant
new use to manufacture, process or use
the substance for use other than
firefighting foams, industrial all-purpose
cleaners, and transportation washes. It
is a significant new use to process the
substance to greater than 10% by weight
in the final formulated product.

(b) Specific requirements. The
provisions of subpart A of this part
apply to this section except as modified
by this paragraph (b).

(1) Recordkeeping. Recordkeeping
requirements as specified in
§ 721.125(a) through (d), and (i) are
applicable to manufacturers and
processors of this substance.

(2) Limitations or revocation of
certain notification requirements. The
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provisions of § 721.185 apply to this
section.

§721.11450 Polyol, reaction products with
formaldehyde and methanol (generic).

(a) Chemical substance and
significant new uses subject to reporting.
(1) The chemical substance identified
generically as polyol, reaction products
with formaldehyde and methanol (PMN
P-18-232) is subject to reporting under
this section for the significant new uses
described in paragraph (a)(2) of this
section.

(2) The significant new uses are:

(i) Industrial, commercial, and
consumer activities. It is a significant
new use to manufacture, process or use
of the substance in a manner that results
in inhalation exposure. It is a significant
new use to manufacture the substance at
greater than the confidential annual
production volume described in the
PMN.

(ii) [Reserved].

(b) Specific requirements. The
provisions of subpart A of this part
apply to this section except as modified
by this paragraph (b).

(1) Recordkeeping. Recordkeeping
requirements as specified in
§ 721.125(a) through (c), and (i) are
applicable to manufacturers and
processors of this substance.

(2) Limitations or revocation of
certain notification requirements. The
provisions of § 721.185 apply to this
section.

(3) Determining whether a specific use
is subject to this section. The provisions
of § 721.1725(b)(1) apply to paragraph
(a)(2)(i) of this section.

§721.11451 Metal, alkenoic acid-alkyl
alkenoate-alkyl substituted alkenoate
polymer carbopolycycle complexes
(generic).

(a) Chemical substance and
significant new uses subject to reporting.
(1) The chemical substance identified
generically as metal, alkenoic acid-alkyl
alkenoate-alkyl substituted alkenoate
polymer carbopolycycle complexes
(PMN P-18-236) is subject to reporting
under this section for the significant
new uses described in paragraph (a)(2)
of this section.

(2) The significant new uses are:

(i) Industrial, commercial, and
consumer activities. Requirements as
specified in § 721.80(j). It is a significant
new use to manufacture, processing or
use of the PMN substance in a manner
that results in inhalation exposure.

(ii) Release to water. Requirements as
specified in § 721.90(a)(4), (b)(4), and
(c)(4), where N=50.

(b) Specific requirements. The
provisions of subpart A of this part

apply to this section except as modified
by this paragraph (b).

(1) Recordkeeping. Recordkeeping
requirements as specified in
§721.125(a) through (c), (i), and (k) are
applicable to manufacturers and
processors of this substance.

(2) Limitations or revocation of
certain notification requirements. The
provisions of § 721.185 apply to this
section.

(3) Determining whether a specific use
is subject to this section. The provisions
of § 721.1725(b)(1) apply to paragraph
(a)(2)(i) of this section.

§721.11452 Phosphonomethylated ether
diamine (generic).

(a) Chemical substance and
significant new uses subject to reporting.
(1) The chemical substance identified
generically as phosphonomethylated
ether diamine (PMN P-18-264) is subject
to reporting under this section for the
significant new uses described in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) The significant new uses are:

(i) Industrial, commercial, and
consumer activities. It is a significant
new use to manufacture, processing or
use of the PMN substance in a manner
that results in inhalation exposure.

(ii) [Reserved].

(b) Specific requirements. The
provisions of subpart A of this part
apply to this section except as modified
by this paragraph (b).

(1) Recordkeeping. Recordkeeping
requirements as specified in
§721.125(a) through (c), and (i) are
applicable to manufacturers and
processors of this substance.

(2) Limitations or revocation of
certain notification requirements. The
provisions of § 721.185 apply to this
section.

[FR Doc. 2020-16382 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52
[EPA-R07-OAR-2020-0014; FRL-10012—
93—-Region 7]

Air Plan Approval; Missouri; Control of
Emissions From Production of
Pesticides and Herbicides

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is taking final action to
approve a revision to the State
Implementation Plan (SIP) for its rule

related to control of emissions from
production of pesticides and herbicides
in the Kansas City area. This final action
will amend the SIP to remove certain
provisions from the rule, consolidate
requirements, include incorporations by
reference and revise restrictive
language. The EPA’s approval of these
rule revisions is being done in
accordance with the requirements of the
Clean Air Act (CAA).

DATES: This final rule is effective on
September 21, 2020.

ADDRESSES: The EPA has established a
docket for this action under Docket ID
No. EPA-R07-OAR-2020-0014. All
documents in the docket are listed on
the https://www.regulations.gov
website. Although listed in the index,
some information is not publicly
available, i.e., CBI or other information
whose disclosure is restricted by statute.
Certain other material, such as
copyrighted material, is not placed on
the internet and will be publicly
available only in hard copy form.
Publicly available docket materials are
available through https://
www.regulations.gov or please contact
the person identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section for
additional information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Will
Stone, Environmental Protection
Agency, Region 7 Office, Air Quality
Planning Branch, 11201 Renner
Boulevard, Lenexa, Kansas 66219;
telephone number: (913) 551-7714;
email address: stone.william@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document “we,” “us,”
and ‘“our” refer to EPA.

Table of Contents

I. What is being addressed in this document?

II. Have the requirements for approval of a
SIP revision been met?

III. The EPA’s Response to Comments

IV. What action is the EPA taking?

V. Incorporation by Reference

VI. Statutory and Executive Order Reviews

I. What is being addressed in this
document?

The EPA is approving revisions to 10
Code of State Regulation (CSR) 10—
2.320, Control of Emissions from
Production of Pesticides and Herbicides
in the Missouri SIP. Missouri made
several revisions to the rule. These
revisions are described in detail in the
technical support document (TSD)
included in the docket for this action.
The EPA is finalizing this action
because the revisions to these rules meet
the applicable requirements of the Clean
Air Act.
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II. Have the requirements for approval
of a SIP revision been met?

The State submission has met the
public notice requirements for SIP
submissions in accordance with 40 CFR
51.102. The submission also satisfied
the completeness criteria of 40 CFR part
51, appendix V. The State provided
public notice on this SIP revision from
August 1, 2018 to September 30, 2018
and received fourteen comments on the
two rules. Missouri responded to all
comments. As stated in the TSD for this
action, the revision meets the
substantive SIP requirements of the
CAA, including section 110 and
implementing regulations.

III. The EPA’s Response to Comments

The public comment period on the
EPA’s proposed rule was open from
February 4, 2020 through March 5,
2020. During this period, EPA received
several comments from two
commenters.

Comments From Center for Biological
Diversity and Center for Environmental
Health

Comment: The Center for Biological
Diversity and Center for Environmental
Health made several comments in their
comment letter related to language that
had been previously approved into the
SIP when it was approved in 1989. See
54 FR 10322 (March 13, 1989) and 54
FR 46232 (November 2, 1989). The
commenters raise the following issues:
(1) The sources covered by the rule; (2)
the sufficiency of the monitoring and
recordkeeping provisions; and (3) the
legal sufficiency of language related to
the director’s review of records kept by
subject sources.

Response: EPA appreciates the
comments on the proposal, but they are
not germane to the SIP revision at issue
in this action. As described in detail in
the TSD to this rulemaking, the
revisions to this rule are administrative
in nature and do not change the purpose
or substance of the preexisting state rule
in the SIP. The TSD, included in the
docket for this rulemaking, detail the
revisions the state made to the prior
version of the rule using strikeout, bold
and red lettering. These minor changes
include, for example, moving previously
approved language into a new section
(revisions to section (3) and (4));
renumbering paragraphs (revisions to
sections (4) and (5)); and other minor
wording changes (revisions to section
(1)). EPA’s TSD analysis focused only
on these wording changes and did not
evaluate the unchanged portions of the
preexisting state rule. The state made no
substantive changes e.g., applicability,

emission limit changes, etc., to the rule
already approved in the state’s SIP.

The EPA did not intend to solicit
comments on the portions of the rule
that the state did not change in this
rulemaking. The NPRM did not request
comment on the portions of the rule that
were unchanged. Further, EPA’s
comments during the state’s rulemaking
process that led to this SIP revision
focused only on the administrative and
minor changes made to the rule, not on
the substantive requirements previously
approved into the SIP. See EPA-R07—
OAR-2020-0014, State Submittal, p.
19.1 Thus, the agency’s comments on
the state’s draft SIP submission reflect
that the agency was not evaluating the
state rule for any purposes other than
the minor revisions the state intended to
make.

As demonstrated by the language in
both the TSD and the notice of proposed
rulemaking, the agency was not
evaluating, and did not intend to
evaluate, this SIP revision for
substantive purposes. This action
merely approves the state’s editorial and
renumbering changes to the existing,
approved SIP provision.

The agency first approved the
provision into the Missouri SIP in 1989.
54 FR 10322 (March 13, 1989). The state
subsequently amended the rule, which
EPA approved. 59 FR 43480 (Aug. 24,
1994) (correction document 60 FR
16806 April 3, 1995). Courts have
indicated that actions, such as the
action taken on this rule, do not reopen
issues on which the agency was not
seeking comment. Sierra Club v. EPA,
551 F.3d 1019, 1024 (D.C. Cir. 2008)
(citing Am. Iron & Steel Inst. v. EPA,
886 F.2d 390, 397 (D.C. Cir. 1989))
(“Under the reopening doctrine, the
time for seeking review starts anew
where the agency reopens an issue by
holding out the unchanged section as a
proposed regulation, offering an
explanation for its language, soliciting
comments on its substance, and
responding to the comments in
promulgating the regulation in its final
form.”); Appalachian Power v. EPA, 251
F.3d 1026 (D.C. Cir. 2004).2 The issues

1 Although EPA’s comments on the rulemaking
included a comment related to MDNR’s
requirement to comply with the requirements of
CAA sections 110 and 193, 42 U.S.C. 7410 and
7515; as demonstrated by the EPA’s comment letter,
those comments applied generally to all SIP
revisions made by MDNR. Further, because this rule
did not have substantive changes to the
requirements previously SIP-approved in 1989,
MDNR was not required to make a demonstration
under section 110 or 193 because there would be
no emissions increases related to the changes in the
rulemaking.

2ARTBA v. EPA, 588 F.3d 1109 at 1114 (rewriting
arule in plain language does not reopen); Kennecott

raised by the commenter address the
wording and substance of the state rule
approved by the agency in 1989.
Accordingly, any challenge to the 1989
approval would be governed the timing
requirements in Clean Air Act section
301, 42 U.S.C. 7601.

Further, EPA notes that the rule now
covers only one source, that existed
when 10 CSR 10-2.320 was first
approved, in an area that is currently
attaining all of the NAAQS, including
ozone. This rule will continue to apply
to this source and any new sources will
be subject to the appropriate permitting
requirements of the Clean Air Act and
the Missouri State Implementation Plan.

The commenters focus entirely on
portions of the rule that were not
changed by this rulemaking, but instead
were approved into the SIP by the
agency in 1989 and 1995. As discussed
above, the agency did not reopen these
provisions for comment. Therefore, EPA
is finalizing this SIP revision.

Anonymous Commenter

Comment: The commenter stated that
EPA should not approve this SIP
revision unless Missouri addresses all
the comments and makes all the
changes EPA requested in its comments
on the rule.

Response: During Missouri’s public
comment process, EPA submitted
comments on the state’s proposed
revisions to a number of existing SIP
provisions. EPA submitted some general
comments applicable to the state’s
revisions to all of the state rules at issue,
not all of which were applicable to the
revisions to 10 CSR 10-2.320 at issue in
this action. EPA submitted three
comments to the state that were specific
to the rule revisions addressed in this
action. These specific comments by EPA
were related to clarity and references in
the rulemaking and Missouri made
those revisions. EPA has determined
that the state’s submission has met the
requirements of the Clean Air Act.

IV. What action is the EPA taking?

The EPA is taking final action to
amend 10 CSR 10-2.320 Control of
Emissions from Production of Pesticides
and Herbicides, which applies in the
Kansas City area.

Utah Copper Corp. v. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 88
F.3d 1191 at 1220 (no reopener where agency
“merely re-worded the provision” with “no
meaningful difference”); Columbia Falls Aluminum
Co. v. EPA, 139 F.3d 914, 920 (D.C. Cir. 1998)
(dictum) (no reopener where agency action “merely
republished an existing rule”); cf. also Pub. Citizen
v. Nuclear Regulatory Com., 901 F.2d 147, 150 (D.C.
Cir. 1990) (“where an agency’s actions show that it
has not merely republished an existing rule in order
to propose minor changes to it, but has
reconsidered the rule and decided to keep it in
effect, challenges to the rule are in order”).



Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/Rules and Regulations

51665

V. Incorporation by Reference

In this document, the EPA is
finalizing regulatory text that includes
incorporation by reference. In
accordance with requirements of 1 CFR
51.5, the EPA is finalizing the
incorporation by reference of the
Missouri Regulations described in the
amendments to 40 CFR part 52 set forth
below. The EPA has made, and will
continue to make, these materials
generally available through
www.regulations.gov and at the EPA
Region 7 Office (please contact the
person identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section of this
preamble for more information).

Therefore, these materials have been
approved by the EPA for inclusion in
the State Implementation Plan, have
been incorporated by reference by EPA
into that plan, are fully federally
enforceable under sections 110 and 113
of the CAA as of the effective date of the
final rulemaking of the EPA’s approval,
and will be incorporated by reference in
the next update to the SIP compilation.3

VI. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Under the Clean Air Act CAA, the
Administrator is required to approve a
SIP submission that complies with the
provisions of the Act and applicable
Federal regulations. 42 U.S.C. 7410(k);
40 CFR 52.02(a). Thus, in reviewing SIP
submissions, EPA’s role is to approve
state choices, provided that they meet
the criteria of the CAA. Accordingly,
this action merely approves state law as
meeting Federal requirements and does
not impose additional requirements
beyond those imposed by state law. For
that reason, this action:

¢ Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to review by the Office of
Management and Budget under
Executive Orders 12866 (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993) and 13563 (76 FR 3821,
January 21, 2011);

¢ Is not an Executive Order 13771 (82
FR 9339, February 2, 2017) regulatory
action because SIP approvals are
exempted under Executive Order 12866.

¢ Does not impose an information
collection burden under the provisions

of the Paperwork Reduction Act (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.);

o [s certified as not having a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

e Does not contain any unfunded
mandate or significantly or uniquely
affect small governments, as described
in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-4);

¢ Does not have Federalism
implications as specified in Executive
Order 13132 (64 FR 43255, August 10,
1999);

¢ Is not an economically significant
regulatory action based on health or
safety risks subject to Executive Order
13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23, 1997);

¢ Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to Executive Order 13211 (66 FR
28355, May 22, 2001);

e Is not subject to requirements of the
National Technology Transfer and
Advancement Act (NTTA) because this
rulemaking does not involve technical
standards; and

¢ Does not provide EPA with the
discretionary authority to address, as
appropriate, disproportionate human
health or environmental effects, using
practicable and legally permissible
methods, under Executive Order 12898
(59 FR 7629, February 16, 1994).

In addition, the SIP is not approved
to apply on any Indian reservation land
or in any other area where the EPA or
an Indian tribe has demonstrated that a
tribe has jurisdiction. In those areas of
Indian country, the rule does not have
tribal implications and will not impose
substantial direct costs on tribal
governments or preempt tribal law as
specified by Executive Order 13175 (65
FR 67249, November 9, 2000).

The Congressional Review Act, 5
U.S.C. 801 et seq., as added by the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996, generally provides
that before a rule may take effect, the
agency promulgating the rule must
submit a rule report, which includes a
copy of the rule, to each House of the
Congress and to the Comptroller General
of the United States. EPA will submit a
report containing this action and other

EPA-APPROVED MISSOURI REGULATIONS

required information to the U.S. Senate,
the U.S. House of Representatives, and
the Comptroller General of the United
States prior to publication of the rule in
the Federal Register. A major rule
cannot take effect until 60 days after it
is published in the Federal Register.
This action is not a “major rule” as
defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

Under section 307(b)(1) of the Clean
Air Act CAA, petitions for judicial
review of this action must be filed in the
United States Court of Appeals for the
appropriate circuit by October 20, 2020.
Filing a petition for reconsideration by
the Administrator of this final rule does
not affect the finality of this action for
the purposes of judicial review nor does
it extend the time within which a
petition for judicial review may be filed,
and shall not postpone the effectiveness
of such rule or action. This action may
not be challenged later in proceedings to
enforce its requirements. (See section
307(b)(2)).

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Intergovernmental relations,
Ozone, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Volatile organic
compounds.

Dated: July 24, 2020.

James Gulliford,
Regional Administrator, Region 7.

For the reasons stated in the

preamble, the EPA amends 40 CFR part
52 as set forth below:

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m 1. The authority citation for part 52
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.
Subpart—AA Missouri

m 2.In §52.1320, the table in paragraph
(c) is amended by revising the entry
“10-2.320" to read as follows:

§52.1320 Identification of plan.
* * * * *
(C) * *x %

Missouri

citation Title

State
effective
date

EPA approval date

Explanation

Missouri Department of Natural Resources

362 FR 27968 (May 22, 1997).
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. . State
Missouri Title effective EPA approval date Explanation
citation d
ate
Chapter 2—Air Quality Standards and Air Pollution Control Regulations for the Kansas City Metropolitan Area
10-2.320 ........ Control of Emissions from Production of Pesticides 1/30/19 8/21/20, [insert Federal
and Herbicides. Register citation].
* * * * *

[FR Doc. 2020-16440 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50—-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52
[EPA-R01-OAR-2019-0220; FRL-10012-
83-Region 1]

Air Plan Approval; Massachusetts;
Negative Declaration for the Oil and
Gas Industry

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is approving a State
Implementation Plan (SIP) revision
submitted by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. The revision provides
Massachusetts’ determination, via a
negative declaration, that there are no
facilities within its borders subject to
EPA’s 2016 Control Technique
Guideline (CTG) for the oil and gas
industry with respect to both the 2008
and 2015 Ozone National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS). The
intended effect of this action is to
approve this item into the non
regulatory portion of the Massachusetts
SIP. This action is being taken under the
Clean Air Act.

DATES: This rule is effective on
September 21, 2020.

ADDRESSES: EPA has established a
docket for this action under Docket
Identification No. EPA-R01-OAR-
2019-0220. All documents in the docket
are listed on the https://
www.regulations.gov website. Although
listed in the index, some information is
not publicly available, i.e., CBI or other
information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Certain other
material, such as copyrighted material,
is not placed on the internet and will be

publicly available only in hard copy
form. Publicly available docket
materials are available at https://
www.regulations.gov, or at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, EPA
Region 1 Regional Office, Air and
Radiation Division, 5 Post Office
Square—Suite 100, Boston, MA. EPA
requests that if at all possible, you
contact the contact listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section to
schedule your inspection. The Regional
Office’s official hours of business are
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., excluding legal holidays and
facility closures due to COVID-19.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ariel Garcia, Environmental Protection
Specialist, Air and Radiation Division
(Mail Code 05-2), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Region 1, 5 Post
Office Square, Suite 100, Boston,
Massachusetts, 02109-3912; (617) 918—
1660. garcia.ariel@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document whenever
“we,” “us,” or “our” is used, we mean
EPA.

Table of Contents

I. Background and Purpose

II. Response to Comment

III. Final Action

IV. Statutory and Executive Order Reviews

I. Background and Purpose

On May 18, 2020, EPA published a
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM;
see 85 FR 29678) with an associated
Direct Final Rule (DFR; see 85 FR
29628) for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. The DFR approved a
negative declaration for Massachusetts
for EPA’s 2016 Control Technique
Guideline (CTG) for the oil and gas
industry. We received one relevant
adverse comment on the NPRM, and so
withdrew the DFR via a Withdrawal
Notice published on June 26, 2020. See
85 FR 38327. Other specific
requirements of Massachusetts’
submittal and the rationale for EPA’s

action are explained in the DFR and will
not be restated here. Our response to the
adverse comment on the NPRM is
summarized and responded to in
section II below.

II. Response to Comment

We received one relevant adverse
comment on the NPRM. A summary of
the comment, and our response, follows.

Comment: EPA provides no
explanation of why Massachusetts’ SIP
is acceptable. EPA’s mere
“understanding” is not enough to
approve a SIP, EPA must evaluate the
merits of the SIP and independently
verify the accuracy of Massachusetts’
assertions. EPA must check sources of
information for any sources subject to
the oil and natural gas industry CTG.

Response: First, we note that the
commenter does not provide any
information to contradict
Massachusetts’ finding that no sources
subject to EPA’s 2016 CTG for the oil
and gas industry exist within the
Commonwealth. EPA is not aware of
any information indicating that a facility
subject to the 2016 oil and gas CTG
exists within the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. Additionally, we note
that EPA has historically allowed states
to submit a negative declaration for a
particular CTG category if the state finds
that no sources exist in the state which
would be subject to that CTG. EPA has
addressed the idea of negative
declarations numerous times and for
various NAAQS including in the
General Preamble to the 1990
Amendments,? the 2006 RACT Q&A
Memo,? and the 2008 Ozone
Implementation Rule.3 In each of these

1“State Implementation Plans; General Preamble
for the Implementation of Title I of the Clean Air
Act Amendments of 1990, (57 FR 13498 at 13512
(April 16, 1992)).

2“RACT Q’s and A’s—Reasonably Available
Control Technology RACT: Questions and
Answers” Memorandum from William T. Harnett,
May 18, 2006.

3 “Implementation of the 2008 National Ambient
Air Quality Standards for Ozone: State


https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:garcia.ariel@epa.gov

Federal Register/Vol.

85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/Rules and Regulations

51667

documents, EPA asserted that if no
sources exist in the nonattainment area
for a particular CTG category, the state
would be allowed to submit a negative
declaration SIP revision. This principle
also applies to states in the ozone
transport region.

Second, we note that Massachusetts’
finding is consistent with information
contained within EPA data resources of
industrial activity within the United
States, such as the National Emissions
Inventory (NEI) database of sources of
air pollution, which is available at:
https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-
inventories/national-emissions-
inventory-nei. And last, we note that
EPA Region 1 worked with
Massachusetts, and EPA headquarters’
technical experts on the CTG, to review
the applicability criteria of EPA’s 2016
oil and gas CTG to assist the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts with
its determination.

II1. Final Action

We are approving a negative
declaration for EPA’s 2016 CTG entitled
“Control Techniques Guidelines for the
Oil and Natural Gas Industry” into the
Massachusetts SIP.

IV. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Under the Clean Air Act, the
Administrator is required to approve a
SIP submission that complies with the
provisions of the Act and applicable
Federal regulations. 42 U.S.C. 7410(k);
40 CFR 52.02(a). Thus, in reviewing SIP
submissions, EPA’s role is to approve
state choices, provided that they meet
the criteria of the Clean Air Act.
Accordingly, this action merely
approves state law as meeting Federal
requirements and does not impose
additional requirements beyond those
imposed by state law. For that reason,
this action:

e Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to review by the Office of
Management and Budget under
Executive Orders 12866 (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993) and 13563 (76 FR 3821,
January 21, 2011);

¢ Is not an Executive Order 13771
regulatory action because this action is
not significant under Executive Order
12866;

Implementation Plan Requirements,” (80 FR 12263
at 12278 (March 6, 2015)).

¢ Does not impose an information
collection burden under the provisions
of the Paperwork Reduction Act (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.);

o Is certified as not having a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

¢ Does not contain any unfunded
mandate or significantly or uniquely
affect small governments, as described
in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-4);

* Does not have federalism
implications as specified in Executive
Order 13132 (64 FR 43255, August 10,
1999);

e Is not an economically significant
regulatory action based on health or
safety risks subject to Executive Order
13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23, 1997);

¢ Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to Executive Order 13211 (66 FR
28355, May 22, 2001);

¢ Is not subject to requirements of
Section 12(d) of the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement
Act of 1995 (15 U.S.C. 272 note) because
application of those requirements would
be inconsistent with the Clean Air Act;
and

¢ Does not provide EPA with the
discretionary authority to address, as
appropriate, disproportionate human
health or environmental effects, using
practicable and legally permissible
methods, under Executive Order 12898
(59 FR 7629, February 16, 1994).

In addition, the SIP is not approved
to apply on any Indian reservation land
or in any other area where EPA or an
Indian tribe has demonstrated that a
tribe has jurisdiction. In those areas of
Indian country, the rule does not have
tribal implications and will not impose
substantial direct costs on tribal
governments or preempt tribal law as
specified by Executive Order 13175 (65
FR 67249, November 9, 2000).

The Congressional Review Act, 5
U.S.C. 801 et seq., as added by the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996, generally provides
that before a rule may take effect, the
agency promulgating the rule must
submit a rule report, which includes a
copy of the rule, to each House of the
Congress and to the Comptroller General
of the United States. Section 804,
however, exempts from section 801 the
following types of rules: rules of

particular applicability; rules relating to
agency management or personnel; and
rules of agency organization, procedure,
or practice that do not substantially
affect the rights or obligations of non-
agency parties. 5 U.S.C. 804(3). Because
this is a rule of particular applicability,
EPA is not required to submit a rule
report regarding this action under
section 801.

Under section 307(b)(1) of the Clean
Air Act, petitions for judicial review of
this action must be filed in the United
States Court of Appeals for the
appropriate circuit by October 20, 2020.
Filing a petition for reconsideration by
the Administrator of this final rule does
not affect the finality of this action for
the purposes of judicial review nor does
it extend the time within which a
petition for judicial review may be filed,
and shall not postpone the effectiveness
of such rule or action. This action may
not be challenged later in proceedings to
enforce its requirements. (See section

307(b)(2).)
List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Ozone, Volatile organic
compounds.

Dated: July 27, 2020.
Dennis Deziel,
Regional Administrator, EPA Region 1.

For the reasons stated in the
preamble, the EPA amends Part 52 of
chapter [, title 40 of the Code of Federal
Regulations as follows:

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m 1. The authority citation for part 52
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.
Subpart W—Massachusetts

m 2.In §52.1120, amend the table in
paragraph (e) by adding the entry for
“Negative declaration for the 2016
Control Techniques Guideline for the
Oil and Natural Gas Industry” at the end
of the table, to read as follows:

§52.1120 Identification of plan.
* * * * *
(e) * *x %
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MASSACHUSETTS NON-REGULATORY

Name of nonregulatory SIP provision

Applicable
geographic or
nonattainment

State
submittal date/
effective date

EPA approved date 3 Explanations

area
Negative declaration for the 2016 Control Techniques Statewide ....... 10/18/2018 8/21/2020 [Insert FEDERAL Negative dec-
Guidelines for the Oil and Natural Gas Industry. REGISTER citation]. laration

3To determine the EPA effective date for a specific provision listed in this table, consult the Federal Register notice cited in this column for

the particular provision.

[FR Doc. 2020-16725 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 63

[EPA-HQ-OAR-2016-0243; FRL—10009-65—
OAR]

RIN 2060-A066

National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants: Plywood and
Composite Wood Products Residual
Risk and Technology Review

Correction

In rule document 2020-12725
appearing on pages 49434—49469 in the
issue of August 13, 2020, make the
following correction:

§63.2282 [Corrected]

m On page 49459, in § 63.2282, in the
third column, in the ninth line down,
“August 13, 2021]” should read
“August 13, 2020”.

[FR Doc. C1-2020-12725 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 1300-01-D

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 180
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0460; FRL—10010-98]
Flupyradifurone; Pesticide Tolerances

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This regulation establishes
tolerances for residues of
flupyradifurone in or on multiple
commodities which are identified and
discussed later in this document. The
Interregional Project Number 4 (IR—4)
and the registrant, Bayer CropScience,
requested these tolerances under the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(FFDCA).

DATES: This regulation is effective
August 21, 2020. Objections and
requests for hearings must be received
on or before October 20, 2020 and must
be filed in accordance with the
instructions provided in 40 CFR part
178 (see also Unit I.C. of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION).
ADDRESSES: The docket for this action,
identified by docket identification (ID)
number EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0460, is
available at http://www.regulations.gov
or at the Office of Pesticide Programs
Regulatory Public Docket (OPP Docket)
in the Environmental Protection Agency
Docket Center (EPA/DC), West William
Jefferson Clinton Bldg., Rm. 3334, 1301
Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20460-0001. The Public Reading Room
is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, excluding legal
holidays. The telephone number for the
Public Reading Room is (202) 566—1744,
and the telephone number for the OPP
Docket is (703) 305-5805.

Please note that due to the public
health emergency, the EPA Docket
Center (EPA/DC) and Reading Room
was closed to public visitors on March
31, 2020. Our EPA/DC staff will
continue to provide customer service
via email, phone, and webform. For
further information on EPA/DC services,
docket contact information and the
current status of the EPA/DC and
Reading Room, please visit https://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Goodis, Registration Division
(7505P), Office of Pesticide Programs,
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20460-0001; main telephone number:
(703) 305—-7090; email address:
RDFRNotices@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. General Information

A. Does this action apply to me?

You may be potentially affected by
this action if you are an agricultural
producer, food manufacturer, or
pesticide manufacturer. The following
list of North American Industrial

Classification System (NAICS) codes is
not intended to be exhaustive, but rather
provides a guide to help readers
determine whether this document
applies to them. Potentially affected
entities may include:

¢ Crop production (NAICS code 111).

¢ Animal production (NAICS code
112).

e Food manufacturing (NAICS code
311).

¢ Pesticide manufacturing (NAICS
code 32532).

B. How can I get electronic access to
other related information?

You may access a frequently updated
electronic version of EPA’s tolerance
regulations at 40 CFR part 180 through
the Government Publishing Office’s e-
CFR site at http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/
text-idx?&c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/
Title40/40tab_02.tpl.

C. How can I file an objection or hearing
request?

Under FFDCA section 408(g), 21
U.S.C. 3464, any person may file an
objection to any aspect of this regulation
and may also request a hearing on those
objections. You must file your objection
or request a hearing on this regulation
in accordance with the instructions
provided in 40 CFR part 178. To ensure
proper receipt by EPA, you must
identify docket ID number EPA-HQ-
OPP-2019-0460 in the subject line on
the first page of your submission. All
objections and requests for a hearing
must be in writing, and must be
received by the Hearing Clerk on or
before October 20, 2020. Addresses for
mail and hand delivery of objections
and hearing requests are provided in 40
CFR 178.25(b).

In addition to filing an objection or
hearing request with the Hearing Clerk
as described in 40 CFR part 178, please
submit a copy of the filing (excluding
any Confidential Business Information
(CBD) for inclusion in the public docket.
Information not marked confidential
pursuant to 40 CFR part 2 may be
disclosed publicly by EPA without prior
notice. Submit the non-CBI copy of your
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objection or hearing request, identified
by docket ID number EPA-HQ-OPP-
2019-0460, by one of the following
methods:

¢ Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.
Do not submit electronically any
information you consider to be CBI or
other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute.

e Mail: OPP Docket, Environmental
Protection Agency Docket Center (EPA/
DC), (28221T), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave.
NW, Washington, DC 20460-0001.

e Hand Delivery: To make special
arrangements for hand delivery or
delivery of boxed information, please
follow the instructions at https://
www.epa.gov/dockets/where-send-
comments-epa-dockets.

Additional instructions on
commenting or visiting the docket,
along with more information about
dockets generally, is available at http://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

II. Summary of Petitioned-For
Tolerance

In the Federal Register of February
11, 2020 (85 FR 7708) (FRL-10005-02),
EPA issued a document pursuant to
FFDCA section 408(d)(3), 21 U.S.C.
346a(d)(3), announcing the filing of a
pesticide petition (PP 9E8771) by
Interregional Project Number 4 (IR—4),
Rutgers, the State University of New
Jersey, 500 College Road East, Suite 201
W, Princeton, NJ 08540. The petition
requested that 40 CFR 180.679 be
amended by establishing tolerances for
residues of the insecticide
flupyradifurone, 4-[[(6-chloro-3-
pyridinyl)methyl](2,2-
difluoroethyl)aminol- 2(5H)-furanone,
in or on Brassica, leafy greens, subgroup
4-16B at 40 parts per million (ppm);
Celtuce at 9 ppm; Coffee, green bean at
1.5 ppm; Fennel, Florence, fresh leaves
and stalk at 9 ppm; Kohlrabi at 6 ppm;
Leaf petiole vegetable subgroup 22B at
9 ppm; Leafy greens subgroup 4-16A at
30 ppm; Pineapple at 0.3 ppm; Sesame,
seed at 3 ppm; Stalk and stem vegetable
subgroup 22A, except prickly pear,
pads, and prickly pear, Texas, pads at
0.01 ppm; Sunflower subgroup 20B at
0.7 ppm; Tropical and subtropical,
inedible peel, cactus, subgroup 24D at
0.3 ppm; Tropical and subtropical, palm
fruit, edible peel, subgroup 23C at 8
ppm; and Vegetable, Brassica, head and
stem, group 5-16 at 6 ppm.

In addition, the IR—4 petition
requested that 40 CFR 180.679(c) be
amended by establishing tolerances
with regional restrictions for residues of
the insecticide flupyradifurone, 4-[[(6-
chloro-3-pyridinyl)methyl](2,2-

difluoroethyl)amino]- 2(5H)-furanone,
in or on Grass, forage, fodder and hay,
group 17 at 15 ppm.

Upon establishment of the above
tolerances, IR—4 requested the removal
of the existing tolerances in 40 CFR part
180.679 for residues of the insecticide
flupyradifurone, 4-[[(6-chloro-3-
pyridinyl)methyl](2,2-
difluoroethyl)amino]- 2(5H)-furanone,
in or on Brassica, head and stem
subgroup 5A at 6.0 ppm; Brassica, leafy
greens subgroup 5B at 40 ppm; Cactus,
fruit at 0.30 ppm; Cilantro, fresh leaves
at 30 ppm; Coffee, green been (import
tolerance) at 1.5 ppm; Leaf petioles,
subgroup 4B at 9.0 ppm; Leafy greens,
subgroup 4A at 30 ppm; Pitaya at 0.30
ppm; and Turnip greens at 40 ppm.

IR—4 also requested removal of the
section 18 emergency exemption
tolerances on sorghum, syrup at 90.0
ppm and sorghum, forage at 30 ppm.
Through inadvertent error however,
EPA failed to provide notice of this
petitioned-for request in its February 11,
2020 document.

In the Federal Register of October 28,
2019 (84 FR 57417) (FRL-10001-12),
EPA issued a document pursuant to
FFDCA section 408(d)(3), 21 U.S.C.
346a(d)(3), announcing the filing of a
pesticide petition (PP 9F8775) by Bayer
CropScience, 2 T.W. Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709, that
requested to establish a tolerance in in
40 CFR part 180.679 for residues of the
insecticide flupyradifurone 4-[[(6-
chloro-3-pyridinyl)methyl](2,2-
difluoroethyl)amino]- 2(5H)-furanone,
in or on Rapeseed subgroup (Crop
Subgroup 20A) at 0.03 ppm. This
document referenced a summary of the
petition prepared by Bayer CropScience,
the registrant, which is available in the
docket, http://www.regulations.gov.

One comment was submitted on each
notice of filing. EPA’s response to these
comments is discussed in Unit IV.C.

Based upon review of the data
supporting the petition, EPA revised the
commodity definitions for two
commodities to be consistent with
EPA’s preferred terminology, changing
Fennel, Florence, fresh leaves and stalk
to Fennel, florence, fresh leaves and
stalk; and Vegetable, Brassica, head and
stem, group 5—16 to Vegetable, brassica,
head and stem, group 5-16. Finally, due
to the failure to provide timely notice of
the request to remove the section 18
emergency exemption tolerances for
sorghum commodities, EPA is not
removing those tolerances at this time.

III. Aggregate Risk Assessment and
Determination of Safety

Section 408(b)(2)(A)(i) of FFDCA
allows EPA to establish a tolerance (the

legal limit for a pesticide chemical
residue in or on a food) only if EPA
determines that the tolerance is ““safe.”
Section 408(b)(2)(A)(ii) of FFDCA
defines ‘““safe” to mean that “there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm will
result from aggregate exposure to the
pesticide chemical residue, including
all anticipated dietary exposures and all
other exposures for which there is
reliable information.” This includes
exposure through drinking water and in
residential settings but does not include
occupational exposure. Section
408(b)(2)(C) of FFDCA requires EPA to
give special consideration to exposure
of infants and children to the pesticide
chemical residue in establishing a
tolerance and to “‘ensure that there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm will
result to infants and children from
aggregate exposure to the pesticide
chemical residue . . .”

Consistent with FFDCA section
408(b)(2)(D), and the factors specified in
FFDCA section 408(b)(2)(D), EPA has
reviewed the available scientific data
and other relevant information in
support of this action. EPA has
sufficient data to assess the hazards of
and to make a determination on
aggregate exposure for flupyradifurone
including exposure resulting from the
tolerances established by this action.
EPA’s assessment of exposures and risks
associated with flupyradifurone follows.

On September 23, 2016, EPA
published in the Federal Register a final
rule establishing tolerances for residues
of flupyradifurone in or on several
commodities based on the Agency’s
conclusion that aggregate exposure to
flupyradifurone is safe for the general
population, including infants and
children. See (81 FR 65552) (FRL-9951—
68). EPA is incorporating the following
portions of that document by reference
here, as they have not changed in the
Agency’s current assessment of
flupyradifurone tolerances—the
toxicological profile and points of
departure, the conclusions about
cumulative risk, and the Agency’s
rationale for reducing the children’s
safety factor.

EPA’s exposure assessments have
been updated to include the additional
exposure from use of flupyradifurone on
the Brassica, leafy greens, subgroup 4—
16B; Celtuce; Coffee, green bean;
Fennel, florence, fresh leaves and stalk;
Kohlrabi; Leaf petiole vegetable
subgroup 22B; Leafy greens subgroup 4—
16A; Pineapple; Rapeseed subgroup
20A; Sesame, seed; Stalk and stem
vegetable subgroup 22A, except prickly
pear, pads, and prickly pear, Texas,
pads; Sunflower subgroup 20B; Tropical
and subtropical, inedible peel, cactus,
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subgroup 24D; Tropical and subtropical,
palm fruit, edible peel, subgroup 23C;
and Vegetable, brassica, head and stem,
group 5—-16. EPA has assumed tolerance-
level residues and 100 percent crop
treated (PCT) for the acute dietary
assessment. For the chronic dietary
assessment, EPA assumed average
residues, rather than tolerance-level
residues, for some commodities and 100
PCT. EPA’s aggregate exposure
assessment incorporated this dietary
exposure, as well as exposure in
drinking water and from residential
sources, although drinking water and
residential exposures are not impacted
by the new uses and thus have not
changed since the last assessment and
as reflected in the preamble to the
September 23, 2016 rule.

Acute dietary risks are below the
Agency’s level of concern of 100% of
the acute population adjusted dose
(aPAD); they are 38% of the aPAD for
children 1 to 2 years old, the most
highly exposed population group.
Chronic dietary risks are below the
Agency’s level of concern of 100% of
the chronic population adjusted dose
(cPAD); they are 64% of the cPAD for
children 1 to 2 years old, the group with
the highest exposure. As required by the
FFDCA, EPA considered aggregate
exposures to flupyradifurone, i.e.,
exposures from food, drinking water,
and residential uses, in its risk
assessment. There are no residential
uses expected to result in acute,
intermediate-term, or chronic
exposures; therefore, aggregate risks for
those exposure durations are equal to
the dietary risks for those exposure
durations and not of concern.
Aggregating short-term exposures to
adults and children with the chronic
(background) dietary exposures yields
margins of exposure (MOEs) of 300
(adults) and 220 (children). Both of
these exceed the Agency’s level of
concern, which is an MOE of 100 or
lower; therefore, short-term exposures
are not of concern.

Therefore, based on the risk
assessments and information described
above, EPA concludes there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm will
result to the general population, or to
infants and children from aggregate
exposure to flupyradifurone residues.
More detailed information about the
Agency’s analysis can be found in the
document entitled, “Flupyradifurone;
Human Health Risk Assessment for Uses
on Grass Forage Fodder and Hay Group
17, Pineapple, Rapeseed Subgroup 20A,
Sesame Seed, Stalk and Stem Vegetable
Subgroup 22A (except Prickly Pear Pads
and Prickly Pear Texas Pads), Sunflower
Subgroup 20B, Sweet Sorghum,

Tropical and Subtropical Palm Fruit
Edible Peel Subgroup 23C, Crop Group
Expansions/Conversions of Tolerances
to Brassica Leafy Greens Subgroup 4-
16B, Leafy Greens Subgroup 4-16A,
Leaf Petiole Vegetable Subgroup 22B,
Tropical and Subtropical Inedible Peel
Cactus Subgroup 24D, Vegetable
Brassica Head and Stem Group 5-16
and Establish Individual Tolerances on
Celtuce, Fennel Florence, Kohlrabi; and
Coffee,” which is described under
ADDRESSES. Locate and click on the
hyperlink for docket ID number EPA—
HQ-OPP-2019-0460.

IV. Other Considerations
A. Analytical Enforcement Methodology

Adequate enforcement methodology
Method RV-001-P10-03, which uses
high-performance liquid
chromatography with tandem mass
spectrometry (HPLC/MS/MS) to
quantitate residues of flupyradifurone
and its metabolite difluoroacetic acid
(DFA) in various crops is available for
enforcement. An HPLC/MS/MS method,
Method RV-004-A11-05 is adequate as
the enforcement method for
determination of residues of
flupyradifurone and its metabolite DFA
in livestock commodities.

The method may be requested from:
Chief, Analytical Chemistry Branch,
Environmental Science Center, 701
Mapes Rd., Ft. Meade, MD 20755-5350;
telephone number: (410) 305-2905;
email address: residuemethods@
epa.gov.

B. International Residue Limits

In making its tolerance decisions, EPA
seeks to harmonize U.S. tolerances with
international standards whenever
possible, consistent with U.S. food
safety standards and agricultural
practices. EPA considers the
international maximum residue limits
(MRLs) established by the Codex
Alimentarius Commission (Codex), as
required by FFDCA section 408(b)(4).
The Codex Alimentarius is a joint
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization/World Health
Organization food standards program,
and it is recognized as an international
food safety standards-setting
organization in trade agreements to
which the United States is a party. EPA
may establish a tolerance that is
different from a Codex MRL; however,
FFDCA section 408(b)(4) requires that
EPA explain the reasons for departing
from the Codex level.

Codex MRLs have been established
for head cabbage at 1.5 ppm, cauliflower
at 6 ppm, and lettuce (head and leaf) at
4 ppm. For leafy greens subgroup 4—

16A, harmonization with Codex is not
possible because the U.S. tolerance of 30
ppm is much higher than the Codex
MRLs for head lettuce and leaf lettuce.
Harmonizing with the Codex MRLs
would put U.S. growers at risk of having
violative residues despite legal use of
the pesticide. The U.S. tolerance on
Brassica head and stem group 5-16 is
harmonized with the Codex cauliflower
MRL (6 ppm). It is not possible to also
harmonize with head cabbage, which is
another commodity in crop group 5-16.

C. Response to Comments

One comment was received stating
that residues of pesticide chemicals on
various commodities are a serious
health hazard that needs to be regulated.
Another comment received stated that
this chemical should not be used on any
food products that Americans eat. The
existing legal framework provided by
section 408 of the FFDCA states that
tolerances may be set when persons
seeking such tolerances or exemptions
have demonstrated that the pesticide
meets the safety standard imposed by
that statute. These comments appear to
be directed at the underlying statute and
not EPA’s implementation of it; the
comments provide no information
relevant to the Agency’s safety
determination.

V. Conclusion

Therefore, tolerances are established
for residues of flupyradifurone, 4-[[(6-
chloro-3-pyridinyl)methyl](2,2-
difluoroethyl)amino]-2(5H)-furanone, in
or on Brassica, leafy greens, subgroup
4-16B at 40 ppm; Celtuce at 9 ppm;
Fennel, florence, fresh leaves and stalk
at 9 ppm; Kohlrabi at 6 ppm; Leaf
petiole vegetable subgroup 22B at 9
ppm; Leafy greens subgroup 4-16A at
30 ppm; Pineapple at 0.3 ppm;
Rapeseed subgroup 20A at 0.03 ppm;
Sesame, seed at 3 ppm; Stalk and stem
vegetable subgroup 22A, except prickly
pear, pads, and prickly pear, Texas,
pads at 0.01 ppm; Sunflower subgroup
20B at 0.7 ppm; Tropical and
subtropical, inedible peel, cactus,
subgroup 24D at 0.3 ppm; Tropical and
subtropical, palm fruit, edible peel,
subgroup 23C at 8 ppm; and Vegetable,
brassica, head and stem, group 5-16 at
6 ppm. A tolerance with regional
restrictions is established for residues of
the insecticide flupyradifurone, 4-[[(6-
chloro-3-pyridinyl)methyl](2,2-
difluoroethyl)amino]-2(5H)-furanone, in
or on Grass, forage, fodder and hay,
group 17 at 15 ppm. Additionally, the
existing tolerance for Coffee, green bean
is revised to remove the footnote.

In addition, the existing tolerances in
40 CFR part 180.679 for residues of the
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insecticide flupyradifurone, 4-[[(6-
chloro-3-pyridinyl)methyl](2,2-
difluoroethyl)amino]-2(5H)-furanone, in
or on the following commodities are
removed: Brassica, head and stem
subgroup 5A at 6.0 ppm; Brassica, leafy
greens subgroup 5B at 40 ppm; Cactus,
fruit at 0.30 ppm; Cilantro, fresh leaves
at 30 ppm; Leaf petioles, subgroup 4B at
9.0 ppm; Leafy greens, subgroup 4A at
30 ppm; Pitaya at 0.30 ppm; and Turnip
greens at 40 ppm.

VI. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

This action establishes tolerances
under FFDCA section 408(d) in
response to a petition submitted to the
Agency. The Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) has exempted these types
of actions from review under Executive
Order 12866, entitled ‘“Regulatory
Planning and Review” (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993). Because this action
has been exempted from review under
Executive Order 12866, this action is
not subject to Executive Order 13211,
entitled “Actions Concerning
Regulations That Significantly Affect
Energy Supply, Distribution, or Use” (66
FR 28355, May 22, 2001) or Executive
Order 13045, entitled “Protection of
Children from Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks” (62 FR 19885,
April 23, 1997), nor is it considered a
regulatory action under Executive Order
13771, entitled ‘“Reducing Regulations
and Controlling Regulatory Costs” (82
FR 9339, February 3, 2017). This action
does not contain any information
collections subject to OMB approval
under the Paperwork Reduction Act
(PRA) (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), nor does
it require any special considerations
under Executive Order 12898, entitled
“Federal Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income
Populations” (59 FR 7629, February 16,
1994).

Since tolerances and exemptions that
are established on the basis of a petition
under FFDCA section 408(d), such as
the tolerances in this final rule, do not
require the issuance of a proposed rule,
the requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (RFA) (5 U.S.C. 601 et
seq.), do not apply.

This action directly regulates growers,
food processors, food handlers, and food
retailers, not States or Tribes, nor does

this action alter the relationships or
distribution of power and
responsibilities established by Congress
in the preemption provisions of FFDCA
section 408(n)(4). As such, the Agency
has determined that this action will not
have a substantial direct effect on States
or Tribal Governments, on the
relationship between the National
Government and the States or Tribal
Governments, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government or between
the Federal Government and Indian
Tribes. Thus, the Agency has
determined that Executive Order 13132,
entitled “Federalism” (64 FR 43255,
August 10, 1999) and Executive Order
13175, entitled “Consultation and
Coordination with Indian Tribal
Governments” (65 FR 67249, November
9, 2000) do not apply to this action. In
addition, this action does not impose
any enforceable duty or contain any
unfunded mandate as described under
Title II of the Unfunded Mandates
Reform Act (UMRA) (2 U.S.C. 1501 et
seq.).

This action does not involve any
technical standards that would require
Agency consideration of voluntary
consensus standards pursuant to section
12(d) of the National Technology
Transfer and Advancement Act
(NTTAA) (15 U.S.C. 272 note).

VII. Congressional Review Act

Pursuant to the Congressional Review
Act (5 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), EPA will
submit a report containing this rule and
other required information to the U.S.
Senate, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the Comptroller
General of the United States prior to
publication of the rule in the Federal
Register. This action is not a “‘major
rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 180

Environmental protection,
Administrative practice and procedure,
Agricultural commodities, Pesticides
and pests, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

Dated: June 26, 2020.

Michael Goodis,
Director, Registration Division, Office of
Pesticide Programs.

Therefore, 40 CFR chapter I is
amended as follows:

PART 180—[AMENDED]

m 1. The authority citation for part 180
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 321(q), 346a and 371.

m 2.In §180.679:

m a. In paragraph (a):

m i. Add a heading for the table.

m ii. Remove the entries for “Brassica,
head and stem subgroup 5A” and
“Brassica, leafy greens subgroup 5B”.
m iii. Add alphabetically the entry
“Brassica, leafy greens, subgroup 4—
16B”.

m iv. Remove the entry for “Cactus,
fruit”.

m v. Add alphabetically the entry
“Celtuce”.

m vi. Remove the entry for “Cilantro,
fresh leaves”.

m vii. Revise the entry for “Coffee, green
bean”.

m viii. Add alphabetically the entries
“Fennel, florence, fresh leaves and
stalk”; “Kohlrabi” and ‘‘Leaf petiole
vegetable subgroup 22B”.

m ix. Remove the entries for “Leaf
petioles, subgroup 4B” and ‘‘Leafy
greens, subgroup 4A”.

m x. Add alphabetically the entries
“Leafy greens subgroup 4-16A” and
“Pineapple”.

m xi. Remove the entry for “Pitaya”.

m xii. Add alphabetically the entries
“Rapeseed subgroup 20A”; “Sesame,
seed”’; “Stalk and stem vegetable
subgroup 22A, except prickly pear,
pads, and prickly pear, Texas, pads”;
“Sunflower subgroup 20B”; “Tropical
and subtropical, inedible peel, cactus,
subgroup 24D” and “Tropical and
subtropical, palm fruit, edible peel,
subgroup 23C”.

m xiii. Remove the entry for “Turnip
greens’’.

m xiv. Add alphabetically the entry
“Vegetable, brassica, head and stem,
group 5-16".

m b. In paragraph (c):

m i. Add a heading for the table.

m ii. Add alphabetically the entry
“Grass, forage, fodder and hay, group
17”.

m The additions and revisions read as
follows:

§180.679 Flupyradifurone; tolerances for
residues.

(a)* * ok
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TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (a)
. Parts per
Commodity million
Brassica, leafy greens, SUDGIOUD 4—T6B ...ttt b et s a e et e e bt e bt e aa e e e be e san e e bt e s b e e nne e naneennes 40
(7= 10T USSP UUPTUPRRURURNE 9
[070)1{=T- o[ (== T o= T USSP UPPTOPRTRPPRNE 1.5
Fennel, florence, fresh 18aves and STAIK ...........oooiiiiiiiiiiii et e e e e et e e e e e et e e e e e e e eesatbaeeeeaeeaansreeeeeeeeaaansraneaaanan 9
0] 11 =T o PV PRR PSRN 6
Leaf petiole vegetable subgroup 22B ... 9
Leafy greens subgroup 4—16A 30
10 =T To] o] [T TP T TP R UPT TR TOPPRPR 0.3
Rapeseed subgroup 20A 0.03
SESAME, SEEU ....oeiiiiieiiiteie ettt e e ettt e e et e e et eeeeeteeeeetteeeeatteeeaaeeeaaseeeaasteaeateeeeaateteaaateeaabeteeaateeeaasteeeaaseeeeabeeeeasteeeaasaeeeaasteeeareeeaarreenn 3
Stalk and stem vegetable subgroup 22A, except prickly pear, pads, and prickly pear, Texas, Pads .......c.cccccceererrieeiieeneenieeesieennne 0.01
SUNFIOWET SUDGIOUP 20B ...ttt h et b e bbbt b et eh e et e o bt e e e e e bt e a s e Rt eh e e bt eh e e bt eh e et e nas et e nae et e nneennenne 0.7
Tropical and subtropical, inedible peel, cactus, SUDGrOUP 24D ..........ooo i e s eennnee 0.3
Tropical and subtropical, palm fruit, edible peel, SUDGrOUP 23C .........ocooiiiiiiiiee e 8
Vegetable, brassica, head and Stem, GroUP 516 ........ooiiiiiiiiii e e e s e e e et e e snr e e e nnr e e e nnn e e nnee s 6
* * * * * DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Program in the Central Regulatory Area
c) * * * of the GOA has been reached.

TABLE 3 TO PARAGRAPH (C)

Commodity P;ritlﬁopner
Grass, forage, fodder and hay,
Group 17 e 15

* * * * *
[FR Doc. 2020-17153 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679
[Docket No. 200221-0062]
RTID 0648-XA414

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone off Alaska; Sablefish in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting retention
of sablefish by vessels using trawl gear
and not participating in the cooperative
fishery of the Rockfish Program in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
because the 2020 total allowable catch
of sablefish allocated to vessels using
trawl gear and not participating in the
cooperative fishery of the Rockfish

DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.Lt.), August 18, 2020,
through 2400 hours, A.l.t., December 31,
2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Obren Davis, 907-586—7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2020 total allowable catch (TAC)
of sablefish allocated to vessels using
trawl gear and not participating in the
cooperative fishery of the Rockfish
Program in the Central Regulatory Area
of the GOA is 626 metric tons (mt) as
established by the final 2020 and 2021
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harvest specifications for groundfish of
the GOA (85 FR 13802, March 10, 2020).
In accordance with §679.20(d)(2), the
Administrator, Alaska Region, NMFS
(Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2020 TAC of
sablefish allocated to vessels using trawl
gear and not participating in the
cooperative fishery of the Rockfish
Program in the Central Regulatory Area
of the GOA will be reached. Therefore,
NMFS is requiring that sablefish caught
by vessels using trawl gear and not
participating in the cooperative fishery
of the Rockfish Program in the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA be treated
as prohibited species in accordance
with §679.21(b). This closure does not
apply to fishing by vessels participating

in the cooperative fishery of the
Rockfish Program for the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA.

Classification

NMEFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR
part 679, which was issued pursuant to
section 304(b), and is exempt from
review under Executive Order 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action, as notice and comment
would be impracticable and contrary to
the public interest, as it would prevent
NMEF'S from responding to the most
recent fisheries data in a timely fashion

and would delay the prohibited
retention of sablefish by vessels using
trawl gear and not participating in the
cooperative fishery of the Rockfish
Program in the Central Regulatory Area
of the GOA. NMFS was unable to
publish a notice providing time for
public comment because the most
recent, relevant data only became
available as of August 17, 2020.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: August 18, 2020.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2020-18399 Filed 8-18-20; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service

[Docket No. FSIS-2020-0027]

National Advisory Committee on Meat
and Poultry Inspection

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection
Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notification of public meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the provisions of
the rules and regulations of the
Department of Agriculture and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA), the Food Safety and Inspection
Service (FSIS) is announcing a virtual
meeting of the National Advisory
Committee on Meat and Poultry
Inspection (NACMPI). The committee is
authorized under the Federal Meat
Inspection Act and Poultry Products
Inspection Act and operates in
compliance with the Federal Advisory
Committee Act. The committee will
convene virtually on September 24-25,
2020. The objective of the public
meeting is for the Committee to review
and advise about the steps FSIS should
take to ensure better control of artisanal,
shelf-stable ready-to-eat (RTE)
fermented, salt-cured, or dried products
that rely on multiple hurdles for
lethality. NACMPI will also review and
advise whether the Agency should
continue not to test boxed beef primal
and sub-primal products for Shiga
toxin-producing E. coli (STEC), if they
are intended for intact cuts.

DATES: The virtual public meeting is
scheduled for September 24-25, 2020.
NACMPI will meet from 8 a.m.—9:30
a.m. EST on September 24, 2020 for
administrative purposes. This portion of
the meeting is not open to the public.
The public meeting is from 9:30 a.m.—

5 p.m. EST on September 24, 2020 and
9 a.m.—5 p.m. EST on September 25,
2020.

ADDRESSES: The meeting is virtual and
will be viewed via the web-ex link
provided by email when you register for
the meeting. Attendees should pre-
register for the meeting. See the pre-
registration instructions under
“Registration and Meeting Materials.”

Public Comments: FSIS invites
interested persons to submit comments
on this Federal Register notice.
Comments may be submitted by one of
the following methods:

Federal eRulemaking Portal: This
website provides commenters the ability
to type short comments directly into the
comment field on the web page or to
attach a file for lengthier comments. Go
to http://www.regulations.gov. Follow
the on-line instructions at that site for
submitting comments.

Email: Written public comments may
be emailed to NACMPI@usda.gov. All
written comments are to arrive by
September 18, 2020. All items
submitted by electronic mail must
include the Agency name and docket
number FSIS-2020-0027. Comments
received in response to this docket will
be made available for public inspection
and posted without change, including
any personal information, to http://
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Val
Green, Designated Federal Officer,
Office of Policy and Program
Development, FSIS; Telephone: (301)
504—0846; Email: Valeria.Green@
usda.gov, regarding specific questions
about the committee or this meeting.
General information about the
committee can also be found at: https://
www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/
topics/regulations/advisory-committees/
nacmpi.

For the hearing impaired, contact the
Federal Information Relay Service:
https://www.federalrelay.us/ or 800—
877—-0996 (Voice, TTY, ASCII or
Spanish).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The NACMPI was established in 1971
and is authorized under section
301(a)(4) of the Federal Meat Inspection
Act (FMIA) (21 U.S.C. 661(a)(4)) to carry
out the responsibilities imposed by
sections 7(c), 24, 205, 301(a)(3), and
301(c) of the FMIA (21 U.S.C. 607(c),
624, 645, 661(a)(3), and 661(c)), and
authorized under section 5(s)(4) of the
Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA)

(21 U.S.C. 454(a)(4) to carry out the
responsibilities imposed by sections
5(a)(3), 5(c), 8(b), and 11(e) of the PPIA
(21 U.S.C. 454(a)(3), 454(c), 457(b), and
460(e)). The purpose of the Committee
is to provide advice to the Secretary
concerning meat, poultry, and processed
egg products inspection; food safety;
and other matters that fall within the
scope of the FMIA, PPIA and the Egg
Products Inspection Act (EPIA). The
current charter and other information
about NACMPI can be found at https://
www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/
topics/regulations/advisory-committees/
nacmpi. Membership of NACMPI is
drawn from representatives of consumer
groups; producers; processors; and
representatives from the meat, poultry
and egg product industries; State and
local government officials; and
academia.

On September 24-25, 2020, NACMPI
will review and discuss the following
two topics. First, FSIS will ask NACMPI
to review and advise about the steps
FSIS should take to better support the
production of artisanal, shelf-stable,
ready-to-eat (RTE) fermented, salt-cured,
or dried products that rely on multiple
hurdles for lethality. FSIS is seeking
input on the lack of scientific support
and control of hazards for producing
these multi-hurdle lethality products
that may raise enforcement questions.
FSIS will ask the Committee to consider
the following: (1) What actions should
FSIS take when it determines an
establishment lacks scientific support
for the lethality treatment of a
fermented, salt-cured, or dried product?
(2) How can FSIS assist industry in
gathering scientific support and
facilitate filling research gaps, even
though it is not a research-funding
organization?

Second, FSIS will ask NACMPI to
review and advise whether FSIS should
continue not to sample or test boxed
beef primal and sub-primal products for
STEC, if they are intended for intact
cuts. FSIS is seeking input on how FSIS
can reduce STEC positives, outbreaks,
recalls, and deaths that occur when
downstream processors are commonly
unaware of the producer’s intended
intact use or the risks of grinding such
products. FSIS will ask the Committee:
(1) If an establishment identifies boxed
beef primals/sub-primal products as
intended for intact cuts, should FSIS
continue not to sample or test these
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products? (2) If yes, how can the current
system be strengthened? (3) If no, what
criteria should FSIS use to determine
which products should be subject to
sampling and testing for STEC?

The two issues described above will
be presented to the full Committee. The
Committee will then divide into two
subcommittees to discuss the issues.
Each subcommittee will provide a
report of their comments and
recommendations to the full Committee
before the meeting concludes on Friday,
September 25, 2020.

An agenda will be published online
before the public meeting. FSIS will
finalize the agenda on or before the
meeting dates and post it on the FSIS
website at: http://www.fsis.usda.gov/
meetings.

Registration and Meeting Materials

There is no fee to register for the
public meeting, but pre-registration is
mandatory for participants attending.
All attendees must register online at
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/
fsis/newsroom/meetings.

Public Comments and Participation in
Meetings

Oral Comments

Stakeholders will have an opportunity
to provide oral comments during the
public meeting. Stakeholders must
notify FSIS during registration of their
wish to speak at the meeting.
Stakeholders who do not notify FSIS
during registration of their wish to
speak will not have the opportunity to
comment on the day of the public
meeting. Due to the anticipated high
level of interest in the opportunity to
make public comments and the limited
time available to do so, FSIS will do its
best to accommodate all persons who
registered and requested to provide oral
comments and will limit all speakers to
three minutes. FSIS encourages persons
and groups who have similar interests to
consolidate their information for
presentation by a single representative.

Transcripts

As soon as the meeting transcripts are
available, they will be accessible on the
FSIS website at: https://
www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/
topics/regulations/advisory-committees/
nacmpi/nacmpi-transcripts. The
transcripts may also be viewed at the
FSIS Docket Room at the address listed
above.

Additional Public Notification

Public awareness of all segments of
rulemaking and policy development is
important. Consequently, FSIS will
announce this Federal Register

publication on-line through the FSIS
web page located at: http://
www.fsis.usda.gov/federal-register.

FSIS will also announce and provide
a link to this Federal Register
publication through the FSIS
Constituent Update, which is used to
provide information regarding FSIS
policies, procedures, regulations,
Federal Register notices, FSIS public
meetings, and other types of information
that could affect or would be of interest
to our constituents and stakeholders.
The Constituent Update is available on
the FSIS web page. Through the web
page, FSIS can provide information to a
much broader, more diverse audience.
In addition, FSIS offers an email
subscription service which provides
automatic and customized access to
selected food safety news and
information. This service is available at:
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/subscribe.
Options range from recalls to export
information, regulations, directives, and
notices. Customers can add or delete
subscriptions themselves and have the
option to password protect their
accounts.

USDA Non-Discrimination Statement

No agency, officer, or employee of the
USDA shall, on the grounds of race,
color, national origin, religion, sex,
gender identity, sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, family/
parental status, income derived from a
public assistance program, or political
beliefs, exclude from participation in,
deny the benefits of, or subject to
discrimination any person in the United
States under any program or activity
conducted by the USDA.

How To File a Complaint of
Discrimination

To file a complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, which
may be accessed online at http://
www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/
docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_
12.pdyf, or write a letter signed by you
or your authorized representative.

Send your completed complaint form
or letter to USDA by mail, fax, or email:

Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20250-9410.

Fax: (202) 690-7442.

Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.),
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

Dated: August 18, 2020.
Cikena Reid,
Committee Management Officer.
[FR Doc. 2020-18389 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-DM-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Information Collection; Equal
Opportunity Compliance Review
Record

AGENCY: Forest Service, Agriculture
(USDA).

ACTION: Notice; request for comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Forest Service is seeking comments
from all interested individuals and
organizations on the information
collection, Equal Opportunity
Compliance Review Record.

DATES: Comments must be received in
writing on or before October 20, 2020 to
be assured of consideration. Comments
received after that date will be
considered to the extent practicable.
ADDRESSES: Comments concerning this
notice should be addressed to Civil
Rights, Mail Stop 1142, USDA, Forest
Service, 1400 Independence Avenue
SW, Washington, DC 20250-1142.

Comments also may be submitted via
facsimile to 703-605—-5174 or by email
to: Christopher.moore@usda.gov.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice may be made available to the
public through relevant websites and
upon request. For this reason, please do
not include in your comments
information of a confidential nature,
such as sensitive personal information
or proprietary information. If you send
an email comment, your email address
will be automatically captured and
included as part of the comment that is
placed in the public docket and made
available on the internet. Please note
that responses to this public comment
request containing any routine notice
about the confidentiality of the
communication will be treated as public
comments that may be made available to
the public notwithstanding the
inclusion of the routine notice.

The public may inspect the draft
supporting statement and/or comments
received at USDA, Forest Service, Civil
Rights, 201 14th St. SW, Room 28,
Washington, DC 20024 during normal
business hours. Visitors are encouraged
to call ahead to 202-205-8534 to
facilitate entry to the building. The
public may request an electronic copy of
the draft supporting statement and/or
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any comments received be sent via
return email. Requests should be
emailed to Christopher.Moore@
usda.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher Moore, Civil Rights by
email at Christopher.Moore@usda.gov or
by phone at 703-605—4858. Individuals
who use telecommunication devices for
the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1—
800—-877-8339 twenty-four hours a day,
every day of the year, including
holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Equal Opportunity Compliance
Review Record.

OMB Number: OMB-0596—New.

Expiration Date of Approval: 11/30/
2018.

Type of Request: New.

Abstract: All Federal agencies must
comply with equal opportunity laws:

o Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended;

e Title IX of the Education
Amendments Act of 1972;

e The Age Discrimination Act of
1975, as amended;

e Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, as amended; and

e Executive orders prohibiting
discrimination in the delivery of all
program and services to the public.

Federal agencies and entities
receiving Federal Financial Assistance
are prohibited from discriminating.
Federal Financial Assistance is defined
as, “Federal monies given by grants,
cooperative agreements, commercial
special use permits, training, loan/
temporary assignment of Federal
personnel, loan/use of Federal property
at below market value.”

The equal opportunity laws require
agencies to conduct compliance reviews
to ensure that entities receiving Federal
Financial Assistance from the
government are adhering to the
nondiscrimination statues. The statutes
require that prior to awarding support or
issuing permits, the Federal government
shall conduct pre-award reviews to
ensure that potential recipients
understand their responsibilities to
provide services equitable pursuant to
the law. Thereafter, during the
partnership with the agency, ongoing
monitoring will take place to ensure the
public is being served without any
barriers or discrimination.

Forest Service employees will use
form FS-1700-6, Equal Opportunity
Compliance Review Record, to
document demographics (race,
ethnicity, and gender) and collect
information regarding actions taken by
recipients of Federal financial assistance

to ensure the public receives services
without discrimination or barriers to
access, and that recipients’ employees
understand their customer services role.

Collection will occur during face-to-
face meetings or telephone interviews
conducted by Forest Service employees
as part of the pre-award and post award
process. The pre-award interview will
take place prior to the award of a grant,
signing of a cooperative agreement,
letting of commercial special use
permit, or similar activity. The post
award interview will take place once
every 5 years, or upon report/discovery
of discrimination.

The information collected will only
be shared with other Federal agencies
who share in the financial assistance
activities with the Forest Service.
Monitoring reviews have been a
responsibility of the Federal government
since 1964. Without the ability to
monitor recipients of Federal financial
assistance, the Forest Service would not
be able to ensure compliance with laws
and statutes. The Agency would not be
aware of potential violations, thereby
resulting in potential discriminatory
practices.

Affected Public: Recipients of Federal
financial assistance.

Estimate of Burden per Response:
One.

Estimated Annual Number of
Respondents: 11,000.

Estimated Annual Number of
Responses per Respondent: One.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 11,000.

Comment is Invited

Comment is invited on: (1) Whether
this collection of information is
necessary for the stated purposes and
the proper performance of the functions
of the Agency, including whether the
information will have practical or
scientific utility; (2) the accuracy of the
Agency’s estimate of the burden of the
collection of information, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; (3) ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology.

All comments received in response to
this notice, including names and
addresses when provided, will be a
matter of public record. Comments will
be summarized and included in the
submission request toward Office of
Management and Budget approval.

Dated: August 14, 2020.
Ricky Balolong,
Acting Civil Rights Director.
[FR Doc. 2020-18317 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3411-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Business Cooperative Service
Rural Housing Service

Rural Utilities Service
[Docket No. RBS-20-BUSINESS-0033]

Implementation of Certain Provisions
of Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2020 Specific to Persistent Poverty
Counties

AGENCY: Rural Business-Cooperative
Service, Rural Housing Service and
Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice announces
implementation of certain provisions
published in the Further Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2020 (Pub. L. 116—
94) related to persistent poverty
counties served by Rural Business-
Cooperative Service (RBSC), Rural
Housing Service (RHS) and the Rural
Utilities Service (RUS) agencies of the
Rural Development mission area of the
United States Department of
Agriculture, USDA, sometimes
collectively hereinafter referred to as
“Agency” or ‘“‘the Agency.”

DATES: The provisions of this notice are
applicable August 21, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information specific to this notice
contact Michele Brooks, Director,
Regulations Management, Rural
Development Innovation Center—
Regulations Management, USDA, 1400
Independence Avenue SW, STOP 1522,
Room 4266, South Building,
Washington, DC 20250-1522.
Telephone: (202) 690-1078. Email
michele.brooks@wdc.usda.gov. For
information regarding implementation
contact your respective Rural
Development State Office listed here:
http://www.rd.usda.gov/browse-state.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

Rural Development improves the
quality of life in rural America by
offering loans, grants and loan
guarantees to help create jobs and
support economic development and
essential services such as housing;
health care; first responder services and
equipment; and water, electric and
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communications infrastructure. The
Agencies programs promote economic
development by supporting loans to
businesses through banks, credit unions
and community-managed lending pools.
Many of Rural Development’s programs
offer priority funding for loans and
grants located in persistent poverty
counties. The term “persistent poverty
counties” means any county that has
had 20 percent or more of its population
living in poverty over the past 30 years,
as measured by the 1990 and 2000
decennial census and 2007-2011
American Community Survey 5-year
average, or any territory or possession of
the United States.

The Further Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2020 (Pub. L. 116-
94) enacted on December 20, 2019,
contained provisions affecting persistent
poverty counties and the allocation of
funds for persistent poverty counties.

This notice announces
implementation of the following
provisions:

Allocation of Funds

The Further Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2020 (Pub. L. 116—
94) provides that to the maximum
extent feasible, at least 10 percent of the
funds allocated to the listed programs
shall be allocated for assistance to
persistent poverty counties.

Population Limits

Notwithstanding any other provision
in the listed programs regarding
population limits, section 740 of the
Further Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2020 (Pub. L. 116-94) provides that
for any county seat in a persistent
poverty county that has a population
that does not exceed the program’s
authorized population limit by more
than 10 percent will be considered
eligible for that program.

The listed programs are the Rural
Housing Insurance Fund Program
Account from which the Agency has set
aside Fiscal Year 2020 appropriated
funds for the following programs: Direct
Single Family Housing Loans (sec 502);
Very Low-Income Housing Repair Loans
(sec. 504); Rural Rental Housing Direct
Loan Program (sec. 515); Housing Site
Development Loans (sec. 524); and, Self-
Help Housing Land Development Loans
(sec. 523); Mutual and Self-Help
Housing Grants; Rural Housing
Assistance Grants from which the
Agency has set aside Fiscal Year 2020
appropriated funds for the Very Low-
Income Housing Repair (sec. 504) and
Rural Housing Preservation (sec. 533);
Rural Community Facilities Program
Account from which the Agency has set
aside Fiscal Year 2020 appropriated

funds for Community Facilities Grants;
Rural Business Program Account from
which the Agency has set aside Fiscal
Year 2020 appropriated funds for the
following programs: Rural Business
Development Grants—Business
Enterprise Grants; Federally Recognized
Native American Tribes, Rural Business
Development Grants—Business
Enterprise Grants; Grants to Delta
Regional Authority; and, Grants to
Appalachian Regional Commissions;
Rural Economic Development Loans
Program Account from which the
Agency has set aside Fiscal Year 2020
appropriated funds for Rural Economic
Development Loans; Rural Cooperative
Development Grants from which the
Agency has set aside Fiscal Year 2020
appropriated funds for Rural
Cooperative Development Grants,
Grants to Assist Socially Disadvantaged,
and Value-Added Agricultural Product
Market Development Grants; WWD
Program Account from which the
Agency has set aside Fiscal Year 2020
appropriated funds for Direct Water and
Waste Disposal Loans, Water and Waste
Disposal Grants, and Federally
Recognized Native American Tribes
Water and Waste Disposal Grants (sec.
306C(a)(1)); Rural Electrification and
Telecommunications Loans Program
Account from which the Agency has set
aside Fiscal Year 2020 appropriated
funds for Telecommunications Program
Direct, Treasury Rate loans; and,
Distance Learning and Telemedicine
and Broadband Program from which the
Agency has set aside Fiscal Year 2020
appropriated funds for Delta Health
Care Services Grants and Broadband
Telecommunications Grants.

The Agency, if applicable, will, with
the publication of program funding
announcements, provide guidance on
qualifying for and, scoring criteria for
persistent poverty areas. If no program
funding announcement will be
published, then the Agency will provide
such guidance on the program’s website.

Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil
rights law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its
Agencies, offices, employees, and
institutions participating in or
administering USDA programs are
prohibited from discriminating based on
race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
gender identity (including gender
expression), sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, familial/
parental status, income derived from a
public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior
civil rights activity, in any program or

activity conducted or funded by USDA
(not all bases apply to all programs).
Remedies and complaint filing
deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication for
program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign
Language, etc.) should contact the
responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and
TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877—8339.
Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other
than English.

To file a program discrimination
complaint, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD—
3027, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing
cust.html and at any USDA office or
write a letter addressed to USDA and
provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To
request a copy of the complaint form,
call (866) 632—9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20250-9410;

(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer, and lender.

Bette Brand,

Deputy Under Secretary, Rural Development.
[FR Doc. 2020-18395 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-XY-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Economic Development Administration

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
Review and Approval; Comment
Request; Form ED-209, Revolving
Loan Fund Financial Report

AGENCY: Economic Development
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of Information
Collection, request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to comment on
proposed, and continuing information
collections, which helps us assess the
impact of our information collection
requirements and minimize the public’s
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reporting burden. The purpose of this
notice is to allow for 60 days of public
comment preceding submission of the
collection to OMB. The Economic
Development Administration (EDA)
proposes to extend Form ED-209,
Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Financial
Report, to continue collecting limited
performance information from EDA RLF
award recipients.

DATES: To ensure consideration,
comments regarding this proposed
information collection must be received
on or before October 20, 2020.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments to
Mitchell Harrison, Program Analyst,
Performance and National Programs
Division, Economic Development
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, via email to MHarrison@
eda.gov. You may also submit
comments to PRAcomments@doc.gov.
You may submit attachments to
electronic comments in Microsoft Word,
Excel, and Adobe PDF file formats.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
specific questions related to collection
activities should be directed to Mitchell
Harrison, Program Analyst, Performance
and National Programs Division,
Economic Development Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, at (202)
428-4696 or via email to MHarrison@
eda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

Guided by the basic principle that
sustainable economic development
should be locally-driven, the Economic
Development Administration (EDA)
works directly with communities and
regions to help them build the capacity
for economic development based on
local business conditions and needs.

The EDA Revolving Loan Fund (RLF)
Program, authorized under section 209
of the Public Works and Economic
Development Act of 1965, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 3149), has served as an
important pillar of EDA investment
programs since the establishment of the
RLF Program in 1975. The purpose of
the RLF Program is to provide regions
with a flexible and continuing source of
capital, to be used with other economic
development tools, for creating and
retaining jobs and inducing private
investment that will contribute to long-
term economic stability and growth.
EDA provides RLF grants to eligible
recipients, which include State and
local governments, Indian Tribes, and
non-profit organizations, to operate a
lending program that offers loans with
flexible repayment terms, primarily to

small businesses in distressed
communities that are unable to obtain
traditional bank financing. These loans
enable small businesses to expand and
lead to new employment opportunities
that pay competitive wages and benefits.
A unique feature of the RLF Program
is that the federal interest in RLF awards
does not terminate. EDA RLF
regulations therefore require RLF
recipients to submit to EDA Form ED-
209, RLF Financial Report, which
collects limited performance
information for RLF awards (13 CFR
307.14(a)). EDA currently requires Form
ED-209 to be submitted on an annual
basis for high-performing RLFs and on
a semi-annual basis for other RLFs.
EDA is currently in the process of
awarding numerous new grants to
capitalize RLFs. This has increased the
estimated number of respondents that
will be required to submit Form ED-209
and the estimated number of burden
hours associated with Form ED-209. On
March 27, 2020, Congress enacted the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (Pub. L. 116-136),
appropriating $1,500,000,000 in
supplemental funds to EDA to “prevent,
prepare for, and respond to coronavirus
. . including for necessary expenses
for responding to economic injury as a
result of coronavirus.” EDA is using a
significant portion of those funds to
fund RLF awards. As a result, the
number of respondents required to
submit Form ED-209 will increase
substantially. Although Form ED-209 is
being extended without change, and the
estimated amount of time required to
complete Form ED-209 remains
unchanged at three hours, the estimated
annual burden hours for Form ED-209
is increasing because of the increased
number of RLF awards and respondents
required to complete Form ED-209.

I1. Method of Collection

Currently, RLF recipients must
complete and submit Form ED-209
using an EDA-provided fillable PDF
(Portable Document Format) form.
However, EDA anticipates transitioning
to an online platform for reporting
through which RLF recipients will be
required to submit the information
collected by Form ED-209.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0610-0095.

Form Number(s): ED-209.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Affected Public: EDA RLF recipients:
State and local governments, Indian
Tribes, and non-profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,700.

Estimated Time per Response: 3
hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 5,100.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $294,984 (cost assumes
application of U.S Bureau of Labor
Statistics first quarter 2020 mean hourly
employer costs for employee
compensation for professional and
related occupations of $57.84).

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

All comments submitted in response
to this notice are a part of the public
record and will be made available to the
public, which may include posting them
on the Regulations.gov website.
Comments will generally be posted
without change. Please do not include
information of a confidential nature,
such as sensitive personal information
or proprietary information. All
Personally Identifiable Information (for
example, name and address) voluntarily
submitted may be publicly accessible. If
you send an email comment, your email
address will be automatically captured
and included as part of the comment
that is placed in the public docket.
Please note that comments that include
a message stating the confidentiality of
the communication will be treated as
public comments and will be made
available to the public.

Sheleen Dumas,

Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of
the Chief Information Officer, Commerce
Department.

[FR Doc. 2020-18363 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-WH-P
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-580-897; C-580-898]

Large Diameter Welded Pipe from the
Republic of Korea: Final Results of
Antidumping Duty and Countervailing
Duty Changed Circumstances Reviews

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: On July 10, 2020, the
Department of Commerce (Commerce)
published a notice of initiation and
expedited preliminary results of the
changed circumstances reviews (CCRs)
of the antidumping duty (AD) and
countervailing duty (CVD) orders on
large diameter welded pipe from the
Republic of Korea (Korea) which
revoked, in part, these orders as they
relate to certain specific large diameter
welded pipe products. Commerce has
adopted the scope exclusion language in
these final results.

DATES: Applicable August 21, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Katherine Johnson or Sergio Balbontin,
AD/CVD Operations, Office VIII,
Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—4929 or
(202) 482-6478, respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

On May 2, 2019, Commerce published
the AD and CVD orders on large
diameter welded pipe from Korea.? On
July 10, 2020, Commerce published the
Initiation and Preliminary Results,? in
which Commerce preliminarily revoked,
in part, the Orders with respect to
certain large diameter welded pipe
products with specific combinations of
grades, diameters, and wall thicknesses,
pursuant to a request from SeAH Steel
Corporation (SeAH). These products are
specified in the exclusion language of
the scope provided in the Initiation and
Preliminary Results.?

1 See Large Diameter Welded Pipe from the
Republic of Korea: Amended Final Affirmative
Antidumping Determination and Antidumping
Duty Order, 84 FR 18767 (May 2, 2019); and Large
Diameter Welded Pipe from the Republic of Korea:
Countervailing Duty Order, 84 FR 18773 (May 2,
2019) (collectively, Orders).

2 See Large Diameter Welded Pipe from the
Republic of Korea: Initiation and Expedited
Preliminary Results of Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Changed Circumstances
Reviews, 85 FR 41536 (July 10, 2020) (Initiation and
Preliminary Results).

31d at Attachment.

SeAH placed on the record of these
CCRs comments made by domestic
producers,* representing ‘‘substantially
all” of the domestic industry 5 in the
CCRs of large diameter welded pipe
from India. These comments indicate
that the domestic industry does not
currently produce the particular large
diameter welded pipe products subject
to the request for partial revocation of
the Orders, and that the investment
needed to do so far exceeds the
potential benefit of such investment,
given that the U.S. market for deep
offshore projects, i.e., the primary
market for the large diameter welded
pipe product groups at issue, is
relatively small.® In addition, in these
same comments, the domestic producers
provided an explanation indicating that
commercial circumstances have
changed since the Orders were put in
place.

Consistent with the CCRs of large
diameter welded pipe from India and
Greece, in the Initiation and Preliminary
Results, we found that there was “good
cause” to conduct the CCRs less than 24
months after the date of publication of
notices of the final determinations in
the Korea large diameter welded pipe
investigations.” In addition, in the
Initiation and Preliminary Results, we
provided all interested parties an
opportunity to comment and to request
a public hearing regarding our
preliminary findings.8 No interested
party submitted comments or requested
a public hearing.

4These domestic producers are the petitioners in
the AD and CVD investigations (American Cast Iron
Pipe Company, Berg Steel Pipe Corp./Berg Spiral
Pipe Corp., Dura-Bond Industries, Stupp
Corporation, individually and as members of the
American Line Pipe Producers Association; Greens
Bayou Pipe Mill, LP; JSW Steel (USA) Inc.; Skyline
Steel; and Trinity Products LLC) and Welspun
Global Trade LLC.

5 See SeAH’s Letter, “Large Diameter Welded
Pipe from Korea—Request for Changed
Circumstances Review and Revocation, in Part,”
dated June 11, 2020 at Exhibits 1-3. Commerce has
interpreted ‘“‘substantially all” to mean at least 85
percent of the total production of the domestic like
product covered by the order. See, e.g.,
Supercalendered Paper from Canada: Final Results
of Changed Circumstances Review and Revocation
of Countervailing Duty Order, 83 FR 32268 (July 12,
2018).

6 See Initiation and Preliminary Results, 85 FR at
41538.

7 See 19 CFR 351.216(c). See also Large Diameter
Welded Pipe from India: Final Results of
Antidumping Duty and Countervailing Duty
Changed Circumstances Reviews, 85 FR 26930 (May
6, 2020); Large Diameter Welded Pipe from Greece:
Final Results of Antidumping Duty Changed
Circumstances Review, 85 FR 37424 (June 22, 2020);
and Initiation and Preliminary Results, 85 FR at
41537-38.

8 See Initiation and Preliminary Results, 85 FR at
41538.

Scope of the Orders

The merchandise covered by these
Orders is welded carbon and alloy steel
pipe (other than stainless steel pipe),
more than 406.4 mm (16 inches) in
nominal outside diameter (large
diameter welded line pipe), regardless
of wall thickness, length, surface finish,
grade, end finish, or stenciling. Large
diameter welded pipe may be used to
transport oil, gas, slurry, steam, or other
fluids, liquids, or gases. It may also be
used for structural purposes, including,
but not limited to, piling. Specifically,
not included is large diameter welded
pipe produced only to specifications of
the American Water Works Association
(AWWA) for water and sewage pipe.

Large diameter welded line pipe used
to transport oil, gas, or natural gas
liquids is normally produced to the
American Petroleum Institute (API)
specification 5L. Large diameter welded
pipe may also be produced to American
Society for Testing and Materials
(ASTM) standards A500, A252, or A53,
or other relevant domestic
specifications, grades and/or standards.
Large diameter welded line pipe can be
produced to comparable foreign
specifications, grades and/or standards
or to proprietary specifications, grades
and/or standards, or can be non-graded
material. All pipe meeting the physical
description set forth above is covered by
the scope of these Orders, whether or
not produced according to a particular
standard.

Subject merchandise also includes
large diameter welded pipe that has
been further processed in a third
country, including but not limited to
coating, painting, notching, beveling,
cutting, punching, welding, or any other
processing that would not otherwise
remove the merchandise from the scope
of the Orders if performed in the
country of manufacture of the in-scope
large diameter welded pipe.

Excluded from the scope are any
products covered by the existing
antidumping duty order on welded line
pipe from the Republic of Korea. See
Welded Line Pipe from the Republic of
Korea and the Republic of Turkey:
Antidumping Duty Orders, 80 FR 75056
(December 1, 2015).9

Also excluded is large diameter
welded pipe in the following
combinations of grades, outside
diameters, and wall thicknesses:

e Grade X60, X65, or X70, 18 inches
outside diameter, 0.688 inches or greater
wall thickness;

9 This paragraph does not appear in the scope of
the CVD order on large diameter welded pipe from
Korea.



51680

Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/ Notices

e Grade X60, X65, or X70, 20 inches
outside diameter, 0.688 inches or greater
wall thickness;

e Grade X60, X65, X70, or X80, 22
inches outside diameter, 0.750 inches or
greater wall thickness; and

e Grade X60, X65, or X70, 24 inches
outside diameter, 0.750 inches or greater
wall thickness.

The large diameter welded pipe that
is subject to these Orders is currently
classifiable in the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS)
under subheadings 7305.11.1030,
7305.11.1060, 7305.11.5000,
7305.12.1030, 7305.12.1060,
7305.12.5000, 7305.19.1030,
7305.19.1060, 7305.19.5000,
7305.31.4000, 7305.31.6090,
7305.39.1000 and 7305.39.5000. While
the HTSUS subheadings are provided
for convenience and customs purposes,
the written description of the scope of
these Orders is dispositive.

Final Results of CCRs

Commerce may modify the scope of
an AD and/or CVD order as a result of
conducting a CCR.1° For the reasons
stated in the Initiation and Preliminary
Results, Commerce continues to find
that it is appropriate to revoke the
Orders, in part, in accordance with
section 782(h)(2) of the Act and 19 CFR
351.222(g)(1)(i), with respect to certain
large diameter welded pipe products
with specific combinations of grades,
diameters, and wall thicknesses, as
reflected in the “Scope of the Order”
section of this notice.

We will instruct U.S. Customs and
Border Protection to terminate the
suspension of liquidation for all
shipments of the products which are
revoked from the Orders as a result of
these CCRs that were entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse, for
consumption on or after the date of
publication of this notice in the Federal
Register. We intend for all entries of the
revoked products that were suspended
on or after the date of publication of this
notice to be liquidated without regard to
antidumping duties (i.e., refund all cash
deposits).

Notification to Interested Parties

We are issuing this determination and
publishing these final results and notice
in accordance with sections 751(b)(1)
and 777(i)(1) and (2) of the Act and 19

10 See Carbon and Alloy Steel Wire Rod from the
Republic of Korea and the United Kingdom: Notice
of Final Results of Antidumping Duty Changed
Circumstances Review, 84 FR 13888 (April 8, 2019);
see also Certain Steel Nails from the People’s
Republic of China: Final Results of Antidumping
Duty Changed Circumstances Review, 84 FR 49508
(September 20, 2019).

CFR 351.216(e), 351.221(b),
351.221(c)(3), 351.222(g)(1) and
351.222(g)(4).

Dated: August 13, 2020.
Jeffrey I. Kessler,

Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance.

[FR Doc. 2020-18385 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration

[A-489-501]

Welded Carbon Steel Standard Pipe
and Tube Products From Turkey:
Notice of Court Decision Not in
Harmony With Amended Final Results
of Review; Amended Final Results of
Administrative Review of the
Antidumping Duty Order on Welded
Carbon Steel Standard Pipe and Tube
Products From the Republic of Turkey,
2014-2015

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: On July 28, 2020, the U.S.
Court of International Trade (CIT)
sustained the Department of Commerce
(Commerce)’s third remand
redetermination pertaining to the
administrative review of welded carbon
steel standard pipe and tube products
(welded pipe and tube) from the
Republic of Turkey (Turkey) covering
the period of review (POR) May 1, 2014
through April 30, 2015. Commerce is
notifying the public that the CIT’s final
judgment is not in harmony with the
amended final results of the
administrative review, and that
Commerce is amending the weighted-
average dumping margin for Toscelik
Profil ve Sac Endustrisi A.S. (Toscelik).

DATES: Applicable August 7, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael J. Heaney, AD/CVD Operations,
Office VI, Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—4475.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

On December 20, 2016, Commerce
published the Final Results in the 2014—
2015 administrative review of welded
pipe and tube from Turkey, in which
Commerce calculated a weighted-
average dumping margin of 1.91

percent.! After correcting ministerial
errors contained in the Final Results, on
February 17, 2017, Commerce published
the Amended Final Results, and
calculated a revised weighted-average
dumping margin of 3.40 percent for
Toscelik.?

Toscelik and the JMC Steel Group (a
domestic interested party) appealed
Commerce’s Final Results, as amended
by the Amended Final Results, to the
CIT. On June 6, 2018, the CIT issued its
First Remand Order, directing
Commerce to: (1) Reconsider the
calculation of Toscelik’s duty drawback
adjustment; and (2) provide further
explanation for granting Toscelik a
circumstance-of-sale adjustment for
warehousing expenses.? On October 4,
2018, Commerce submitted its final
results of redetermination, recalculating
Toscelik’s duty drawback adjustment,
under respectful protest,* and providing
further explanation for granting a
circumstance-of-sale adjustment for
warehousing expenses.5

On April 1, 2019, the CIT issued its
Second Remand Order, sustaining
Commerce’s explanation of Toscelik’s
circumstance-of-sale for adjustment for
warehousing expenses, but remanding
Commerce’s modified calculation of
Toscelik’s duty drawback adjustment.®
In particular, the CIT found that
Commerce’s additional circumstance-of-
sale adjustment to correct a perceived
imbalance in Toscelik’s dumping
margin calculation ‘“negates the
statutory duty drawback adjustment that
Toscelik earned by exporting its
finished product to the United States
and impinges on the agency’s ability to
make a fair comparison.” 7 On May 30,
2019, Commerce submitted its second
final results of redetermination,
recalculating Toscelik’s duty drawback
adjustment, including a circumstance-

1 See Welded Carbon Steel Standard Pipe and
Tube Products from Turkey: Final Results of
Antidumping Administrative Review; 2014-2015,
81 FR 92785 (December 20, 2016) (Final Results),
and accompanying Issues and Decision
Memorandum.

2 See Welded Carbon Steel Standard Pipe and
Tube Products from Turkey: Amended Final Results
of Antidumping Duty Administrative Review; 2014—
2015, 82 FR 11002 (February 17, 2017) (Amended
Final Results).

3 See Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi A.S. v.
United States, 321 F. Supp. 3d 1270 (CIT 2018)
(First Remand Order) at 17-18.

4 See Viraj Group, Ltd. v. United States, 343 F.3d
1371 (Fed. Cir. 2003).

5 See Final Results of Redetermination Pursuant
to Court Remand, Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi
A.S. v. United States, Court No. 17-00018, Slip Op.
18-66 (CIT June 6, 2018).

6 See Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi A.S. v.
United States, 375 F. Supp. 3d 1312 (CIT 2019)
(Second Remand Order).

7 See Second Remand Order, 375 F. Supp. 3d at
1316.
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of-sale adjustment to account for the
imbalance between the amount of
import duties included in U.S. price as
a result of the duty drawback
adjustment and the amount of import
duties reflected in normal value.8

On December 18, 2019, in its Third
Remand Order, the CIT ordered
Commerce to recalculate normal value
without making a circumstance-of-sale
adjustment related to the duty drawback
adjustment made to U.S. price.? On
March 13, 2020, in the third results of
redetermination, Commerce granted
Toscelik a duty drawback adjustment,
without making a circumstance-of-sale
adjustment to account for the imbalance
between the U.S. duty drawback
adjustment and the amount of import
duties reflected in normal value.10
Additionally, Commerce added an
imputed cost for import duties to the
cost of production.1? This amount is
based on Toscelik’s cost of
manufacturing during the POR for pipe
and tube and was calculated as the ratio
of the total amount of Toscelik’s
exempted import duties and its cost of
manufacturing during the POR. On July
28, 2020, the CIT sustained Commerce’s
third results of redetermination, and
entered final judgment.?2

Timken Notice

In its decision in Timken,!3 as
clarified by Diamond Sawblades,** the
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
held that, pursuant to section 516A of
the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (the
Act), Commerce must publish a notice
of court decision that is not “in
harmony’” with a Commerce
determination and must suspend
liquidation of entries pending a
“conclusive” court decision. The CIT’s
July 28, 2020, final judgment constitutes
a final decision of the CIT that is not in
harmony with Commerce’s Amended
Final Results.s Thus, this notice is

8 See Final Results of Redetermination Pursuant
to Court Remand, Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi
A.S. v. United States, Court No. 17-00018, Slip Op.
1941 (CIT April 1, 2019) (Second
Redetermination).

9 See Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi A.S. v.
United States, 415 F. Supp. 3d 1395 (CIT 2019)
(Third Remand Order).

10 See Final Results of Redetermination Pursuant
to Court Remand, Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi
A.S. v. United States, Court No. 17-00018, Slip Op.
19-166 (CIT December 18, 2019) (Third
Redetermination).

1]d.

12 See Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi A.S. v.
United States, Court No., 17-00018, Slip Op. 20—
105 (CIT July 28, 2020) (CIT Final Judgment).

13 See Timken Co. v. United States, 893 F.2d 337
(Fed. Cir. 1990) (Timken).

14 See Diamond Sawblades Manufacturers
Coalition v. United States, 626 F.3d 1374 (Fed. Cir.
2010) (Diamond Sawblades).

15 See CIT Final Judgment.

published in fulfillment of the
publication requirements of Timken and
section 516A of the Act.

Amended Final Results of Review

Because there is now a final court
judgment, Commerce is amending its
Amended Final Results with respect to
Toscelik as follows:

and (4) remain unliquidated as of 5:00
p-m. Eastern Time on February 17, 2017.

Notification to Interested Parties

This notice is issued and published in
accordance with sections 516A(c)(1) and
(e), 751(a) and 777(i) of the Act.

Dated: August 13, 2020.
Jeffrey 1. Kessler,

Weighted-  Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and
average Compliance.
Exporter or producer dumping  [FR Doc. 2020-18384 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am|
(gé?é%lr?t) BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P
Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi
AS. s 0.00 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Cash Deposit Requirements

Because Toscelik has a superseding
cash deposit rate, i.e., there have been
final results published in a subsequent
administrative review for Toscelik, this
notice will not affect the current cash
deposit rate for Toscelik.

Liquidation of Suspended Entries

If the CIT’s final judgment is not
appealed, or if appealed and upheld,
because Toscelik’s amended weighted-
average dumping margin is zero percent,
Commerce will instruct CBP to
terminate the suspension of liquidation,
and to liquidate and to assess duties at
a rate of zero for entries during the POR
that were produced and exported by
Toscelik.

Consistent with Commerce’s
assessment practice, for entries of
subject merchandise during the POR
produced by Toscelik for which
Toscelik did not know that the
merchandise was destined for the
United States, we will instruct CBP to
liquidate unreviewed entries at the all-
others rate if there is no rate for the
intermediate company(ies) involved in
the transaction.16

Lastly, at this time, Commerce
remains enjoined by Court order from
liquidating entries that: (1) Were the
subject of the administrative
determination published in the Final
Results, as amended by the Amended
Final Results; 17 (2) were produced and/
or exported by any of the following:
Toscelik Profil ve Sac Endustrisi A.S.;
Tosyali Dis Ticaret A.S.; Tubeco Pipe
and Steel Corporation; and Toscelik
Metal Ticaret A.S.; (3) were entered, or
were withdrawn from warehouse, for
consumption on or after May 1, 2014
through and including April 30, 2015;

16 For a full discussion of this practice, see
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings:
Assessment of Antidumping Duties, 68 FR 23954
(May 6, 2003).

17 See Final Results, 81 FR at 92785; see also
Amended Final Results, 82 FR at 11002.

International Trade Administration

United States Investment Advisory
Council Meeting

AGENCY: International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of an open meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA), this notice announces, the
United States Investment Advisory
Council (Council) will hold a virtual
meeting on Thursday, September 10,
2020.

DATES: Thursday, September 10, 2020,
10:00-11:30 a.m. EDT. The deadline for
members of the public to register,
including requests to make comments
during the meeting and for auxiliary
aids, or to submit written comments for
dissemination prior to the meeting is
5:00 p.m. EDT on September 3, 2020.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
virtually due to the current COVID-19
pandemic. Requests to register
(including to speak) and any written
comments should be submitted to:
United States Investment Advisory
Council, U.S. Department of Commerce,
1401 Constitution Avenue NW, Room
30011, Washington, DC 20230, and
emailed to: JAC@trade.gov. Members of
the public are encouraged to submit
registration requests and written
comments via email to ensure timely
receipt.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David Weil, United States Investment
Advisory Council, Room 30011, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230, telephone 202-768-1906.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
United States Investment Advisory
Council (Council) was established by
the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary)
pursuant to duties imposed by 15 U.S.C.
1512 upon the Department and in
compliance with the Federal Advisory
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Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C.
App. .
The Council advises the Secretary on
matters relating to the promotion and
retention of foreign direct investment in
the United States. At the meeting,
members will provide updates on the
work they have done to present in
identifying and deliberating on policy
priorities regarding the facilitation of
foreign direct investment into the
United States. These policy priorities
include deregulation and the
streamlining of processes that affect
business investment opportunities
across U.S. regions, the facilitation of
infrastructure investment, workforce
development, and mechanisms to
increase investment competitiveness for
domestic manufacturing companies, in
addition to other topics. The agenda
may change to accommodate Council
business. The final agenda will be
posted on the Department of Commerce
website for the Council at: http://
trade.gov/IAC, at least one week in
advance of the meeting.

Public Participation: The meeting will
be open to the public and will be
accessible to people with disabilities.
All guests are required to register in
advance by the deadline identified
under the DATES caption. Requests for
auxiliary aids must be submitted by the
registration deadline. Last minute
requests will be accepted but may be
impossible to fill. There will be fifteen
(15) minutes allotted for oral comments
from members of the public joining the
meeting. To accommodate as many
speakers as possible, the time for public
comments may be limited to three (3)
minutes per person. Individuals wishing
to reserve speaking time during the
meeting must submit a request at the
time of registration, as well as the name
and address of the proposed speaker. If
the number of registrants requesting to
make statements is greater than can be
reasonably accommodated during the
meeting, the International Trade
Administration may conduct a lottery to
determine the speakers.

Speakers are requested to submit a
written copy of their prepared remarks
by 5:00 p.m. EDT on September 3, 2020,
for inclusion in the meeting records and
for circulation to the Members of the
Council.

In addition, any member of the public
may submit pertinent written comments
concerning the Council’s affairs at any
time before or after the meeting.
Comments may be submitted to David
Weil at the contact information
indicated above. To be considered
during the meeting, comments must be
received no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT on
September 3, 2020, to ensure

transmission to the Council members
prior to the meeting. Comments
received after that date and time will be
distributed to the members but may not
be considered during the meeting.
Comments and statements will be
posted on the United States Investment
Adpvisory Council website (http://
trade.gov/IAC) without change,
including any business or personal
information provided such as it
includes names, addresses, email
addresses, or telephone numbers.

All comments and statements
received, including attachments and
other supporting materials, are part of
the public record and subject to public
disclosure. You should submit only
information that you wish to make
publicly available.

Copies of Council meeting minutes
will be available within 90 days of the
meeting.

David Weil,

United States Investment Advisory Council.
[FR Doc. 2020-18359 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DR-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Additions and
Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Additions to and Deletions from
the Procurement List.

SUMMARY: This action adds products and
services to the Procurement List that
will be furnished by nonprofit agencies
employing persons who are blind or
have other severe disabilities, and
deletes products and services from the
Procurement List previously furnished
by such agencies.

DATES: Date added to and deleted from
the Procurement List: September 20,
2020.

ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, 1401 S. Clark Street, Suite
715, Arlington, Virginia, 22202-4149.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael R. Jurkowski, Telephone: (703)
603—2117, Fax: (703) 603—0655, or email
CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Additions

On 3/27/2020, 5/1/2020 and 7/17/
2020, the Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely

Disabled published notice of proposed
additions to the Procurement List. This
notice is published pursuant to 41
U.S.C. 8503 (a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3.

After consideration of the material
presented to it concerning capability of
qualified nonprofit agencies to provide
the products and services and impact of
the additions on the current or most
recent contractors, the Committee has
determined that the products and
services listed below are suitable for
procurement by the Federal Government
under 41 U.S.C. 8501-8506 and 41 CFR
51-2.4.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. The action will not result in any
additional reporting, recordkeeping or
other compliance requirements for small
entities other than the small
organizations that will furnish the
products and services to the
Government.

2. The action will result in
authorizing small entities to furnish the
products and services to the
Government.

3. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 8501-8506) in
connection with the products and
services proposed for addition to the
Procurement List.

End of Certification

Accordingly, the following products
and services are added to the
Procurement List:

Products

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)
6515—-01-NIB-2636—Exam Light, Tactical,
For CLS 6545—-01-677—-4906 Only
Mandatory Source of Supply: Lighthouse
Works, Orlando, FL
Contracting Activity: DEFENSE LOGISTICS
AGENCY, DLA TROOP SUPPORT
NSN(s)—Product Name(s)
160001400S—ProPack, Rack and Hooks
Kit, Army
Mandatory Source of Supply: Crowder
Industries, Inc., Neosho, MO
Contracting Activity: DEPT OF THE ARMY,
W6QK ACC-APG NATICK

Services

Service Type: Facility Maintenance Support

Mandatory for: U.S. Marshals Service,
William F. Degan Tactical Operations
Center, Pineville, LA

Mandatory Source of Supply: Rising Star
Resource Development Corporation,
Dallas, TX

Contracting Activity: U.S. MARSHALS
SERVICE, U.S. DEPT OF JUSTICE,
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USMS

Deletions

On 6/26/2020 and 7/17/2020, the
Committee for Purchase From People
Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled
published notice of proposed deletions
from the Procurement List. This notice
is published pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 8503
(a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3.

After consideration of the relevant
matter presented, the Committee has
determined that the products and
services listed below are no longer
suitable for procurement by the Federal
Government under 41 U.S.C. 8501-8506
and 41 CFR 51-2.4.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. The action will not result in
additional reporting, recordkeeping or
other compliance requirements for small
entities.

2. The action may result in
authorizing small entities to furnish the
products and services to the
Government.

3. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 8501-8506) in
connection with the products and
services deleted from the Procurement
List.

End of Certification

Accordingly, the following products
and services are deleted from the
Procurement List:

Products

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)
3030-01-017-4340—Belt, V—shaped,
EPDM Rubber, Notched/A2 Cog,
Neoprene, 38.3”
3030-01-146-7057—]Joined Belt, V-
shaped, EPDM Rubber, VA Cross
Section, Notched/A2 Cog, Neoprene,
47.96”
3030-01-200-6004—Belt, V-shaped,
Joined, EPDM Rubber, RA Cross Section,
Notched/A2 Cog, 42.53”
3030-01-387-5760—DBelt, V—shaped,
EPDM Rubber, HC41 Cross Section,
Notched/A2 Cog, Neoprene, 34.58”
Mandatory Source of Supply: East Texas
Lighthouse for the Blind, Tyler, TX
Contracting Activity: DLA LAND AND
MARITIME, COLUMBUS, OH
NSN(s)—Product Name(s)
7520-01-483-8993—Stand, Calendar Pad,
for 37 x 3-3/4" refill, Black
Mandatory Source of Supply: LC Industries,
Inc., Durham, NC
Contracting Activity: GSA/FAS ADMIN
SVCS ACQUISITION BR(2, NEW YORK,
NY

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)
4220-00-926—-9468—Vest, Life Preserver,
USN, Red, Medium

Mandatory Source of Supply: Mississippi
Industries for the Blind, Jackson, MS

Contracting Activity: DLA TROOP SUPPORT,
PHILADELPHIA, PA

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)

4220-00-926—-9468—Vest, Life Preserver,
USN, Red, Medium

Mandatory Source of Supply: Lions
Volunteer Blind Industries, Inc.,
Morristown, TN

Contracting Activity: DLA TROOP SUPPORT,
PHILADELPHIA, PA

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)

MR 402—Bag, Shopping Tote, Laminated,
Small, “Live Sweet”

MR 403—Bag, Shopping Tote, Laminated,
Small, “Live Well”

MR 404—Bag, Shopping Tote, Laminated,
Large, “Live Spicy”

MR 405—Bag, Shopping Tote, Laminated,
Fresh, “Live Fresh”

MR 406—Bag, Shopping Tote, Laminated,
Large, “Live Sweet”

Mandatory Source of Supply: Industries for
the Blind and Visually Impaired, Inc.,
West Allis, WI

Contracting Activity: Military Resale-Defense
Commissary Agency

Services

Service Type: Administrative Services

Mandatory for: Milwaukee Federal Building
and U.S. Courthouse, Milwaukee, WI

Mandatory Source of Supply: Milwaukee
Center for Independence, Inc.,
Milwaukee, WI

Contracting Activity: GENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION, FPDS AGENCY
COORDINATOR

Service Type: Janitorial/Custodial

Mandatory for: Internal Revenue Service:
11631 Caroline Road, Philadelphia, PA

Mandatory Source of Supply: UNKNOWN

Contracting Activity: TREASURY,
DEPARTMENT OF THE, DEPT OF
TREAS/

Service Type: Telephone/Switchboard
Operator

Mandatory for: VA Northern California
Health Care System, Martinez, CA

Mandatory Source of Supply: Project Hired,
San Jose, CA

Contracting Activity: VETERANS AFFAIRS,
DEPARTMENT OF, 261-NETWORK
CONTRACT OFFICE 21

Service Type: Telephone/Switchboard
Operator

Mandatory for: Department of Veterans
Affairs, VA Northern California Health
Care System, 10535 Hospital Way,
Sacramento, CA

Mandatory Source of Supply: Project Hired,
San Jose, CA

Contracting Activity: VETERANS AFFAIRS,
DEPARTMENT OF, 261-NETWORK
CONTRACT OFFICE 21

Service Type: Document Destruction

Mandatory for: VA North Clinic: 916 W
Owens Avenue, Las Vegas, NV

Mandatory for: VA Central Clinic: 901
Rancho Lane, Las Vegas, NV

Mandatory for: VA Administration: 1841 E.
Craig Road, Ste. B Warehouse, Las Vegas,

NV

Mandatory for: VA Administration #2: 2455
W. Cheyenne, Ste. 102, Las Vegas, NV

Mandatory for: VA West Clinic: 630 S
Rancho Road, Las Vegas, NV

Mandatory for: VA Loma Linda Healthcare
System: 11201 Benton Street, Loma
Linda, CA

Mandatory Source of Supply: Goodwill
Industries of Southern California,
Panarama City, CA

Contracting Activity: VETERANS AFFAIRS,
DEPARTMENT OF, NAC

Service Type: Janitorial/Custodial

Mandatory for: Defense Enterprise
Computing Center (DECC)
Mechanicsburg: Building 504B,
Mechanicsburg, PA

Mandatory for: Defense Enterprise
Computing Center (DECC)
Mechanicsburg: Building 309T,
Mechanicsburg, PA

Mandatory Source of Supply: Goodwill
Services, Inc., Harrisburg, PA

Contracting Activity: DEFENSE
INFORMATION SYSTEMS AGENCY
(DISA), IT CONTRACTING DIVISION—
PL83

Michael R. Jurkowski,
Deputy Director, Business & PL Operations.

[FR Doc. 2020-18361 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6353-01-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Proposed Additions
and Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Proposed Additions to and
Deletions from the Procurement List.

SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing
to add services to the Procurement List
that will be furnished by nonprofit
agencies employing persons who are
blind or have other severe disabilities,
and deletes products and services
previously furnished by such agencies.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before: September 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, 1401 S. Clark Street, Suite
715, Arlington, Virginia 22202—4149.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information or to submit
comments contact: Michael R.
Jurkowski, Telephone: (703) 603-2117,
Fax: (703) 603—-0655, or email
CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published pursuant to 41
U.S.C. 8503 (a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3. Its
purpose is to provide interested persons
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an opportunity to submit comments on
the proposed actions.

Additions

If the Committee approves the
proposed additions, the entities of the
Federal Government identified in this
notice will be required to procure the
services listed below from nonprofit
agencies employing persons who are
blind or have other severe disabilities.

The following services are proposed
for addition to the Procurement List for
production by the nonprofit agencies
listed:

Services

Service Type: Janitorial Service

Mandatory for: FAA, Denver Air Traffic
Control Tower/Base Building and
TRACON/Generator Building, Denver,
CO

Mandatory Source of Supply: Bayaud
Industries, Inc., Denver, CO

Contracting Activity: FEDERAL AVIATION
ADMINISTRATION, 697DCK
REGIONAL ACQUISITIONS SVCS

Service Type: Base Supply Center and Retail
Gift Shop

Mandatory for: Bureau of Alcohol, Firearms,
Tobacco and Explosives, Washington,
DC

Mandatory Source of Supply: Virginia
Industries for the Blind, Charlottesville,
VA

Contracting Activity: ATF ACQUISITION
AND PROPERTY MGMT DIV, ATF

Deletions

The following products and services
are proposed for deletion from the
Procurement List:

Products

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)
MR 10638—Carrot and Dip To Go, Includes
Shipper 20638
MR 10651—Saver, Lemon
MR 10671—Celery and Dip To Go,
Includes Shipper 20671
MR 10744—Container, Snack, Pigout,
Includes Shipper 20744
MR 10767—Saver, Grapefruit, Includes
Shipper 20767
MR 11102—Bags, Roasting, Includes
Shipper 21102
Mandatory Source of Supply: Winston-Salem
Industries for the Blind, Inc., Winston-
Salem, NC
Contracting Activity: Military Resale-Defense
Commissary Agency

Services

Service Type: Laundry Service

Mandatory for: Health & Human Services
Supply Center, Perry Point, MD

Mandatory Source of Supply: Rappahannock
Goodwill Industries, Inc.,
Fredericksburg, VA

Contracting Activity: HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF, DEPT OF
HHS

Service Type: Administrative Services

Mandatory for: General Services
Administration: 200 Chestnut Street,

Philadelphia, PA

Mandatory Source of Supply: Elwyn, Aston,
PA

Contracting Activity: PUBLIC BUILDINGS
SERVICE, GSA/PBS/R03 NORTH
SERVICE CENTER

Service Type: Latrine Services

Mandatory for: Stryker National Logistics
Center, Auburn, WA

Mandatory Source of Supply: Skookum
Educational Programs, Bremerton, WA

Contracting Activity: DEPT OF THE ARMY,
W4GG HQ US ARMY TACOM

Michael R. Jurkowski,

Deputy Director, Business & PL Operations.
[FR Doc. 2020-18362 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6353-01-P

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
FINANCE CORPORATION

[DFC-015]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comments Request

AGENCY: U.S. International Development
Finance Corporation (DFC).

ACTION: Notice of Information
Collection; request for comment.

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act, agencies are
required to publish a Notice in the
Federal Register notifying the public
that the agency is creating a new
information collection for OMB review
and approval and requests public
review and comment on the submission.
Comments are being solicited on the
need for the information; the accuracy
of the burden estimate; the quality,
practical utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and ways to
minimize reporting the burden,
including automated collected
techniques and uses of other forms of
technology.

DATES: Comments must be received by
October 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: Comments and requests for
copies of the subject information
collection may be sent by any of the
following methods:

e Mail: Joanna M. Reynolds, Agency
Submitting Officer, U.S. International
Development Finance Corporation, 1100
New York Avenue NW, Washington, DC
20527.

e Email: fedreg@dfc.gov.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
agency form number or OMB form
number for this information collection.
Electronic submissions must include the
agency form number in the subject line
to ensure proper routing. Please note
that all written comments received in

response to this notice will be
considered public records.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Agency Submitting Officer: Joanna M.
Reynolds, (202) 357-3979.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice informs the public that DFC will
submit to OMB a request for approval of
the following information collection.

Summary Form Under Review

Title of Collection: MTU Intake
Questionnaire.

Type of Review: New information
collection.

Agency Form Number: DFC-015.

OMB Form Number: Not assigned,
new information collection.

Frequency: Once per potential client
per project.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit; not-for-profit institutions.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Number of Respondents: 130.

Estimated Time per Respondent: 1
hour.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 130 hours.

Abstract: The MTU Intake
Questionnaire is the principal document
used to collect information from
potential clients seeking support from
the Mission Transaction Unit (MTU) of
DFC. MTU works together with USAID
missions and operating units to promote
and advance the agencies’ development
objectives around the world.

Dated: August 18, 2020.
Nichole Skoyles,

Administrative Counsel, Office of the General
Counsel.

[FR Doc. 2020-18408 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3210-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No. ED-2020-SCC-0136]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Comment Request; Formula
Grant EASIE Electronic Application
System for Indian Education

AGENCY: Office of Elementary and
Secondary Education (OESE),
Department of Education (ED).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ED is
proposing a revision to an existing
information collection.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before October
20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: To access and review all the
documents related to the information
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collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by
searching the Docket ID number ED-
2020-SCC-0136. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be
submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
If the regulations.gov site is not
available to the public for any reason,
ED will temporarily accept comments at
ICDocketMgr@ed.gov. Please include the
docket ID number and the title of the
information collection request when
requesting documents or submitting
comments. Please note that comments
submitted by fax or email and those
submitted after the comment period will
not be accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to the Director of the Strategic
Collections and Clearance Governance
and Strategy Division, U.S. Department
of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. SW,
LBJ, Room 6W208D, Washington, DC
20202-4537.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Crystal Moore,
202—-453-5593.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Education (ED), in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the general
public and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed,
revised, and continuing collections of
information. This helps the Department
assess the impact of its information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in

response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: Formula Grant
EASIE Electronic Application System
for Indian Education.

OMB Control Number: 1810-0021.

Type of Review: A revision of an
existing information collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: State,
Local and Tribal Organizations.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 11,300.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 7,050.

Abstract: The Indian Education
Formula Grant (CFDA 84.060A) requires
the annual submission of the
application from the local educational
agency and/or tribe. The amount of each
applicant’s award is determined by
formula, based upon the reported
number of American Indian/Alaska
Native students identified in the
application, the state per pupil
expenditure, and the total appropriation
available. Applicants provide the data
required for funding electronically, and
the Office of Indian Education (OIE) is
able to apply electronic tools to
facilitate the review and analysis
leading to grant awards. This change
request will result in a reduction in
burden of 1,950 hours and $39,000 for
the public. The change in burden is due
to technical changes in the forms that
made them electronically fillable and a
reduction in the number of questions in
the collection.

Dated: August 18, 2020.

Kate Mullan,

PRA Coordinator, Strategic Collections and
Clearance, Governance and Strategy Division,
Office of Chief Data Officer, Office of
Planning, Evaluation and Policy
Development.

[FR Doc. 2020-18421 Filed 8—20—-20; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Applications for New Awards;
Institutional Resilience and Expanded
Postsecondary Opportunity Grants
Program

AGENCY: Office of Postsecondary
Education, Department of Education.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Education
(Department) is issuing a notice inviting
applications (NIA) from eligible
applicants for fiscal year (FY) 2020 for
Institutional Resilience and Expanded
Postsecondary Opportunity (IREPO)
Grants under section 18004(a)(3) of the
Higher Education Emergency Relief
Fund of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,

and Economic Security Act (CARES Act
or Act), Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance (CFDA) number 84.425P.
This notice relates to the approved
information collection under OMB
control number 1840-0848.
DATES:

Applications Available: August 21,
2020.

Deadline for Notice of Intent to Apply:
September 10, 2020.

Deadline for Transmittal of
Applications: October 20, 2020.

Pre-Application Information: The
Department will post additional
information for prospective applicants
on the IREPO program website: https://
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/
heerfirepo.html.

ADDRESSES: For the addresses for
obtaining and submitting an
application, please refer to our Common
Instructions for Applicants to
Department of Education Discretionary
Grant Programs, published in the
Federal Register on February 13, 2019
(84 FR 3768) and available at
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-
02-13/pdf/2019-02206.pdf.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Epps, U.S. Department of
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW,
250-64, Washington, DC 20202.
Telephone: (202) 453-6337. Email:
Karen.Epps@ed.gov.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD) or a text
telephone (TTY), call the Federal Relay
Service (FRS), toll free, at 1-800-877—
8339.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Full Text of Announcement
I. Funding Opportunity Description

Purpose of Program: The purpose of
the IREPO Grants, offered under section
18004(a)(3) of the CARES Act and the
Fund for the Improvement of
Postsecondary Education (FIPSE), is to
provide financial support to institutions
of higher education (IHEs) with the
greatest unmet needs related to
coronavirus to enable them to resume
operations, serve the needs of students,
reduce disease transmission, and
develop more resilient instructional
delivery models, such as distance
learning, to continue educating students
who cannot or choose not to attend
classroom-based instruction due to
coronavirus.

This program contains one absolute
priority. In addition, there are three
competitive preference priorities that
allow for up to three points to be
awarded for each of two competitive
priorities and up to ten points for one
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competitive priority, for a cumulative
total of up to sixteen competitive
preference points.

Background: Section 18004(a)(3) of
the CARES Act directs the Secretary to
allocate 2.5 percent of the $14.2 billion
Higher Education Emergency Relief
Fund (HEERF) funds appropriated by
the Act to provide grants to institutions
under part B of title VII of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended
(HEA), for institutions that the
Department has determined have the
greatest unmet needs related to
coronavirus. Part B of title VII of the
HEA establishes the FIPSE. FIPSE
grants, including grants under this
program, are limited to institutions of
higher education, as defined in section
101 of the HEA.

FIPSE grants are required, by statute,
to support improvements in higher
education through reforms,
improvements, or innovations in
postsecondary education programs,
opportunities, and delivery models.
Section 18004(a)(3) of the CARES Act
provides funding specifically for the
FIPSE program, and section 18004(d) of
the Act directs the Secretary to give
priority to IHEs that received less than
$500,000 combined under the IHE
formula grants authorized by section
18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act and the
grants authorized by section 18004 (a)(2)
of the Act and that demonstrate the
greatest unmet needs related to
expenses associated with coronavirus.

Read together, section 18004(a)(3) and
(d) of the CARES Act gives the
Department discretion to determine
which public and not-for-profit IHEs
that are eligible for FIPSE grants should
receive section 18004(a)(3) IREPO
grants. Given the statutory directive to
the Department to provide priority to
institutions that received less than
$500,000 from the other HEERF grants,
the Department’s general understanding
that all IHEs have been significantly
impacted by the coronavirus national
emergency, and to facilitate the
expedient delivery of emergency funds
to IHEs, the Department, in its
discretion, decided to provide section
18004(a)(3) grant awards to all eligible
IHEs (public and not-for-profit
institutions) that had received less than
$500,000 collectively from the other
HEERF grants, in amounts that would
mean that each such IHE would receive
$500,000 total from all its HEERF grants.
The Department has already announced
a first round of allocations under section
18004(a)(3) specifically for institutions
that received less than $500,000
combined under the grants authorized
by section 18004(a)(1) and (a)(2).
Section 18004(a)(3) allows for a broad

range of uses for IREPO grants, by
stating that they may be used ““to defray
expenses (including lost revenue,
reimbursement for expenses already
incurred, technology costs associated
with a transition to distance education,
faculty and staff trainings, payroll)
incurred by IHEs and for grants to
students for any component of the
student’s cost of attendance (as defined
under section 472 of the Higher
Education Act), including food,
housing, course materials, technology,
health care, and child care.”

To disburse the remainder of the
$348.8 million set aside for section
18004(a)(3) awards, the Department
believes it should run a grant
competition that complies with the
requirements of the FIPSE grant
program, in that the use of these funds
will result in improvements in
postsecondary education and
opportunity, and that complies with the
requirements of the CARES Act in
giving priority to institutions with the
greatest unmet needs related to
coronavirus. Section 18004(a)(3) does
not define the term ‘““greatest unmet
needs related to coronavirus.” While
section 18004(a)(3) allows funds to be
used to “defray expenses” and for
“grants to students,” given that
Congress chose FIPSE as the program
through which these grants would be
issued, expenditures under this program
may be used to defray expenses
associated with coronavirus, but must
also result in improvements in
postsecondary education. As a result,
the Department believes it is reasonable
to establish priorities, selection criteria,
definitions, and other requirements for
the IREPO Grant Program competition
that would serve the IHEs with the
greatest unmet coronavirus-related
needs and support the purpose of
improving postsecondary education in
response to coronavirus-related
challenges.

For the purpose of this program, we
define institutions with the greatest
unmet needs related to coronavirus as
those that—

(1) Had a student population enrolled
at the beginning of the term that
included March 13, 2020, or, if that date
occurred during a break between terms,
at the beginning of the term
immediately prior to the break which
included March 13, 2020, in which
more than 30 percent of full-time
students received a Pell Grant; and/or

(2) Were underserved by other CARES
Act programs either because—

(a) The institution did not receive a
loan under the Paycheck Protection
Program established by the CARES Act;
and/or

(b) The institution serves large
numbers of part-time students and, as
such, received a reduced per-student
allocation under section 18004(a)(1) of
the CARES Act relative to institutions of
the same or similar total enrollment that
serve mostly full-time students; and

(c) Had other unmet needs due to the
novel coronavirus, as described by the
institution in its application.

The Department will provide grants to
individual eligible institutions or
consortia of two or more eligible
institutions.

Starting in March 2020, the novel
coronavirus forced nearly all the
Nation’s secondary and postsecondary
institutions to expand their use of, or
transition fully to, remote learning.
While some IHEs already had a
significant online presence prior to the
COVID-19 national emergency, others
had little experience in delivering
distance learning. For those institutions,
the move to distance learning
represented an abrupt and costly shift to
a new instructional model that may
have required the institution to
purchase or lease equipment; develop or
procure a learning management system;
develop or procure distance learning
content; train faculty and staff to engage
in instruction and student support using
technology; provide equipment; and pay
internet access fees on behalf of
students.

In addition, the shift to distance
learning left many campuses with
empty campus facilities, required them
to refund portions of student tuition and
fees, and reduced their revenue streams
from ancillary programs and services.
The Department is generally aware that
there is a concern that student
enrollments will continue to decline as
a result of COVID—-19 related
disruptions among IHEs.! 2 Therefore,
new efforts are required to help
institutions become more resilient in the
face of continuing COVID-19 or other
similar interruptions and to develop
more cost-effective models of operation
to make higher education more
affordable. This program seeks to
support those efforts for institutions that
have the highest unmet needs related to
coronavirus.

In the case of secondary schools, few
had experience in providing instruction
through distance learning, and many
schools either ceased providing
instruction to students for several
weeks, ended the school year early, or

1 https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardvedder/
2020/04/07/500-1000-colleges-to-disappear-
survival-of-the-fittest/#a0d019411a1l.

2 https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/social-
sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-us-higher-
education-enrollment-preparing-leaders-for-fall#.
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transitioned to distance learning but
reduced learning expectations and rigor
in an effort to accommodate their lack
of experience in providing distance
education. Unfortunately, this means
that even more students are likely to
graduate from high school
underprepared for the demands of
postsecondary education, thereby
reducing the rates at which they enter,
persist through, and complete
postsecondary education, including
career and technical education.

Research shows that students who
enter college having participated in
concurrent enrollment programs are
more likely to complete high school,
enroll directly in four-year institutions,
persist in postsecondary education, and
accumulate more college credit, and
these students are less likely to need
developmental education as
matriculated undergraduate students.3
Therefore, the Department sees an
opportunity to address this unmet need
by encouraging IHEs to expand dual
enrollment opportunities, thus
compensating for deficiencies of the
Nation’s K-12 system in serving
students through distance learning
during the national emergency, and
increasing student readiness for, and
success in pursuing, postsecondary
education. Such efforts will also help
stabilize enrollments at participating
IHEs. For this reason, one of the
competitive preference priorities for this
program is the development or
expansion of high-quality concurrent or
dual enrollment programs, including
career and technical education
programs, for high school students who
can earn college credits while earning
their high school diploma.

In addition, the Department
recognizes the stabilizing force the
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs), minority serving
institutions (MSIs), and other
institutions that are eligible to
participate in title III or title V programs
have in their communities. As such,
institutions that are eligible to
participate in title III or title V
programs, and that are either located in
a rural community or Opportunity Zone,
or serve high school students through
dual enrollment who live in or attend
high school in a rural community or
Opportunity Zone, including home
schooled students, are given a
competitive preference.

Applicants are encouraged to develop
innovative solutions that expand remote
learning opportunities, including for

3 https://ccre.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/
attachments/broadening-benefits-dual-enrollment-
rp.pdf.

dual enrollment students. The proposed
project design should be supported by
evidence that meets the standard of
demonstrates a rationale (as defined in
this notice). Applications may provide a
framework that identifies key
components on how the proposed
strategy, program, or activity is
informed by research or by the positive
outcomes of earlier efforts that are
similar to or serve as the foundation for
the proposed project.4 These positive
outcomes must suggest that the
proposed activity is likely to improve
relevant outcomes (as defined in this
notice). We encourage evidence that
demonstrates a rationale for the
proposed activity to ensure that some
preliminary work has been done to
demonstrate the merit of the proposal,
while at the same time inviting the
broadest possible range of innovative
solutions that may not yet have been
tested at scale or evaluated through
experimental or quasi-experimental
design.

Priorities: This notice contains one
absolute priority and three competitive
preference priorities. We are
establishing these priorities for the FY
2020 grant competition and any
subsequent year in which we make
awards from the list of unfunded
applications from this competition, in
accordance with section 437(d)(1) of the
General Education Provisions Act
(GEPA), 20 U.S.C. 1232(d)(1).

Absolute Priority: This priority is an
absolute priority. Under 34 CFR
75.105(c)(3), we consider only
applications that meet this absolute
priority.

Expanding Opportunity and Building
Institutional Resilience.

Projects that will provide financial
support to IHEs with the greatest unmet
needs related to coronavirus to enable
them to resume operations, serve the
needs of students, reduce disease
transmission, and/or implement safe
and effective instructional delivery
models, that will enable safe in-person
learning and expand remote learning
opportunities when necessary.

Competitive Preference Priorities:
These priorities are competitive
preference priorities. Under 34 CFR
75.105(c)(2)(i), we award up to an
additional sixteen points to an
application, depending on how well the
application meets these priorities.

These priorities are:

Competitive Preference Priority 1—
Developing Resilient Instructional
Delivery Models. (0-3 points)

4 This type of action can also be described as a
logic model, as defined by 34 CFR 77.1.

Projects that propose to use grant
funds to expand the institution’s
capacity to develop or expand
instructional delivery models, such as
remote learning opportunities, to
students who cannot or choose not to
attend classroom-based instruction both
during and after the COVID-19 national
emergency. Under section 741(a)(3) of
the HEA, the Secretary is authorized to
make grants to improve postsecondary
education through the establishment
and continuation of institutions,
programs, consortia, collaborations, and
other joint efforts that utilize distance
education and technological
advancements to educate and train
postsecondary students (including
health professionals serving medically
underserved populations). Under
section 741(a)(5) of the HEA, the
Secretary is authorized to make grants to
improve postsecondary education
through the design and introduction of
cost-effective methods of instruction
and operation. Consistent with these
statutory goals, this competitive
preference priority addresses both an
institution’s need to respond to
disruptions in instruction related to
coronavirus, and the FIPSE goals of
introducing or expanding the use of
technology, and potentially reducing the
cost of instructional delivery using such
mechanisms.

Competitive Preference Priority 2-—
Providing Dual Enrollment
Opportunities to Students Who Live or
Attend School in a Rural Community or
Opportunity Zone. (0-10 points)

Projects that provide high-quality
postsecondary dual enrollment
opportunities, which may include
career and technical education
programs, to high school students who
live in or attend high school (including
students who are homeschooled) in
rural communities or Opportunity
Zones. For purposes of this competition,
a community is “rural” if the
community meets the qualifications for
rural applicants established in section
114(e)(5)(A) of the Carl D. Perkins
Career and Technical Education Act of
2006, as amended by the Strengthening
Career and Technical Education for the
21st Century Act, and the applicant
certifies that it meets those
qualifications in its application. To
receive points for proposing to serve
students who live in or attend high
school in an Opportunity Zone,
applicants must provide the census tract
number(s) of the relevant Qualified
Opportunity Zone, as designated by the
Secretary of the Treasury under section
1400Z-1 of the Internal Revenue Code.
This competitive preference priority
aligns with section 741(a)(6) of the HEA,


https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/broadening-benefits-dual-enrollment-rp.pdf
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/broadening-benefits-dual-enrollment-rp.pdf
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/broadening-benefits-dual-enrollment-rp.pdf

51688

Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/ Notices

which authorizes the Secretary to make
grants to support the introduction of
institutional reforms designed to expand
individual opportunities for entering
and reentering postsecondary
institutions and pursuing programs of
postsecondary study tailored to
individual needs.

Competitive Preference Priority 3—
Title III and Title V Participating
Institutions. (0-3 points)

Projects that—

(a) Are led by an institution that is
eligible to receive assistance under title
III or under title V of the HEA (3 points);

(b) Include as a consortium partner
more than one such institution (2
points); or

(c) Include as a consortium partner
one such institution (1 point).

Definitions: The definitions of
“baseline,” “demonstrates a rationale,”
“performance measure,” “performance
target,” “‘project component,” and
“relevant outcome” are from 34 CFR
77.1. The definition of “institution of
higher education” is from section 101 of
the HEA. We are establishing the
definition of “distance education,” for
the FY 2020 grant competition and any
subsequent year in which we make
awards from the list of unfunded
applications from this competition, in
accordance with section 437(d)(1) of
GEPA, 20 U.S.C. 1232(d)(1).

Baseline means the starting point
from which performance is measured
and targets are set.

Distance education means—

(1) Education that uses one or more of
the technologies listed in paragraphs
(2)(i) through (iv) of this definition to
deliver instruction to students who are
separated from the instructor or
instructors and to support regular and
substantive interaction between the
students and the instructor or
instructors, either synchronously or
asynchronously.

(2) The technologies that may be used
to offer distance education include—

(i) The internet;

(ii) One-way and two-way
transmissions through open broadcast,
closed circuit, cable, microwave,
broadband lines, fiber optics, satellite,
or wireless communications devices;

(iii) Audio conference; or

(iv) Other media used in a course in
conjunction with any of the
technologies listed in paragraph (2)(i)
through (iii) of this definition.

(3) For purposes of this definition, an
instructor is an individual responsible
for delivering course content and who
meets the qualifications for instruction
established by an institution’s
accrediting agency.

(4) For purposes of this definition,
substantive interaction is engaging

students in teaching, learning, and
assessment, consistent with the content
under discussion, and also includes at
least two of the following—

(i) Providing direct instruction;

(ii) Assessing or providing feedback
on a student’s coursework;

(iii) Providing information or
responding to questions about the
content of a course or competency;

(iv) Facilitating a group discussion
regarding the content of a course or
competency; or

(v) Other instructional activities
approved by the institution’s or
program’s accrediting agency.

(5) An institution ensures regular
interaction between a student and an
instructor or instructors by, prior to the
student’s completion of a course or
competency—

(i) Providing the opportunity for
substantive interactions with the
student on a predictable and regular
basis commensurate with the length of
time and the amount of content in the
course or competency; and

(ii) Monitoring the student’s academic
engagement and success and ensuring
that an instructor is responsible for
promptly and proactively engaging in
substantive interaction with the student
when needed on the basis of such
monitoring, or upon request by the
student.

Institution of higher education (IHE)
means—

(a) An educational institution in any
State that—

(1) Admits as regular students only
persons having a certificate of
graduation from a school providing
secondary education, or the recognized
equivalent of such a certificate, or
persons who meet the requirements of
section 484(d) of the HEA;

(2) Is legally authorized within such
State to provide a program of education
beyond secondary education;

(3) Provides an educational program
for which the institution awards a
bachelor’s degree or provides not less
than a 2-year program that is acceptable
for full credit toward such a degree, or
awards a degree that is acceptable for
admission to a graduate or professional
degree program, subject to review and
approval by the Secretary;

(4) Is a public or other nonprofit
institution; and

(5) Is accredited by a nationally
recognized accrediting agency or
association or, if not so accredited, is an
institution that has been granted
preaccreditation status by such an
agency or association that has been
recognized by the Secretary for the
granting of pre-accreditation status, and
the Secretary has determined that there

is satisfactory assurance that the
institution will meet the accreditation
standards of such an agency or
association within a reasonable time.

(b) The term also includes:

(1) Any school that provides not less
than a 1-year program of training to
prepare students for gainful
employment in a recognized occupation
and that meets the provisions of
paragraphs (1), (2), (4), and (5) of
paragraph (a) of this definition; and

(2) A public or nonprofit private
educational institution in any State that,
in lieu of the requirement in paragraph
(a)(1) of this definition, admits as
regular students individuals—

(A) Who are beyond the age of
compulsory school attendance in the
State in which the institution is located;
or

(B) Who will be dually or
concurrently enrolled in the institution
and a secondary school.

Performance measure means any
quantitative indicator, statistic, or
metric used to gauge program or project
performance.

Performance target means a level of
performance that an applicant would
seek to meet during the course of a
project or as a result of a project.

Project component means an activity,
strategy, intervention, process, product,
practice, or policy included in a project.
Evidence may pertain to an individual
project component or to a combination
of project components (e.g., training
teachers on instructional practices for
English learners and follow-on coaching
for these teachers).

Relevant outcome means the student
outcome(s) or other outcome(s) the key
project component is designed to
improve, consistent with the specific
goals of the program.

Application Requirements: The
following application requirements are
established for the FY 2020 grant
competition and any subsequent year in
which we make awards from the list of
unfunded applications from this
competition, in accordance with section
437(d)(1) of GEPA, 20 U.S.C. 1232(d)(1).
Applicants must—

(1) Provide information about the
number and percentage of the
institution’s students (or the number
and percentage of students at each
institution in a consortium) who were
enrolled in title IV eligible programs
during the term immediately prior to the
term or scheduled break between terms
in which March 13, 2020 occurred and
were eligible to receive a Pell grant;

(2) Were underserved by other CARES
Act programs either because—

(a) The institution did not receive a
loan under the Paycheck Protection
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Program authorized by the CARES Act;
and/or

(b) The institution serves large
numbers of part-time students and, as
such, received a reduced per-student
allocation under section 18004(a)(1) of
the CARES Act relative to institutions of
the same or similar size (meaning total
enrollments) that serve mostly full-time
students; and

(c) Had other unmet needs relative to
the novel coronavirus, as described by
the institution in its application.

(3) Include a description of the
institution’s (or consortium of
institutions’) unmet needs related to the
coronavirus not captured under (2);

(4) Include a timeline for
implementing key elements of the
applicant’s proposed project under the
absolute priority, as well as metrics by
which the institution will measure its
success in implementing the project and
improving student outcomes; and

(5) Assure that the applicant will
provide information to the Secretary, as
requested, for evaluations that the
Secretary may carry out.

Waiver of Proposed Rulemaking:
Under the Administrative Procedure Act
(5 U.S.C. 553), the Department generally
offers interested parties the opportunity
to comment on proposed priorities,
selection criteria, definitions, and other
requirements. Section 437(d)(1) of
GEPA, however, allows the Secretary to
exempt from rulemaking requirements
regulations governing the first grant
competition under a new or
substantially revised program authority.
This is the first grant competition for
this program under section 18004(a)(3)
of the CARES Act, and therefore
qualifies for this exemption. In order to
ensure timely grant awards, the
Secretary has decided to forgo public
comment on the priorities,
requirements, definitions, and selection
criteria under section 437(d)(1) of
GEPA.

Program Authority: Section
18004(a)(3) of Division B of the CARES
Act, Public Law 116-36 (enacted March
27, 2020).

Applicable Regulations: (a) The
Education Department General
Administrative Regulations in 34 CFR
parts 75,77, 79, 81, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98,
and 99. (b) The Office of Management
and Budget Guidelines to Agencies on
Governmentwide Debarment and
Suspension (Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR
part 180, as adopted and amended as
regulations of the Department in 2 CFR
part 3485. (c) The Uniform
Administrative Requirements, Cost
Principles, and Audit Requirements for
Federal Awards in 2 CFR part 200, as

adopted and amended as regulations of
the Department in 2 CFR part 3474.

II. Award Information

Type of Award: Discretionary grants.

Estimated Available Funds:
$28,000,000. These estimated available
funds are the amount available for
approximately 19 grants under the FY
2020 CARES Act. The Department will
determine the number of awards to be
made under the absolute priority based
on the quality of applications received,
and consistent with the selection
criteria and competitive preference
priorities. It will also determine the size
of an award made to an eligible
applicant based on a review of the
eligible applicant’s budget.

Estimated Range of Awards:
$1,000,000-%$3,000,000.

Estimated Average Size of Awards:
$1,500,000.

Estimated Number of Awards: 19.

Note: The Department is not bound by any
estimates in this notice.

Project Period: Up to 24 months.
III. Eligibility Information

1. Eligible Applicants: The eligible
applicant is an IHE as defined in section
101 of the HEA, or a consortium of such
IHEs.

2. Cost Sharing or Matching: This
program does not require cost sharing or
matching.

3. Subgrantees: A grantee under this
competition may not award subgrants to
entities to directly carry out project
activities described in its application.

IV. Application and Submission
Information

1. Application Submission
Instructions: Applicants are required to
follow the Common Instructions for
Applicants to Department of Education
Discretionary Grant Programs,
published in the Federal Register on
February 13, 2019 (84 FR 3768) and
available at www.govinfo.gov/content/
pkg/FR-2019-02-13/pdf/2019-02206.pdf,
which contain requirements and
information on how to submit an
application.

2. Intergovernmental Review: This
program is subject to Executive Order
12372 and the regulations in 34 CFR
part 79. However, under 34 CFR 79.8(a),
we waive intergovernmental review in
order to make timely awards.

3. Funding Restrictions: We reference
regulations outlining funding
restrictions in the Applicable
Regulations section of this notice.

Under section 741(d) of the HEA, no
funds made available under this part
may be used to provide direct financial

assistance in the form of grants or
scholarships to students who do not
meet the requirements of section 484(a)
of the HEA. However, nothing in that
section prevents a student who does not
meet the requirements of section 484(a)
from participating in programs funded
under this part.

4. Recommended Page Limit: The
application narrative (Part III of the
application) is where you, the applicant,
address the selection criteria that
reviewers use to evaluate your
application. We recommend that you (1)
limit the application narrative to no
more than 25 pages and (2) use the
following standards:

e A “page” is 8.5” x 11", on one side
only, with 1”” margins at the top,
bottom, and both sides.

¢ Double space (no more than three
lines per vertical inch) all text in the
application narrative, including titles,
headings, footnotes, quotations,
references, and captions.

¢ Use a font that is either 12 point or
larger or no smaller than 10 pitch
(characters per inch).

e Use one of the following fonts:
Times New Roman, Courier, Courier
New, or Arial.

The recommended page limit does not
apply to Part [, the cover sheet; Part II,
the budget section, including the
narrative budget justification; Part IV,
the assurances and certifications; or the
one-page abstract, the resumes, the
letters of support, or the appendices.
However, the recommended page limit
does apply to all of the application
narrative.

5. Notice of Intent to Apply: We will
be able to develop a more efficient
process for reviewing grant applications
if we know the approximate number of
applicants that intend to apply for
funding under this competition.
Therefore, the Secretary strongly
encourages each potential applicant to
notify us of the applicant’s intent to
submit an application by sending an
email to Karen.Epps@ed.gov with Intent
to Apply in the subject line. Applicants
that do not send a notice of intent to
apply may still apply for funding.

V. Application Review Information

1. Selection Criteria: The selection
criteria for this competition are from 34
CFR 75.210 or are established for the FY
2020 grant competition and any
subsequent year in which we make
awards from the list of unfunded
applications from this competition, in
accordance with section 437(d)(1) of
GEPA, 20 U.S.C. 1232(d)(1). The points
assigned to each criterion are indicated
in the parentheses next to the criterion.
An applicant may earn up to a total of


http://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-02-13/pdf/2019-02206.pdf
http://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-02-13/pdf/2019-02206.pdf
mailto:Karen.Epps@ed.gov
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95 points based on the selection criteria
for the application.

A. Greatest Unmet Needs. (up to 30
points)

In determining the institutions that
have the greatest unmet needs related to
the coronavirus, the Secretary considers
the extent to which the institution:

(1) Serves a population of students in
which more than 30 percent of its
undergraduate students received a Pell
Grant.

(a) 30 percent to 40 percent (7 points).

(b) 41 percent to 50 percent (8 points).

(c) 51 percent to 60 percent (9 points).

(d) Greater than 60 percent (10
points).

(2) Did not receive a loan under the
Paycheck Protection Program loan
authorized by the CARES Act. (5 points)

(3) Serves a student population that
includes large percentages of part-time
students, thus resulting in a smaller
allocation for the institution under
section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act.
The impact of the percentage of part-
time student enrollment will be
evaluated as follows:

(a) 20 to 30 percent of students in the
institution’s most recent IPEDS report
were enrolled part-time or less (6
points).

(b) 31 to 40 percent of students in the
institution’s most recent IPEDS report
were enrolled part-time or less (7
points).

(c) 41 to 50 percent of students in the
institution’s most recent IPEDS report
were enrolled part-time or less (8
points).

(d) 51 to 60 percent of students in the
institution’s most recent IPEDS report
were enrolled part-time or less (9
points).

(e) 60 percent or more of students in
the institution’s most recent IPEDS
report were enrolled part-time or less
(10 points).

(4) Provides additional information to
demonstrate that the institution has
significant unmet needs related to the
coronavirus for reasons other than those
outlined in factors (A)(1) to (3) above
(up to 5 points).

(GEPA Waiver)

B. Quality of the Project Services and
Project Design. (up to 40 points)

In determining the quality of the
project services and the quality of the
design of the proposed project, the
Secretary considers the quality and
sufficiency of strategies for ensuring
equal access and treatment for eligible
project participants who are members of
groups that have traditionally been
underrepresented based on race, color,
national origin, gender, age, or
disability. (up to 5 points) (34 CFR
75.210)

In addition, the Secretary considers—

(1) The extent to which the proposed
project is an exceptional approach to the
absolute priority and includes a detailed
project plan for addressing the absolute
priority. (up to 10 points) (GEPA
Waiver)

(2) The extent to which specific gaps
or weaknesses in services,
infrastructure, or opportunities have
been identified and will be addressed by
the proposed project, including the
nature and magnitude of those gaps or
weaknesses. (up to 10 points) (34 CFR
75.210)

(3) The likelihood that the proposed
activities will enable the institution to
become more resilient to ongoing
coronavirus impacts and future
challenges and to reduce the cost of
higher education for students and
families served. (up to 10 points) (GEPA
Waiver)

(4) The extent to which the services
to be provided by the proposed project
reflect up-to-date knowledge from
research and effective practice. (up to 5
points) (34 CFR 75.210)

C. Quality of the Management Plan
and Adequacy of Resources. (up to 25
points)

The Secretary considers the quality of
the management plan and adequacy of
resources for the proposed project.

In determining the quality of the
management plan and adequacy of
resources for the proposed project, the
Secretary considers—

(1) The adequacy of the management
plan to achieve the objectives of the
proposed project on time and within
budget, including clearly defined
responsibilities, timelines, and
milestones for accomplishing project
tasks. (up to 5 points) (34 CFR 75.210)

(2) The extent to which the budget is
adequate to support the proposed
project. (up to 5 points) (34 CFR 75.210)

(3) The extent to which the costs are
reasonable in relation to the objectives,
design, and potential significance of the
proposed project. (up to 5 points) (34
CFR 75.210)

(4) The extent to which the costs are
reasonable in relation to the number of
persons to be served and to the
anticipated results and benefits. (up to
10 points) (34 CFR 75.210)

2. Proposed Use of Funds: Applicants
must describe the activities that will be
supported with grant funds, consistent
with allowable uses of funds under this
program and the goals of the absolute
priority.

3. Review and Selection Process: We
remind potential applicants that in
reviewing applications in any
discretionary grant competition, the
Secretary may consider, under 34 CFR

75.217(d)(3), the past performance of the
applicant in carrying out a previous
award, such as the applicant’s use of
funds, achievement of project
objectives, and compliance with grant
conditions. The Secretary may also
consider whether the applicant failed to
submit a timely performance report or
submitted a report of unacceptable
quality.

In addition, in making a competitive
grant award, the Secretary requires
various assurances, including those
applicable to Federal civil rights laws
that prohibit discrimination in programs
or activities receiving Federal financial
assistance from the Department (34 CFR
100.4, 104.5, 106.4, 108.8, and 110.23).

Before making awards, we will screen
applications submitted in accordance
with the requirements in this notice to
determine whether applications have
met eligibility and other requirements.
This screening process may occur at
various stages of the process; applicants
that are determined to be ineligible will
not receive a grant, regardless of peer
reviewer scores or comments.

Peer reviewers will read, prepare a
written evaluation of, and score the
assigned applications, using the
selection criteria and competitive
preference priorities provided in this
notice.

4. Risk Assessment and Specific
Conditions: Consistent with 2 CFR
200.205, before awarding grants under
this competition the Department
conducts a review of the risks posed by
applicants. Under 2 CFR 3474.10, the
Secretary may impose specific
conditions and, in appropriate
circumstances, high-risk conditions on a
grant if the applicant or grantee is not
financially stable; has a history of
unsatisfactory performance; has a
financial or other management system
that does not meet the standards in 2
CFR part 200, subpart D; has not
fulfilled the conditions of a prior grant;
or is otherwise not responsible.

5. Integrity and Performance System:
If you are selected under this
competition to receive an award that
over the course of the project period
may exceed the simplified acquisition
threshold (currently $250,000), under 2
CFR 200.205(a)(2), we must make a
judgment about your integrity, business
ethics, and record of performance under
Federal awards—that is, the risk posed
by you as an applicant—before we make
an award. In doing so, we must consider
any information about you that is in the
integrity and performance system
(currently referred to as the Federal
Awardee Performance and Integrity
Information System (FAPIIS)),
accessible through the System for
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Award Management. You may review
and comment on any information about
yourself that a Federal agency
previously entered and that is currently
in FAPIIS.

Please note that, if the total value of
your currently active grants, cooperative
agreements, and procurement contracts
from the Federal Government exceeds
$10,000,000, the reporting requirements
in 2 CFR part 200, Appendix XII,
require you to report certain integrity
information to FAPIIS semiannually.
Please review the requirements in 2 CFR
part 200, Appendix XII, if this grant
plus all the other Federal funds you
receive exceed $10,000,000.

VI. Award Administration Information

1. Award Notices: If your application
is successful, we notify your U.S.
Representative and U.S. Senators and
send you a Grant Award Notification
(GAN); or we may send you an email
containing a link to access an electronic
version of your GAN. We may notify
you informally, also.

If your application is not evaluated or
not selected for funding, we will notify
you.

2. Administrative and National Policy
Requirements: We identify
administrative and national policy
requirements in the application package
and reference these and other
requirements in the Applicable
Regulations section of this notice.

We reference the regulations outlining
the terms and conditions of an award in
the Applicable Regulations section of
this notice and include these and other
specific conditions in the GAN. The
GAN also incorporates your approved
application as part of your binding
commitments under the grant.

3. Open Licensing Requirements:
Unless an exception applies, if you are
awarded a grant under this competition,
you will be required to openly license
to the public grant deliverables created
in whole, or in part, with Department
grant funds. When the deliverable
consists of modifications to pre-existing
works, the license extends only to those
modifications that can be separately
identified and only to the extent that
open licensing is permitted under the
terms of any licenses or other legal
restrictions on the use of pre-existing
works. Additionally, a grantee or
subgrantee that is awarded competitive
grant funds must have a plan to
disseminate these public grant
deliverables. This dissemination plan
can be developed and submitted after
your application has been reviewed and
selected for funding. For additional
information on the open licensing

requirements please refer to 2 CFR
3474.20(c).

4. Reporting: (a) If you apply for a
grant under this competition, you must
ensure that you have in place the
necessary processes and systems to
comply with the reporting requirements
in 2 CFR part 170 should you receive
funding under the competition. This
does not apply if you have an exception
under 2 CFR 170.110(b).

(b) In addition to annual performance
reporting, a grantee must comply with
the monthly reporting requirements of
the Federal Funding Accountability and
Transparency Act of 2006 (FFATA),
which will serve to discharge a grantee’s
quarterly reporting requirements under
section 15011 of the CARES Act.

(c) At the end of your project period,
you must submit a final performance
report, including financial information,
as directed by the Secretary. If you
receive a multiyear award, you must
submit an annual performance report
that provides the most current
performance and financial expenditure
information as directed by the Secretary
under 34 CFR 75.118. The Secretary
may also require more frequent
performance reports under 34 CFR
75.720(c). For specific requirements on
reporting, please go to www.ed.gov/
fund/grant/apply/appforms/
appforms.html.

(d) Under 34 CFR 75.250(b), the
Secretary may provide a grantee with
additional funding for data collection
analysis and reporting. In this case the
Secretary establishes a data collection
period.

5. Performance Measures: We have
established the following performance
measures for the IREPO Grants program:

(1) The number of online classes
offered by the institution prior to the
novel coronavirus, and the number
offered during the project period;

(2) The number of students enrolled
in online classes prior to the novel
coronavirus, and the number enrolled in
online classes during the project period;

(3) Average annual cost of tuition and
fees paid by all students during the
2019-2020 financial aid award year, and
the average annual cost of tuition and
fees paid by all students during the
project period.

(4) Average annual Federal student
loan size among students and parents
who took title IV loans during the 2019—
2020 financial aid award year and
during the project period.

(5) Total enrollment at the institution
at the beginning of the term in which
the novel coronavirus national
emergency was declared, or if that
declaration took place during a break
between terms, the enrollment at the

institution at the beginning of the term
prior to the break during which the
national emergency was declared; and
total enrollment during each term
during the project period.

(6) For projects that include dual
enrollment opportunities for students:

(a) The number of dual enrollment
students served by the institution or
consortium of institutions during the
2019-2020 award year, and the number
of dual enrollment students served by
the institution or consortium during the
project period (disaggregated by gender,
race, and whether or not they lived in
or were educated in a rural community
or Opportunity Zone);

(b) The total number of dual
enrollment classes completed by
students served by the project; the
average number of classes completed by
students served by the project; and the
average number of college credits
earned by those students as a result of
this project; and

(c) The cost per student of each
successfully completed dual enrollment
class supported by these grant funds,
including costs of instruction and costs
of ancillary or support services (and any
differences in cost between dual
enrollment classes provided to students
at their high school versus those
provided to students by the grantee
IHE).

In addition, applicants must propose
project-specific performance measures
and performance targets consistent with
the objectives of the proposed project.

Applicants must provide the
following information as directed under
34 CFR 75.110(b) and (c):

(a) Performance Measures. How each
proposed performance measure would
accurately measure the performance of
the project and how the proposed
performance measures would be
consistent with the performance
measures established for the program
funding the competition.

(b) Baseline Data.

(i) Why each proposed baseline is
valid; or

(ii) If the applicant has determined
that there are no established baseline
data for a particular performance
measure, an explanation of why there is
no established baseline and of how and
when, during the project period, the
applicant would establish a valid
baseline for the performance measure.

(c) Performance Targets. Why each
proposed performance target is
ambitious yet achievable compared to
the baseline for the performance
measure and when, during the project
period, the applicant would meet the
performance target(s).

(d) Data Collection and Reporting.


http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/appforms.html
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/appforms.html
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/appforms.html

51692

Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/ Notices

(i) The data collection and reporting
methods the applicant would use and
why those methods are likely to yield
reliable, valid, and meaningful
performance data; and

(ii) The applicant’s capacity to collect
and report reliable, valid, and
meaningful performance data, as
evidenced by high-quality data
collection, analysis, and reporting in
other projects or research.

All grantees must submit an annual
performance report with information
that is responsive to these performance
measures.

VII. Other Information

Accessible Format: Individuals with
disabilities can obtain this document
and a copy of the application package in
an accessible format (e.g., braille, large
print, audiotape, or compact disc) on
request to the program contact person
listed under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT.

Electronic Access to This Document:
The official version of this document is
the document published in the Federal
Register. You may access the official
edition of the Federal Register and the
Code of Federal Regulations at
www.govinfo.gov. At this site you can
view this document, as well as all other
documents of this Department
published in the Federal Register, in
text or Portable Document Format
(PDF). To use PDF you must have
Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is
available free at the site.

You may also access documents of the
Department published in the Federal
Register by using the article search
feature at www.federalregister.gov.
Specifically, through the advanced
search feature at this site, you can limit
your search to documents published by
the Department.

Robert L. King,

Assistant Secretary for the Office of
Postsecondary Education.

[FR Doc. 2020-18531 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
[OE Docket No. EA-414-A]

Application To Export Electric Energy;
Roctop Investments Inc.

AGENCY: Office of Electricity,
Department of Energy.

ACTION: Notice of application.

SUMMARY: Roctop Investments Inc.
(Applicant or Roctop) has applied for
renewal of its authorization to transmit
electric energy from the United States to

Canada pursuant to the Federal Power
Act (FPA).

DATES: Comments, protests, or motions
to intervene must be submitted on or
before September 21, 2020.
ADDRESSES: Comments, protests,
motions to intervene, or requests for
more information should be addressed
by electronic mail to

Electricity. Exports@hq.doe.gov, or by
facsimile to (202) 586—8008.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Energy (DOE) regulates
exports of electricity from the United
States to a foreign country, pursuant to
sections 301(b) and 402(f) of the
Department of Energy Organization Act
(42 U.S.C. 7151(b) and 42 U.S.C.
7172(f)). Such exports require
authorization under section 202(e) of
the FPA (16 U.S.C. 824a(e)).

On September 29, 2015, DOE issued
Order EA—414, which authorized
Roctop to transmit electric energy from
the United States to Canada for a five-
year term using existing international
transmission facilities appropriate for
open access. This authorization expires
on September 29, 2020. On July 29,
2020, Roctop filed an application with
DOE (Application or App.) for renewal
of the export authorization contained in
Order No. EA—414.

Roctop states that it ““is a Canadian
company, created under a Canadian
Federal Charter, with its principal place
of business in Lefaivre, Ontario.” App.
at 2. Roctop adds that it ““does not have
any affiliates or upstream owners that
possess any ownership interest or have
involvement in any other company that
is a traditional utility or that owns,
operates, or controls any electric
generation, transmission, or distribution
facilities.” Id.

Roctop further states that it “will
purchase power to be exported from a
variety of sources such as power
marketers, independent power
producers, or U.S. electric utilities and
federal power marketing entities as
those terms are defined in Sections
3(22) and 3(19) of the FPA.” App. at 3.
Roctop contends that “such power is
surplus to the system of the generator
and, therefore, the electric power that
Roctop will export on either a firm or
interruptible basis will not impair the
sufficiency of the electric power supply
within the U.S.” Id. at 3—4.

Roctop states that its exports “will not
exceed the export limits for the
[permitted] facilities, or otherwise cause
a violation of the terms and conditions”
that apply to the use of those facilities.”
App. at 5. Roctop also contends that its
export activity will not impede or tend
to impede the coordinated use of

transmission facilities under the FPA
because it “‘has no electric power supply
system on which the proposed exports
could have a reliability, fuel use system
or stability impact.” See id. at 3.

The existing international
transmission facilities to be utilized by
the Applicant have previously been
authorized by Presidential permits
issued pursuant to Executive Order
10485, as amended, and are appropriate
for open access transmission by third
parties.

Procedural Matters: Any person
desiring to be heard in this proceeding
should file a comment or protest to the
Application at the address provided
above. Protests should be filed in
accordance with Rule 211 of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC)
Rules of Practice and Procedure (18 CFR
385.211). Any person desiring to
become a party to this proceeding
should file a motion to intervene at the
above address in accordance with FERC
Rule 214 (18 CFR 385.214).

Comments and other filings
concerning Roctop’s application to
export electric energy to Canada should
be clearly marked with OE Docket No.
EA-414-A. Additional copies are to be
provided directly to Ruta Kalvaitis
Skucas, 1875 K St. NW, Suite 700,
Washington, DC 20006; rskucas@
pierceatwood.com and Vincent Thellen,
139 Du Domaine Road, Lefaivre, (ON)
Canada KO0B 1J0; vincent@roctop.ca.

A final decision will be made on the
Application after the environmental
impacts have been evaluated pursuant
to DOE’s National Environmental Policy
Act Implementing Procedures (10 CFR
part 1021) and after DOE determines
that the proposed action will not have
an adverse impact on the sufficiency of
supply or reliability of the U.S. electric
power supply system.

Copies of the Application will be
made available, upon request, by
accessing the program website at http://
energy.gov/node/11845, or by emailing
Matthew Aronoff at matthew.aronoff@
hq.doe.gov.

Signed in Washington, DC, on August 17,
2020.

Christopher Lawrence,

Management and Program Analyst,
Transmission Permitting and Technical
Assistance, Office of Electricity.

[FR Doc. 2020-18377 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6450-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
[OE Docket No. EA-281-C]

Application to Export Electric Energy;
Manitoba Hydro

AGENCY: Office of Electricity,
Department of Energy.

ACTION: Notice of application.

SUMMARY: Manitoba Hydro (Applicant or
Manitoba Hydro) has applied for
authorization to transmit electric energy
from the United States to Canada
pursuant to the Federal Power Act.

DATES: Comments, protests, or motions
to intervene must be submitted on or
before September 21, 2020.

ADDRESSES: Comments, protests,
motions to intervene, or requests for
more information should be addressed
by electronic mail to

Electricity. Exports@hg.doe.gov, or by
facsimile to (202) 586—8008.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Energy (DOE) regulates
exports of electricity from the United
States to a foreign country, pursuant to
sections 301(b) and 402(f) of the
Department of Energy Organization Act
(42 U.S.C. 7151(b) and 42 U.S.C.
7172(f)). Such exports require
authorization under section 202(e) of
the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C.
824al(e)).

On November 17, 2010 DOE issues
Order EA—281-B, which authorized
Manitoba Hydro to transmit electric
energy from the United States to Canada
for a ten-year term using existing
international transmission facilities
appropriate for open access. This
authorization expires on November 17,
2020. On July 2, 2020, Manitoba Hydro
filed an application with DOE
(Application or App.) for renewal of the
export authorization contained in Order
No. EA-281-B.

Manitoba Hydro states that it “is a
Canadian Crown Corporation created
pursuant to The Manitoba Hydro Act.”
App. at 1. Manitoba Hydro adds that it
“does not own, control or operate any
generation, transmission or other
facilities in the United States.” Id.

Manitoba Hydro further states that it
“will purchase the power to be exported
from electric utilities and federal power
marketing agencies as those terms are
defined in Sections 3(22) and 3(19) of
the Federal Power Act [FPA].” App. at
5. Manitoba Hydro contends that “such
power is surplus to the system of the
generator and this will not impair the
sufficiency of the electric power system
within the United States.” Id. Further,
“nor will moving the energy through the
border systems and across the border to

Canada impair the United States electric
power supply system or impede
coordinated use of regional facilities.”
App. at 5-6.

Manitoba Hydro agrees ‘it will abide
by the export limits contained in the
relevant [proposed] export authorization
for such facilities.” App. at 6. Manitoba
Hydro contends it will not impede or
tend to impede the coordinated use of
transmission facilities under the FPA
because it “has no ‘system’ of its own
in the United States on which its
exports of power could have a
reliability, fuel use or stability impact.”
See App. at 4-5.

The existing international
transmission facilities to be utilized by
the Applicant have previously been
authorized by Presidential permits
issued pursuant to Executive Order
10485, as amended, and are appropriate
for open access transmission by third
parties.

Procedural Matters: Any person
desiring to be heard in this proceeding
should file a comment or protest to the
Application at the address provided
above. Protests should be filed in
accordance with Rule 211 of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC)
Rules of Practice and Procedure (18 CFR
385.211). Any person desiring to
become a party to this proceeding
should file a motion to intervene at the
above address in accordance with FERC
Rule 214 (18 CFR 385.214).

Comments and other filings
concerning Manitoba Hydro’s
application to export electric energy to
Canada should be clearly marked with
OE Docket No. EA-281-C. Additional
copies are to be provided directly to
Michael Douglas, 360 Portage Avenue,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 0G8;
midouglas@hydro.mb.ca; Jesse Halpern,
1909 K Street NW, Suite 600,
Washington, DC 20006; jhalpern@
thompsoncoburn.com; and Nicole S.
Allen, 1909 K Street NW, Suite 600,
Washington, DC 20006; nallen@
thompsoncoburn.com.

A final decision will be made on the
Application after the environmental
impacts have been evaluated pursuant
to DOE’s National Environmental Policy
Act Implementing Procedures (10 CFR
part 1021) and after DOE determines
that the proposed action will not have
an adverse impact on the sufficiency of
supply or reliability of the U.S. electric
power supply system.

Copies of the Application will be
made available, upon request, by
accessing the program website at http://
energy.gov/node/11845, or by emailing
Matthew Aronoff at matthew.aronoff@
hq.doe.gov.

Signed in Washington, DC, on August 18,
2020.

Christopher Lawrence,

Management and Program Analyst,
Transmission Permitting and Technical
Assistance, Office of Electricity.

[FR Doc. 2020-18381 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[ER-FRL-9052-4]

Environmental Impact Statements;
Notice of Availability

Responsible Agency: Office of Federal
Activities, General Information 202—
564-5632 or https://www.epa.gov/nepa.

Weekly receipt of Environmental Impact
Statements (EIS)

Filed August 10, 2020, 10 a.m. EST
Through August 17, 2020, 10 a.m.
EST

Pursuant to 40 CFR 1506.9.

Notice

Section 309(a) of the Clean Air Act
requires that EPA make public its
comments on EISs issued by other
Federal agencies. EPA’s comment letters
on EISs are available at: https://
cdxnodengn.epa.gov/cdx-enepa-public/
action/eis/search.

EIS No. 20200168, Draft, FAA, CA, Bob
Hope Hollywood Burbank Airport
Replacement Passenger Terminal
Project, Comment Period Ends: 10/05/
2020, Contact: Edvige B. Mbakoup
424-405-7283.

EIS No. 20200169, Final, USAF, TX, F-
35A Operational Beddown—Air Force
Reserve Command, Review Period
Ends: 09/21/2020, Contact: Mr. Hamid
Kamalpour 210-925-273.

EIS No. 20200170, Draft, FAA, NY,
LaGuardia Airport Access
Improvement Project, Comment
Period Ends: 10/05/2020, Contact:
Andrew Brooks 718-553-2511.

EIS No. 20200171, Final, USACE, CA,
Malibu Creek Ecosystem Restoration
Study, Review Period Ends: 09/21/
2020, Contact: Larry Smith 213-452—
3846.

Amended Notice

EIS No. 20200165, Draft, USFS, ID,
Stibnite Gold Project, Comment
Period Ends: 10/13/2020, Contact:
Brian Harris 208—-634—6945.

Revision to FR Notice Published 08/
14/2020; Correction to Comment Period
Due Date from September 28, 2020 to
October 13, 2020; Correction to Lead
Agency Contact Phone Number from
208—-879-6945 to 208—634—6945.
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Dated: August 17, 2020.
Cindy S. Barger,

Director, NEPA Compliance Division, Office
of Federal Activities.

[FR Doc. 2020-18367 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-HQ-OAR-2020-0037; FRL—10013-82—
OAR]

EPA Responses to Certain State
Designation Recommendations for the
2010 Sulfur Dioxide Primary National
Ambient Air Quality Standard: Notice
of Availability and Public Comment
Period

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice of availability and public
comment period.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has posted our responses to
certain state designation
recommendations for the 2010 Sulfur
Dioxide (SO,) Primary National
Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)
on the Agency’s website and electronic
docket. These responses include our
intended designations for the affected
areas, specifically all remaining
undesignated areas for the 2010 SO»
NAAQS in the United States. The EPA
also invites the public to review and
provide input on our intended
designations during the comment period
specified in the DATES section. The EPA
sent its responses directly to the states
on or about August 13, 2020. The EPA
intends to make final designation
determinations for the areas of the
country addressed by these responses
no later than December 31, 2020.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before September 21, 2020. Please
refer to SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
additional information on the comment
period.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-
OAR-2020-0037, at https://
www.regulations.gov.! Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments. Out of an abundance of
caution for members of the public and
our staff, the EPA Docket Center and
Reading Room are closed to the public,
with limited exceptions, to reduce the
risk of transmitting COVID-19. Our
Docket Center staff will continue to
provide remote customer service via
email, phone, and webform. We
encourage the public to submit
comments via https://
www.regulations.gov, as there may be a
delay in processing mail and faxes.
Hand deliveries and couriers may be
received by scheduled appointment
only. For further information on EPA
Docket Center services and the current
status, please visit us online at https://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

Once submitted, comments cannot be
edited or removed from regulations.gov.
The EPA may publish any comment
received to our public docket. Do not
submit electronically any information
you consider to be Confidential
Business Information (CBI) or other
information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Multimedia
submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be
accompanied by a written comment.
The written comment is considered the
official comment and should include
discussion of all points you wish to
make. The EPA will generally not
consider comments or comment
contents located outside of the primary
submission (i.e., comments hosted on
the Web, Cloud, or other file sharing

system). For additional submission
methods, the full EPA public comment
policy, information about CBI or
multimedia submissions, and general
guidance on making effective
comments, please visit https://
www.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-
dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
general questions concerning this
action, please contact Corey Mocka, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency,
Office of Air Quality Planning and
Standards, Air Quality Policy Division,
109 T.W. Alexander Drive, Mail Code
C539-04, Research Triangle Park, NC
27711; telephone: (919) 541-5142; email
address: mocka.corey@epa.gov. The
following EPA contacts can answer
questions regarding areas in a particular
EPA Regional office:

U.S. EPA Regional Office Contacts

Region 2—Marina Castro, telephone
(212) 637—-3713, email at castro.marina@
epa.gov.

Region 3—Megan Goold, telephone
(215) 814-2027, email at goold.megan@
epa.gov.

Region 4—Twunjala Bradley,
telephone (404) 562-9352, email at
bradley.twunjala@epa.gov.

Region 5—Alisa Liu, telephone (312)
353-3193, email at liu.alisa@epa.gov.

Region 6—Robert Imhoff, telephone
(214) 665-7262, email at imhoff.robert@
epa.gov.

Region 7—William Stone, telephone
(913) 551-7714, email at stone.william@
epa.gov.

Region 8—Rebecca Matichuk,
telephone (303) 312-6867, email at
matichuk.rebecca@epa.gov.

Region 9—Ashley R. Graham,
telephone (415) 972-3877, email at
graham.ashleyr@epa.gov.

Region 10—John Chi, telephone (206)
553—1185, email at chi.john@epa.gov.

Regional offices

Affected state(s)

EPA Region 2—Air Programs Branch, 290 Broadway, 25th Floor, New York, NY 10007 ............
EPA Region 3—Planning & Implementation Branch, 1650 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103

EPA Region 4—Air Planning & Implementation Branch, Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center, 61
Forsyth Street SW, 12th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30303.
EPA Region 5—Air Programs Branch, Air & Radiation Division (AR-18J), 77 West Jackson

Blvd., Chicago, IL 60604.

EPA Region 6—State Planning & Implementation Branch, 1201 EIm Street, Dallas, TX 75270 ..
EPA Region 7—Air Quality Planning Branch, 11201 Renner Blvd., Lenexa, KS 66219 ...............

EPA Region 8—Air Quality Planning Branch, 1595 Wynkoop Street, Denver, CO 80202 .

EPA Region 9—Air Planning Branch, 75 Hawthorne Street, San Francisco, CA 94105 ...............
EPA Region 10—Air Planning & State/Tribal Coordinations Branch, 1200 Sixth Avenue, Mail

Code OAQ-107, Seattle, WA 98101.

New York.

Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West
Virginia.

Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, and North Caro-
lina.

lllinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin.

Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas.
Missouri and Nebraska.

North Dakota and Wyoming.
Hawaii.

Washington.

1The https://www.regulations.gov platform is in
the process of being upgraded. Users may be
automatically redirected to https://

beta.regulations.gov. Both website addresses

contain the same information and both website

addresses allow users to submit comments to the
docket.
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Most EPA offices are closed to reduce
the risk of transmitting COVID-19, but
staff remain available via telephone and
email. The EPA encourages the public to
review designation recommendations
from states, our recent letters notifying
the affected states of our intended
designations, and area-specific technical
support information online at https://
www.epa.gov/sulfur-dioxide-
designations and also in the public
docket for these SO, designations at
https://www.regulations.gov under
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2020—
0037.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Table of Contents

The following is an outline of the
Preamble.

I. What is the purpose of this action?

1I. Instructions for Submitting Public
Comments and internet website for
Rulemaking Information

III. What is the 2010 SO, NAAQS and what
are the health concerns that it addresses?

IV. What are the CAA requirements for air
quality designations and what action has
the EPA taken to meet these
requirements?

V. What guidance has the EPA previously
issued and how does the EPA now
intend to apply the statutory
requirements to determine area
designations and boundaries?

VI. What air quality information has the EPA
used for these intended designations?

VII. How do the Round 4 designations affect
Indian country?

VIII. Where can I find information forming
the basis for these intended designations
and exchanges between the EPA and
states related to these intended
designations?

I. What is the purpose of this action?

The purpose of this notice of
availability is to solicit input from
interested parties on the EPA’s recent
responses to the state designation
recommendations for the 2010 SO»
NAAQS. These responses, and their
supporting technical analyses, can be
found at https://www.epa.gov/sulfur-
dioxide-designations and also in the
public docket for these SO, designations
at https://www.regulations.gov under
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2020—
0037.

On June 2, 2010, the EPA
Administrator signed a final rule that
revised the primary SO, NAAQS (75 FR
35520; June 22, 2010) after review of the
existing primary SO, standards
promulgated on April 30, 1971 (36 FR
8187). The EPA established the revised
primary SO, NAAQS at a level of 75
parts per billion (ppb) which is attained
when the 3-year average of annual 99th
percentile of daily maximum 1-hour

average concentrations of SO does not
exceed 75 ppb.

The process for designating areas
following promulgation of a new or
revised NAAQS is contained in the
Clean Air Act (CAA or Act) section
107(d) (42 U.S.C. 7407(d)). After
promulgation of a new or revised
NAAQS, each governor or tribal leader
has an opportunity to recommend air
quality designations, including the
appropriate boundaries for
nonattainment areas, to the EPA. The
EPA considers these recommendations
as part of its duty to promulgate the
formal area designations and boundaries
for the new or revised NAAQS. By no
later than 120 days prior to
promulgating designations, the EPA is
required to notify states, territories, and
tribes, as appropriate, of any intended
modifications to an area designation or
boundary recommendation that the EPA
deems necessary.

After invoking a 1-year extension of
the deadlines to designate areas, as
provided for in section 107 of the Act,
the EPA completed an initial round of
SO, designations for certain areas of the
country on July 25, 2013 (referred to as
“Round 1”).2 Following the initial
designations, three lawsuits were filed
against the EPA in different U.S. District
Courts, alleging the agency had failed to
perform a nondiscretionary duty under
the CAA by not designating all portions
of the country by the June 2, 2013,
deadline. In one of those cases, the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District
of California on March 2, 2015, entered
an enforceable order for the EPA to
complete the area designations by three
specific deadlines according to the
court-ordered schedule.?

To meet the first court-ordered
deadline, additional areas were
designated on June 30, 2016, and
November 29, 2016 (collectively
referred to as “Round 2”°).4 To meet the
second deadline of the court-ordered
schedule, the EPA completed SO,
designations for most remaining areas of
the country on December 21, 2017, and
March 28, 2018 (collectively referred to

2 A total of 29 areas throughout the U.S. were
designated in this action published on August 5,
2013 (78 FR 47191). The EPA designated all 29
areas nonattainment based on violating monitored
SO: concentrations from Federal Reference Method
and Federal Equivalent Method monitors that are
sited and operated in accordance with 40 CFR parts
50 and 58, and did not at that time designate any
other areas.

3 Sierra Club v. McCarthy, No. 3—-13-cv—-3953 (SI)
(N.D. Cal. Mar. 2, 2015).

4 A total of 65 areas throughout the U.S. were
designated in these actions published on July 12,
2016 (81 FR 45039), and December 13, 2016 (81 FR
89870). Of these 65 areas, seven were designated
nonattainment.

as “Round 3”).5 Finally, the EPA is
under a December 31, 2020, court-
ordered deadline, the final of the three
deadlines established by the court, to
designate all remaining undesignated
areas (collectively referred to as “Round
4" or the “final round”). The remaining
undesignated areas are: (1) Those areas
which, under the court order, did not
meet the criteria that required
designation in Round 2 and also were
not required to be designated in Round
3 due to installation and operation of a
new SO, monitoring network by January
2017 in the area meeting EPA’s
specifications referenced in EPA’s SO,
Data Requirements Rule (DRR),% and (2)
those areas which EPA has not
otherwise previously designated for the
2010 SO, NAAQS. After these Round 4
designations are completed, there will
be no remaining undesignated areas for
the 2010 SO> NAAQS.

On or about August 13, 2020,
consistent with section 107(d)(1)(b)(ii)
of the CAA, the EPA notified affected
states either of our assessment of their
recommended designations for Round 4
or of our intended designations for areas
without recommendations. While we
are in agreement with the
recommendations for many areas, some
may warrant further discussion. The
EPA is available to assist and hopes to
resolve any differences regarding the
proper designation for these areas
within the 120-day period provided by
the CAA.

For any areas that we designate
nonattainment in our final action, the
CAA directs states to develop and
submit to the EPA State Implementation
Plans within 18 months of the effective
date of the final designations, that meet
the requirements of CAA sections 172(c)
and 191-192 and provide for attainment
of the NAAQS as expeditiously as
practicable, but not later than 5 years
from the effective date of the final
designations.

II. Instructions for Submitting Public
Comments and Internet Website for
Rulemaking Information

A. Invitation To Comment

The purpose of this document is to
solicit input from interested parties,
other than the states to which we have
sent notification letters, on the EPA’s
recent responses to the designation
recommendations for the 2010 SO,
NAAQS. These responses, and their

5Most remaining areas of the U.S. were
designated in actions published on January 9, 2018
(83 FR 1098) and April 5, 2018 (83 FR 14597). Of
these areas, six were designated nonattainment.

6 See 80 FR 51052 (August 21, 2015), codified at
40 CFR part 51 subpart BB.
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supporting technical analyses, can be
found at https://www.epa.gov/sulfur-
dioxide-designations and also in the
public docket for these intended SO,
designations at https://
www.regulations.gov under Docket ID
No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2020-0037.

CAA section 107(d) provides a
process for air quality designations that
involves recommendations by states,
territories, and tribes to the EPA and
responses from the EPA to those parties,
prior to the EPA promulgating final area
designations and boundaries. The EPA
is not required under CAA section
107(d) to seek public comment during
the designation process, but we are
electing to do so for these areas with
respect to the 2010 SO, NAAQS in order
to gather additional information for the
EPA to consider before making final
designations for the specific areas
addressed in the EPA’s recent letters to
states, territories, and tribes. The EPA
invites public input on our responses to
states regarding our intended
designations for these areas during the
30-day comment period provided in this
document. In order to receive full
consideration, input from the public
must be submitted to the docket by
September 21, 2020. At this time, the
EPA is not asking for public comments
on areas beyond those areas that are the
subject of this proposed action. This
document and opportunity for public
comment does not affect any rights or
obligations of any state, territory, or
tribe, or of the EPA, which might
otherwise exist pursuant to the CAA
section 107(d).

Please refer to the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section of this
document for specific instructions on
submitting comments and locating
relevant public documents.

For some cases, the EPA has indicated
to a state that further discussion is
needed—e.g., where a state’s
recommended nonattainment area
boundary differs from the EPA’s
intended nonattainment area boundary,
or areas where the state recommended
a designation of attainment/
unclassifiable (or unclassifiable) and
available air quality monitoring or
modeling data show that the area may
be violating the 2010 SO, NAAQS or
contain sources that may be
contributing to air quality in a nearby
area that may be violating the 2010
primary SO> NAAQS. In establishing
nonattainment area boundaries for a
particular area, the EPA is required to
include within the boundaries both the
area that does not meet the standard and
any nearby area contributing to the area
that does not meet the standard. We are
particularly interested in receiving

comments, supported by relevant
information, if you believe that a
specific geographic area for which
further discussion is needed concerning
a state’s recommended designation of
attainment/unclassifiable or
unclassifiable (and for which available
air quality data would require a
modification of the recommended
designation) should not be categorized
by the CAA section 107(d) criteria as
nonattainment, or if you believe that a
specific nearby area for which the EPA
does agree with a state’s recommended
designation of attainment/unclassifiable
or unclassifiable should in fact be
categorized as contributing to
nonattainment using the CAA section
107(d) criteria. Please be as specific as
possible in supporting your views.

¢ Describe any assumptions and
provide any technical information and/
or data that you used.

¢ Provide specific examples to
illustrate your concerns and suggest
alternatives.

e Explain your views as clearly as
possible.

e Provide your input by the comment

eriod deadline identified.

The EPA intends to complete
designations for the areas subject to this
round no later than December 31, 2020.
Additional information on the EPA’s
intended approach for addressing
designations for all areas can be found
on the EPA’s SO, implementation
website at https://www.epa.gov/so2-
pollution/applying-or-implementing-
sulfur-dioxide-standards.

B. What should I consider as I prepare
my comments for the EPA?

1. Submitting CBI. Do not submit
confidential business information (CBI)
to the EPA through https://
www.regulations.gov or email. Clearly
mark the part or all of the information
that you claim to be CBI. For CBl in a
USB flash drive or CD ROM that you
mail to the EPA, mark the outside of the
USB flash drive or CD ROM as CBI and
then identify electronically within the
USB flash drive or CD ROM the specific
information that is claimed as CBI. In
addition to one complete version of the
comment that includes information
claimed as CBI, a copy of the comment
that does not contain the information
claimed as CBI must be submitted for
inclusion in the public docket.
Information so marked will not be
disclosed except in accordance with
procedures set forth in 40 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) part 2.

Send information identified as CBI
only to the following address: Tiffany
Purifoy, OAQPS Document Control
Officer, U.S. EPA, Office of Air Quality

Planning and Standards, 109 T.W.
Alexander Drive, Mail Code C404—02,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27711,
Attention Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-
OAR-2020—-0037. There will be a delay
in confirming receipt of CBI packages,
because the EPA-RTP office is closed to
reduce the risk of transmitting COVID—
19. Due to the office closure, EPA is also
requesting that parties notify the
OAQPS Document Control Officer via
telephone, (919) 541-0878, or email at
purifoy.tiffany@epa.gov when mailing
information identified as CBI.

2. Tips for Preparing Your Comments.
When submitting comments, remember
to:

¢ Identify the rulemaking by docket
number and other identifying
information (subject heading, Federal
Register date and page number).

¢ Follow directions.

¢ Explain why you agree or disagree;
suggest alternatives and substitute
language for your requested changes.

C. Where can I find additional
information for this rulemaking?

The EPA has also established a
website for this rulemaking at https://
www.epa.gov/sulfur-dioxide-
designations. The website includes the
state designation and boundary
recommendations, the EPA’s intended
area designations, information
supporting the EPA’s preliminary
designation decisions, as well as the
rulemaking actions and other related
information that the public may find
useful.

III. What is the 2010 SO, NAAQS and
what are the health concerns that it
addresses?

The Administrator signed a final rule
revising the primary SO, NAAQS on
June 2, 2010. The rule was published in
the Federal Register on June 22, 2010
(75 FR 35520) and became effective on
August 23, 2010. Specifically, the EPA
established a new 1-hour SO, standard
at a level of 75 ppb, which is met at an
ambient air quality monitoring site
when the 3-year average of the annual
99th percentile of daily maximum 1-
hour average concentrations of SO is
less than or equal to 75 ppb, as
determined in accordance with
appendix T of 40 CFR part 50. 40 CFR
50.17(a) and (b). Current scientific
evidence links short-term exposures to
SO,, ranging from 5 minutes to 24 hours,
with an array of adverse respiratory
effects including bronchoconstriction
and increased asthma symptoms.
Studies also show a connection between
short-term exposure and increased visits
to emergency departments and hospital
admissions for respiratory illnesses,
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particularly in at-risk populations
including children, the elderly, and
asthmatics.”

IV. What are the CAA requirements for
air quality designations and what
action has the EPA taken to meet these
requirements?

After the EPA promulgates a new or
revised NAAQS, the EPA is required to
designate all areas of the country as
either “nonattainment,” “attainment,”
or “unclassifiable,” for that NAAQS
pursuant to section 107(d)(1)—(2) of the
CAA. As part of these Round 4
designations, the EPA is implementing
its interpretation of statutory terms
under CAA section 107(d) nationwide
and is basing these designations on
EPA’s nationwide analytical approach
and technical analysis, including
evaluation of monitoring data and air
quality modeling, applied to the
available evidence for each area.

Regarding statutory definitions and
the EPA’s interpretations of such,
section 107(d)(1)(A)(@i) of the CAA
defines a nonattainment area as an area
that does not meet the NAAQS or that
contributes to a nearby area that does
not meet the NAAQS. An attainment
area is defined by section
107(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the CAA as any area
(other than an area that meets the
definition of a nonattainment area) that
meets the NAAQS. Unclassifiable areas
are defined by section 107(d)(1)(A)(iii)
of the CAA as those that cannot be
classified on the basis of available
information as meeting or not meeting
the NAAQS.

In this action, the EPA defines a
nonattainment area as an area that,
based on available information
including (but not limited to)
monitoring data and/or appropriate
modeling analyses, the EPA has
determined either: (1) Does not meet the
2010 SO, NAAQS, or (2) contributes to
ambient air quality in a nearby area that
does not meet the NAAQS. An
attainment/unclassifiable area is defined
as an area that, based on available
information including (but not limited
to) appropriate monitoring data and/or
modeling analyses, the EPA has
determined meets the NAAQS and does
not likely contribute to ambient air
quality in a nearby area that does not
meet the NAAQS. An unclassifiable area
is defined as an area for which the
available information does not allow the
EPA to determine whether the area
meets the definition of a nonattainment
area or the definition of an attainment/
unclassifiable area.

7 See 75 FR 35520 at 35525, June 22, 2010.

This nationwide analytical approach
also includes but is not limited to: (1)
The EPA’s interpretations of other terms
(e.g., attainment/unclassifiable,
nonattainment, unclassifiable, violating
monitor, etc.) in the context of Round 4
of the 2010 SO, NAAQS; (2) the
appropriate basis for characterizing the
air quality of an area; (3) the five-factor
analysis to determine the boundaries for
each air quality area under the NAAQS
(see Section V of this document); and (4)
the methodology for appropriately
characterizing SO, air quality through
monitoring or modeling.

The EPA notes that CAA section
107(d) provides the agency with
discretion to determine how best to
interpret the terms in the definition of
a nonattainment area (e.g., ““contributes
to” and “nearby”’) for a new or revised
NAAQS, given considerations such as
the nature of a specific pollutant, the
types of sources that may contribute to
violations, the form of the standards for
the pollutant, and other relevant
information. In particular, the EPA’s
position is that the statute does not
require the agency to establish bright
line tests or thresholds for what
constitutes “contribution” or “nearby”
for purposes of designations.8

Similarly, the EPA’s position is that
the statute permits the EPA to evaluate
the appropriate application of the term
““area” to include geographic areas
based upon full or partial county
boundaries, as may be appropriate for a
particular NAAQS. For example, CAA
section 107(d)(1)(B)(ii) explicitly
provides that the EPA can make
modifications to designation
recommendations for an area “‘or
portions thereof,” and under CAA
section 107(d)(1)(B)(iv) a designation
remains in effect for an area “or portion
thereof”” until the EPA redesignates it.

By no later than 1 year after the
promulgation of a new or revised
NAAQS, CAA section 107(d)(1)(A)
provides that each state governor is
required to recommend air quality
designations, including the appropriate
boundaries for areas, to the EPA.9 The
EPA reviews those recommendations
and is authorized to make any
modifications the Administrator deems
necessary. The statute does not define
the term ‘“‘necessary,” but the EPA
interprets this to authorize the
Administrator to modify designations
that did not meet the statutory
requirements or were otherwise

8 This view was confirmed in Catawba County v.
EPA, 571 F.3d 20 (D.C. Cir. 2009).

9 Tribes are invited to submit recommendations
following promulgation of a new or revised NAAQS
but are not required to do so.

inconsistent with the facts or analysis
deemed appropriate by the
Administrator. If the EPA is considering
modifications to a recommendation, we
are required by CAA section
107(d)(1)(B)(ii) to notify the state of any
such intended modifications not less
than 120 days prior to our promulgation
of the final designation. These
notifications are commonly known as
the “120-day letters.” During this
period, if the state or territory does not
agree with the EPA’s modification, it
has an opportunity to respond to the
EPA and to demonstrate why it believes
the modification proposed by the EPA is
inappropriate. If a state or territory fails
to provide any recommendation for an
area, in whole or in part, the EPA still
must promulgate a designation that the
Administrator deems appropriate,
pursuant to CAA section
107(d)(1)(B)(ii). While CAA section
107(d) specifically addresses the
designations process between the EPA
and states and territories, the EPA
intends to follow the same process to
the extent practicable for tribes that
submitted designation
recommendations. The EPA is required
by CAA section 107(d)(2)(A) to publish
a notice in the Federal Register
promulgating its final designations, and
the EPA codifies its designations in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 40 CFR
part 81, subpart C.

V. What guidance has the EPA
previously issued and how does the
EPA now intend to apply the statutory
requirements to determine area
designations and boundaries?

In the notice of proposed rulemaking
for the revised SO, NAAQS (74 FR
64810; December 8, 2009), the EPA
issued proposed guidance on our
approach to implementing the standard,
including our approach to initial area
designations. The EPA solicited
comment on that guidance and, in the
final rule (75 FR 35520; June 22, 2010),
provided further guidance concerning
implementation of the standard and
how to identify nonattainment areas and
boundaries for the SO, NAAQS.
Subsequently, on March 24, 2011, the
EPA provided additional designations
guidance to assist states with making
their recommendations for area
designations and boundaries.1® The EPA
also issued two additional designations
guidance documents on March 20, 2015,

10 See ““Area Designations for the 2010 Revised
Primary Sulfur Dioxide National Ambient Air
Quality Standards,” memorandum to Regional Air
Division Directors, Regions I-X, from Stephen D.
Page, dated March 24, 2011, available at https://
wwwa3.epa.gov/ttn/naaqs/aqmguide/collection/cp2/
20110324_page_so2_designations_guidance.pdf.
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and July 22, 2016, specific to Round 2
and Round 3 processes and schedules,
respectively.1?

An updated designations guidance
document was issued by the EPA on
September 5, 2019, to better reflect the
Round 4 2010 SO, NAAQS designations
process and to supplement, where
necessary, prior designations guidance
documents.’? This memorandum
identifies factors that the EPA intends to
evaluate in determining whether areas
are in violation of the 2010 SO»
NAAQS. The document also contains
the factors that the EPA intends to
evaluate in determining the boundaries
for all remaining undesignated areas in
the country. These factors include: (1)
Air quality characterization via ambient
monitoring and/or dispersion modeling
results; (2) emissions-related data; (3)
meteorology; (4) geography and
topography; and (5) jurisdictional
boundaries.13

VI. What air quality information has
the EPA used for these intended
designations?

These intended designations are
based on the EPA’s application of the
nationwide analytical approach to, and
preliminary technical assessment of, the
weight of evidence for each area,
including but not limited to available air
quality monitoring data and air quality
modeling results. With respect to air
quality monitoring data, the EPA has
considered data from at least the most
recent 3 full calendar years, i.e., 2017—
2019. The 1-hour primary SO, standard
is violated at an ambient air quality

11 See ““Updated Guidance for Area Designations
for the 2010 Primary Sulfur Dioxide National
Ambient Air Quality Standard,” memorandum to
Regional Air Division Directors, Regions 1-10, from
Stephen D. Page, dated March 20, 2015, available
at https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-
04/documents/20150320so02designations.pdf, and
“‘Area Designations for the 2010 Primary Sulfur
Dioxide National Ambient Air Quality Standard—
Round 3,” memorandum to Regional Air Division
Directors, Regions 1-10, dated July 22, 2016,
available at https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/
files/2016-07/documents/areadesign.pdf.

12 See *‘Area Designations for the 2010 Primary
Sulfur Dioxide National Ambient Air Quality
Standard—Round 4,” memorandum to Regional Air
Division Directors, Regions 1-10, from Peter
Tsirigotis, dated September 5, 2019, available at
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-
09/documents/round_4_so2_designations_memo_
09-05-2019_final.pdf.

13 The EPA supplemented this guidance with
documents first made available to states and other
interested parties in 2013 and updated in 2016. See
SO> NAAQS Designations Source-Oriented
Monitoring Technical Assistance Document
(February 2016), available at https://www.epa.gov/
sites/production/files/2016-06/documents/
so2monitoringtad.pdf, and SO, NAAQS
Designations Modeling Technical Assistance
Document (August 2016), available at https://
www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-06/
documents/so2modelingtad.pdf.

monitoring site when the 3-year average
of the annual 99th percentile of the
daily maximum 1-hour average
concentrations of SO, exceeds 75 ppb,
as determined in accordance with
Appendix T of 40 CFR part 50.

In the EPA’s September 2019
memorandum, we noted that Round 4
area designations will be based
primarily on ambient monitoring data,
including data from existing and new
EPA-approved monitors that have
collected data at least from January 2017
forward, pursuant to the DRR. In
addition, EPA may evaluate air
dispersion modeling submitted by state
air agencies for two specific
circumstances. First, states may submit
air dispersion modeling of actual or
allowable emissions to support the
geographic extent of a nonattainment
boundary. Second, states may submit air
dispersion modeling of allowable
emissions to demonstrate that new
permanent and federally enforceable
SO, emissions limits that subject
sources are meeting provide for
attainment of the NAAQS and represent
a more accurate characterization of
current air quality at the time of
designation than does monitoring data
reflecting past air quality that does not
account for compliance with new limits
and associated enforceable emissions
reductions.

VII. How do the Round 4 designations
affect Indian country?

There are no violating monitors for
areas of Indian county, so no areas of
Indian country are being designated as
nonattainment as part of this round.
Any other parts of Indian country being
designated as attainment/unclassifiable
or unclassifiable are being designated
along with the surrounding state area.

VIII. Where can I find information
forming the basis for these intended
designations and exchanges between
the EPA and states related to these
intended designations?

Information providing the basis for
this intended action are provided in a
technical support document (TSD) 14
included in the docket. The TSD,
technical assistance documents,
applicable EPA guidance memoranda,
and copies of correspondence regarding
this process between the EPA and the

14 The single TSD for this action consists of a few
sections with information that applies to all affected
areas or to certain groups of areas with some
common features, and many sections that are
specific to individual states. For convenience, the
term “TSD” is also used generically to refer to these
state-specific sections. For informational purposes,
these individual state-specific TSDs are available
for separate downloading from the indicated EPA
website.

states, territories, tribes, and other
parties, are available for review at the
public docket for these SO, designations
at https://www.regulations.gov under
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2020—
0037, at the EPA Docket Center listed in
the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
section of this document, and on the
Agency’s SO Designations website at
https://www.epa.gov/sulfur-dioxide-
designations. Air dispersion modeling
input and output files are too large to
post in the docket or on the website and
must be requested from the EPA Docket
Office or the Regional office contacts
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document.
Dated: August 13, 2020.
Panagiotis Tsirigotis,
Director, Office of Air Quality Planning &
Standards.
[FR Doc. 2020-18129 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-HQ-OGC-2020-0399; FRL—10013-98—
OGC]

Proposed Consent Decree, Clean Air
Act Citizen Suit

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice of proposed consent
decree; request for public comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with section
113(g) of the Clean Air Act, as amended
(CAA or the Act), notice is given of a
proposed consent decree in Center for
Biological Diversity, et al., v. Wheeler,
No. 3:20—cv-00448 (N.D. Cal.). On
January 22, 2020 and February 19, 2020,
the Center for Biological Diversity and
the Center for Environmental Health
(collectively, Plaintiffs) filed a
complaint and a first amended
complaint, respectively, in the United
States District Court for the Northern
District of California, alleging that the
Administrator of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
failed to perform certain non-
discretionary duties. First, Plaintiffs
allege that EPA failed to issue a finding
of failure to submit for state
implementation plans (SIPs) addressing
reasonably available control technology
(RACT) for volatile organic compounds
(VOC) from sources covered by the 2016
Oil and Gas control techniques
guideline (CTG) for the 2008 ozone
National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) for states and areas listed in
the First Amended Complaint within six
months after the SIP due date. Second,
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Plaintiffs allege that EPA failed to take
final action to approve or disapprove, in
whole or in part, Oil and Gas CTG SIPs
for the 2008 and/or 2015 ozone NAAQS
submitted by various states for the
nonattainment areas and ozone
transport region (OTR) states listed in
the First Amended Complaint. The
proposed consent decree would
establish deadlines for EPA to take
specified actions.

DATES: Written comments on the
proposed consent decree must be
received by September 21, 2020.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-
0OGC-2020-0399, online at https://
www.regulations.gov (EPA’s preferred
method). Follow the online instructions
for submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket ID number for
this action. Comments received may be
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov/, including any
personal information provided. For
detailed instructions on sending
comments and additional information
on the rulemaking process, see the
‘““Additional Information about
Commenting on the Proposed Consent
Decree”” heading under the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document. Out of an abundance of
caution for members of the public and
our staff, the EPA Docket Center and
Reading Room are closed to the public,
with limited exceptions, to reduce the
risk of transmitting COVID—-19. Our
Docket Center staff will continue to
provide remote customer service via
email, phone, and webform. We
encourage the public to submit
comments via https://
www.regulations.gov, as there may be a
delay in processing mail and faxes.
Hand deliveries and couriers may be
received by scheduled appointment
only. For further information on EPA
Docket Center services and the current
status, please visit us online at https://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

The EPA continues to carefully and
continuously monitor information from
the CDC, local area health departments,
and our Federal partners so that we can
respond rapidly as conditions change
regarding COVID-19.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Derek Mills, Air and Radiation Law
Office (2344A), Office of General
Counsel, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW,
Washington, DC 20460; telephone: (202)
564—3341; email address: mills.derek@
epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Obtaining a Copy of the Proposed
Consent Decree

The official public docket for this
action (identified by Docket ID No.
EPA-HQ-0GC-2020-0399) contains a
copy of the proposed consent decree.

The electronic version of the public
docket for this action contains a copy of
the proposed consent decree, and is
available through https://
www.regulations.gov. You may use
https://www.regulations.gov to submit
or view public comments, access the
index listing of the contents of the
official public docket, and access those
documents in the public docket that are
available electronically. Once in the
system, key in the appropriate docket
identification number then select
“search.”

II. Additional Information About the
Proposed Consent Decree

The proposed consent decree, which
would fully resolve a lawsuit filed by
the Center for Biological Diversity and
the Center for Environmental Health,
would require the EPA to take action
under the CAA to make a finding of
failure to submit for SIPs addressing
RACT for VOC from sources covered by
the 2016 Oil and Gas CTG pursuant to
42 U.S.C. 7410(k)(1)(B) for the 2008
ozone NAAQS for certain states and
areas as listed in the proposed consent
decree. The proposed consent decree
would also require the Administrator,
pursuant to CAA sections 110(k)(2)—(4),
42 U.S.C. 7410(k)(2)—(4), to take final
action to approve or disapprove, in
whole or in part SIP submissions
addressing the 2016 Oil and Gas CTG
for the 2008 and/or 2015 ozone NAAQS
submitted by various states for the
nonattainment areas and OTR states as
listed in the proposed consent decree.

Under the terms of the proposed
consent decree, EPA shall sign a notice
or notices finding that the states
identified as such in the consent decree
have failed to submit a SIP or SIP
revision addressing RACT for VOC
sources covered by the Oil and Gas
RACT CTG for the 2008 ozone NAAQS
for the nonattainment area or state listed
in the proposed consent decree by the
established deadline. In addition, under
the proposed consent decree, EPA shall
sign a notice of proposed and/or final
rulemaking to approve, disapprove,
conditionally approve, or approve in
part and conditionally approve or
disapprove in part, Oil and Gas RACT
CTG SIPs for the 2008 and/or 2015
ozone NAAQS for the nonattainment
areas and OTR states as listed and
identified as such in the proposed

consent decree by the established
deadlines.

For a period of thirty (30) days
following the date of publication of this
document, the Agency will accept
written comments relating to the
proposed consent decree. EPA or the
Department of Justice may withdraw or
withhold consent to the proposed
consent decree if the comments disclose
facts or considerations that indicate that
such consent is inappropriate,
improper, inadequate, or inconsistent
with the requirements of the Act.

II1. Additional Information About
Commenting on the Proposed Consent
Decree

Submit your comments, identified by
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-0OGC-2020-
0399, via https://www.regulations.gov.
Once submitted, comments cannot be
edited or removed from this docket. The
EPA may publish any comment received
to its public docket. Do not submit to
EPA’s docket at https://
www.regulations.gov any information
you consider to be Confidential
Business Information (CBI) or other
information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Multimedia
submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be
accompanied by a written comment.
The written comment is considered the
official comment and should include
discussion of all points you wish to
make. The EPA will generally not
consider comments or comment
contents located outside of the primary
submission (i.e. on the web, cloud, or
other file sharing system). For
additional submission methods, the full
EPA public comment policy,
information about CBI or multimedia
submissions, and general guidance on
making effective comments, please visit
https://www.epa.gov/dockets/
commenting-epa-dockets. For additional
information about submitting
information identified as CBI, please
contact the person listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section of
this document. Note that written
comments containing CBI and
submitted by mail may be delayed and
deliveries or couriers will be received
by scheduled appointment only.

If you submit an electronic comment,
EPA recommends that you include your
name, mailing address, and an email
address or other contact information in
the body of your comment. This ensures
that you can be identified as the
submitter of the comment and allows
EPA to contact you in case EPA cannot
read your comment due to technical
difficulties or needs further information
on the substance of your comment. Any
identifying or contact information
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provided in the body of a comment will
be included as part of the comment that
is placed in the official public docket
and made available in EPA’s electronic
public docket. If EPA cannot read your
comment due to technical difficulties
and cannot contact you for clarification,
EPA may not be able to consider your
comment.

Use of the https://
www.regulations.gov website to submit
comments to EPA electronically is
EPA’s preferred method for receiving
comments. The electronic public docket
system is an ‘“‘anonymous access”’
system, which means EPA will not
know your identity, email address, or
other contact information unless you
provide it in the body of your comment.

Please ensure that your comments are
submitted within the specified comment
period. Comments received after the
close of the comment period will be
marked “late.” EPA is not required to
consider these late comments.

Gautam Srinivasan,

Associate General Counsel.

[FR Doc. 2020-18393 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[FRS 17000]

Radio Broadcasting Services; AM or
FM Proposals To Change the
Community of License

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

DATES: The agency must receive
comments on or before October 20,
2020.

ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, 445 12th Street SW,
Washington, DC 20554.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rolanda F. Smith, 202-418-2054.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
following applicants filed AM or FM
proposals to change the community of
license: GERARD MEDIA, LLC,
WHFB(AM), Fac. ID No. 72174, From
BENTON HARBOR-ST. JO, MJ, File No.
BP-20200715AAH; GEORGIA-
CAROLINA RADIOCASTING
COMPANY, LLC, WHTD(AM), Fac. ID
No. 54562, From ELBERTON, GA, To
COLBERT, GA, File No. BP—
20200728AAE; KMSR, INC.,
KMSR(AM), Fac. ID No. 54336, From
MAYVILLE, ND, To NORTHWOQD,
ND, File No. BP—20200615AAN; LAKE
HARTWELL RADIO, INC., WYPJ(FM),

Fac. ID No. 166080, From DUE WEST,
SC, To BOWMAN, GA, File No.
0000117873; RADIO TRAINING
NETWORK, INC, WAHP(FM), Fac. ID
No. 67212, From BELTON, SC, To DUE
WEST, SC, File No. 0000117827; and
MILESTONE RADIO II LLC, KBGY(FM),
Fac. ID No. 84475, From FARIBAULT,
MN, To ELKO NEW MARKET, MN, File
No. 0000116370 . The full text of these
applications is available electronically
via the Media Bureau’s Consolidated
Data Base System, https://
licensing.fcc.gov/prod/cdbs/pubacc/
prod/app_sear.htm or Licensing and
Management System (LMS), https://
apps2int.fcc.gov/dataentry/public/tv/
publicAppSearch.html.

Federal Communications Commission.
Nazifa Sawez,
Assistant Chief, Audio Division, Media
Bureau.
[FR Doc. 2020-18376 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[OMB 3060-0463; 3060—1124; FRS 17012]

Information Collections Being
Submitted for Review and Approval to
Office of Management and Budget

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) of 1995, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC or
the Commission) invites the general
public and other Federal Agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on the
following information collection.
Pursuant to the Small Business
Paperwork Relief Act of 2002, the FCC
seeks specific comment on how it can
further reduce the information
collection burden for small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees.
DATES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted on or before September 21,
2020.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection by selecting “Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function. Your comment must be
submitted into www.reginfo.gov per the
above instructions for it to be

considered. In addition to submitting in
www.reginfo.gov also send a copy of
your comment on the proposed
information collection to Cathy
Williams, FCC, via email to PRA@
fecc.gov and to Cathy.Williams@fcc.gov.
Include in the comments the OMB
control number as shown in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information or copies of the
information collection, contact Cathy
Williams at (202) 418—2918. To view a
copy of this information collection
request (ICR) submitted to OMB: (1) Go
to the web page http://www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain, (2) look for the
section of the web page called
“Currently Under Review,” (3) click on
the downward-pointing arrow in the
“Select Agency”’ box below the
“Currently Under Review” heading, (4)
select “Federal Communications
Commission” from the list of agencies
presented in the “Select Agency” box,
(5) click the “Submit” button to the
right of the “Select Agency” box, (6)
when the list of FCC ICRs currently
under review appears, look for the Title
of this ICR and then click on the ICR
Reference Number. A copy of the FCC
submission to OMB will be displayed.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Commission may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) control number. No person shall
be subject to any penalty for failing to
comply with a collection of information
subject to the PRA that does not display
a valid OMB control number. As part of
its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork burdens, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), the FCG invited
the general public and other Federal
Agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on the following information
collection. Comments are requested
concerning: (a) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the Commission, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
Commission’s burden estimates; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information collected; and
(d) ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on the
respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Pursuant to the Small Business
Paperwork Relief Act of 2002, Public
Law 107-198, see 44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(4),
the FCC seeks specific comment on how
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it might “further reduce the information
collection burden for small business
concerns with fewer than 25
employees.”

OMB Control Number: 3060—0463.

Title: Telecommunications Relay
Services and Speech-to-Speech Services
for Individuals with Hearing and
Speech Disabilities; Structure and
Practices of the Video Relay Service
Program; Misuse of internet Protocol
(IP) Captioned Telephone Service, CG
Docket Nos. 03-123, 10-51, and 13-24.

Form Number: N/A.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; Individuals or household;
State, Local and Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 5,072 respondents; 7,989
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.1
hours (6 minutes) to 80 hours.

Frequency of Response: Annually,
semi-annually, monthly, on occasion,
and one-time reporting requirements;
Recordkeeping and Third-Party
Disclosure requirements.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefit. The statutory
authority for the information collection
requirements is found at section 225 of
the Communications Act, 47 U.S.C. 225.
The law was enacted on July 26, 1990,
in Title IV of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law
101-336, 104 Stat. 327, 366—69.

Total Annual Burden: 14,445 hours.

Total Annual Cost: $291,700.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
Confidentiality is an issue to the extent
that individuals and households
provide personally identifiable
information, which is covered under the
FCC’s updated system of records notice
(SORN), FCC/CGB-1, “Informal
Complaints, Inquiries, and Requests for
Dispute Assistance.” As required by the
Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a, the
Commission also published a SORN,
FCC/CGB-1 “Informal Complaints,
Inquiries, and Requests for Dispute
Assistance,” in the Federal Register on
August 15, 2014 (79 FR 48152) which
became effective on September 24, 2014.

Privacy Impact Assessment: The FCC
completed a Privacy Impact Assessment
(PIA) on June 28, 2007. It may be
reviewed at https://www.fcc.gov/
general/privacy-act-information#pia.
The Commission is in the process of
updating the PIA to incorporate various
revisions to it as a result of revisions to
the SORN.

Needs and Uses: On December 21,
2001, the Commission released the 2001
TRS Cost Recovery Order, document
FCC 01-371, published at 67 FR 4203,

January 29, 2002, in which the
Commission, among other things:

(1) Required internet-based TRS
providers to submit certain projected
TRS-related cost and demand data to the
TRS Fund administrator to be used to
calculate the rate; and

(2) directed the TRS Fund
administrator to expand its data
collection forms accordingly.

In 2003, the Commission released the
2003 Second Improved TRS Order,
published at 68 FR 50973, August 25,
2003, which among other things
required that TRS providers offer certain
local exchange carrier (LEC)-based
improved services and features where
technologically feasible, including a
speed dialing requirement which may
entail voluntary recordkeeping for TRS
providers to maintain a list of telephone
numbers. See also 47 CFR
64.604(a)(3)(vi)(B).

In 2007, the Commission released the
Section 225/255 VoIP Report and Order,
published at 72 FR 43546, August 6,
2007, extending the disability access
requirements that apply to
telecommunications service providers
and equipment manufacturers under 47
U.S.C. 225, 255 to interconnected voice
over internet protocol (VoIP) service
providers and equipment
manufacturers. As a result, under rules
implementing section 225 of the Act,
interconnected VoIP service providers
are required to publicize information
about telecommunications relay services
(TRS) and 711 abbreviated dialing
access to TRS. See also 47 CFR
64.604(c)(3). In 2007, the Commission
also released the 2007 Cost Recovery
Report and Order and Declaratory
Ruling, published at 73 FR 3197,
January 17, 2008, in which the
Commission:

(1) Adopted a new cost recovery
methodology for interstate traditional
TRS and interstate STS based on the
Multi-state Average Rate Structure
(MARS) plan, under which interstate
TRS compensation rates are determined
by weighted average of the states’
intrastate compensation rates, and
which includes for STS additional
compensation approved by the
Commission for STS outreach;

(2) adopted a new cost recovery
methodology for interstate captioned
telephone service (CTS), as well as
internet Protocol captioned telephone
service (IP CTS), based on the MARS
plan;

(3) adopted a cost recovery
methodology for internet Protocol (IP)
Relay based on a price cap like
methodology;

(4) adopted a cost recovery
methodology for VRS that adopted
tiered rates based on call volume;

(5) clarified the nature and extent that
certain categories of costs are
compensable from the Fund; and

(6) addressed certain issues
concerning the management and
oversight of the Fund, including
prohibiting financial incentives offered
to consumers to make relay calls.

The 2007 TRS Cost Recovery Order
requires that state relay administrators
and TRS providers submit to the TRS
Fund administrator the following
information annually, for intrastate
traditional TRS, STS, and CTS:

(1) The per-minute compensation
rate(s) and other compensation received
for the provision of TRS;

(2) whether the rate applies to session
minutes or conversation minutes, which
are a subset of session minutes;

(3) the number of intrastate session
minutes; and

(4) the number of intrastate
conversation minutes.

Also, STS providers must file a report
annually with the TRS Fund
administrator and the Commission on
their specific outreach efforts directly
attributable to the additional
compensation approved by the
Commission for STS outreach.

In 2011, to help prevent waste, fraud,
and abuse, the Commission adopted
three VRS orders to curtail these
harmful practices. Each of these orders
(collectively, the 2011 VRS Orders)
included information collection
requirements.

On April 6, 2011, in document FCC
11-54, the Commission released the
2011 Fraud Prevention Order, published
at 76 FR 30841, May 27, 2011, which
included several measures designed to
eliminate the waste, fraud and abuse,
while ensuring that VRS remains a
viable and a valuable communication
tool for Americans who use it on a daily
basis.

On July 28, 2011, in document FCC
11-118 the Commission released the
VRS Certification Order, published at 76
FR 47469, August 5, 2011, amending its
rules for certifying internet-based TRS
providers as eligible for payment from
the Interstate TRS Fund (Fund) for their
provision of internet-based TRS.

On October 17, 2011, in document
FCC 11-155, the Commission released
the Second VRS Certification Order,
published at 76 FR 67070, October 31,
2011, addressing three petitions related
to the VRS Certification Order by
revising the burdens contained in the
requirements for the submission of
documentation of a provider’s VRS
equipment and technologies and the
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submission of documentation regarding
sponsorship arrangements.

The following are the final
information collection requirements
contained in the 2011 VRS Orders:

(1) The Chief Executive Officer (CEO),
Chief Financial Officer (CFO), or other
senior executive of a TRS provider shall
certify, under penalty of perjury, that:
(1) Minutes submitted to the Interstate
TRS Fund (Fund) administrator for
compensation were handled in
compliance with the Commission’s
rules and are not the result of
impermissible financial incentives to
generate calls, and (2) cost and demand
data submitted to the Fund
administrator related to the
determination of compensation rates are
true and correct.

(2) VRS providers shall: (a) Submit to
the Commission and the TRS Fund
administrator a call center report twice
a year and (b) notify the Commission
and the TRS Fund administrator at least
30 days prior to any change to their call
centers’ locations.

(3) VRS providers shall submit
detailed call data records (CDRs) and
speed of answer compliance data to the
Fund administrator.

(4) TRS providers shall use an
automated record keeping system to
capture the CDRs and shall submit such
data electronically in standardized form
to the TRS Fund administrator.

(5) internet-based TRS providers shall
retain the CDRs that are used to support
payment claims submitted to the Fund
administrator for a minimum of five
years, in an electronic format.

(6) VRS providers shall: (a) Maintain
copies of all third-party contracts or
agreements and make them available to
the Commission and the TRS Fund
administrator upon request; and (b)
describe all agreements in connection
with marketing and outreach activities
in their annual submissions to the TRS
Fund administrator.

(7) TRS providers shall provide
information about their TRS
whistleblower protections to all
employees and contractors, in writing.

In 2018, the Commission released the
IP CTS Modernization Order, published
at 83 FR 30082, June 27, 2018, in which
the Commission:

(1) Determined that it would
transition the methodology for IP CTS
cost recovery from the MARS plan to
cost-based rates and adopted interim
rates; and

(2) added two cost reporting
requirements for IP CTS providers: (i) In
annual cost data filings and
supplementary information provided to
the TRS Fund administrator, IP CTS
providers that contract for the supply of

services used in the provision of TRS,
shall include information about
payments under such contracts,
classified according to the substantive
cost categories specified by the TRS
Fund administrator; and (ii) in the
course of an audit or otherwise upon
demand, IP CTS providers must make
available any relevant documentation.
47 CFR 64.604(c)(5)(iii)(D)(1), (6).

OMB Control No.: 3060—-1124.

Title: 80.231, Technical Requirements
for Class B Automatic Identification
System (AIS) Equipment.

Form No.: Not applicable.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities.

Number of Respondents: 20
respondents; 50,020 responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 1 hour
per requirement.

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirement and third-party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. Statutory
authority for this information collection
is contained in 47 U.S.C. 154, 303,
307(e), 309 and 332 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 50,020 hours.

Annual Cost Burden: $25,000.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Needs and Uses: On September 19,
2008, the Commission adopted a Second
Report and Order, FCC 08-208, which
added a new section 80.231, which
requires that manufacturers of Class B
Automatic Identification Systems (AIS)
transmitters for the Marine Radio
Service include with each transmitting
device a statement explaining how to
enter static information accurately and a
warning statement that entering
inaccurate information is prohibited.
The Commission is seeking to extend
this collection in order to obtain the full
three-year clearance from OMB.
Specifically, the information collection
requires that manufacturers of AIS
transmitters label each transmitting
device with the following statement:
WARNING: It is a violation of the rules
of the Federal Communications
Commission to input an MMSI that has
not been properly assigned to the end
user, or to otherwise input any
inaccurate data in this device.
Additionally, prior to submitting a
certification application (FCC Form 731,
OMB Control Number 3060-0057) for a
Class B AIS device, the following

information must be submitted in
duplicate to the Commandant (CG-521),
U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 2nd Street SW,
Washington, DC 20593-0001: (1) The
name of the manufacturer or grantee and
the model number of the AIS device;
and (2) copies of the test report and test
data obtained from the test facility
showing that the device complies with
the environmental and operational
requirements identified in IEC 62287-1.
After reviewing the information
described in the certification
application, the U.S. Coast Guard will
issue a letter stating whether the AIS
device satisfies all of the requirements
specified in IEC 62287—-1. A certification
application for an AIS device submitted
to the Commission must contain a copy
of the U.S. Coast Guard letter stating
that the device satisfies all of the
requirements specified in IEC-62287-1,
a copy of the technical test data and the
instruction manual(s).

These reporting and third-party
disclosure requirements aid the
Commission monitoring advance marine
vessel tracking and navigation
information transmitted from Class B
AIS devices to ensure that they are
accurate and reliable, while promoting
marine safety.

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary, Office of the Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2020-18315 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[OMB 3060-0346; FRS 17004]

Information Collection Being Reviewed
by the Federal Communications
Commission Under Delegated
Authority

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, and as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA), the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC or Commission)
invites the general public and other
Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on the
following information collections.
Comments are requested concerning:
Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
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the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimate; ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and ways to
further reduce the information
collection burden on small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees.
DATES: Written comments should be
submitted on or before October 20,
2020. If you anticipate that you will be
submitting comments, but find it
difficult to do so within the period of
time allowed by this notice, you should
advise the contacts below as soon as
possible.

ADDRESSES: Direct all PRA comments to
Cathy Williams, FCC, via email PRA@
fecc.gov and to Cathy.Williams@fcc.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information about the
information collection, contact Cathy
Williams at (202) 418-2918.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FCC
may not conduct or sponsor a collection
of information unless it displays a
currently valid Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) control number. No
person shall be subject to any penalty
for failing to comply with a collection
of information subject to the PRA that
does not display a valid OMB control
number.

As part of its continuing effort to
reduce paperwork burdens, and as
required by the PRA of 1995 (44 U.S.C.
3501-3520), the FCC invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on the
following information collections.
Comments are requested concerning:
Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimate; ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and ways to
further reduce the information
collection burden on small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees.

OMB Control Number: 3060-0346.

Title: Section 78.27, License
Conditions.

Form Number: N/A.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business and other for-
profit entities; not-for-profit institutions.

Frequency of Response: Annual
reporting requirement; on occasion
reporting requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. Statutory
authority for this information collection
is contained in 47 Section 154(i) of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 4 respondents; 4 responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 10
mins. (0.166 hrs.).

Total Annual Burden: 1 hour.

Total Annual Cost: None.

Privacy Impact Assessment(s): No
impact(s).

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality and
respondents are not being asked to
submit confidential information to the
Commission.

Needs and Uses: The information
collection requirements contained in 47
CFR 78.27(b)(1) require the licensee of
a Cable Television Relay Service (CARS)
station to notify the Commission in
writing when the station commences
operation. Such notification shall be
submitted on or before the last day of
the authorized one year construction
period; otherwise, the station license
shall be automatically forfeited. The
information collection requirements
contained in 47 CFR 78.27(b)(2) require
CARS licensees needing additional time
to complete construction of the station
and commence operation shall request
an extension of time 30 days before the
expiration of the one year construction
period. Exceptions to the 30-day
advance filing requirement may be
granted where unanticipated delays
occur.

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2020-18318 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[OMB 3060-0016; 30600027, 3060—-0029,
3060-0031, 3060-0075, 3060-0110, 3060—
0213, 3060-0214, 3060-0405, 3060-0920,
3060-0932, 3060-1133; FRS 17011]

Information Collections Being
Submitted for Review and Approval to
Office of Management and Budget

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) of 1995, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC or
the Commission) invites the general
public and other Federal Agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on the
following information collection.
Pursuant to the Small Business
Paperwork Relief Act of 2002, the FCC
seeks specific comment on how it can
further reduce the information
collection burden for small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees.
DATES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted on or before September 21,
2020.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection by selecting “‘Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function. Your comment must be
submitted into www.reginfo.gov per the
above instructions for it to be
considered. In addition to submitting in
www.reginfo.gov also send a copy of
your comment on the proposed
information collection to Cathy
Williams, FCC, via email to PRA@
fecc.gov and to Cathy.Williams@fcc.gov.
Include in the comments the OMB
control number as shown in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information or copies of the
information collection, contact Cathy
Williams at (202) 418-2918. To view a
copy of this information collection
request (ICR) submitted to OMB: (1) Go
to the web page http://www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain, (2) look for the
section of the web page called
“Currently Under Review,” (3) click on
the downward-pointing arrow in the
“Select Agency”” box below the
“Currently Under Review” heading, (4)
select “Federal Communications
Commission” from the list of agencies
presented in the “Select Agency” box,
(5) click the “Submit” button to the
right of the ““Select Agency” box, (6)
when the list of FCC ICRs currently
under review appears, look for the Title
of this ICR and then click on the ICR
Reference Number. A copy of the FCC
submission to OMB will be displayed.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Commission may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) control number. No person shall
be subject to any penalty for failing to
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comply with a collection of information
subject to the PRA that does not display
a valid OMB control number.

As part of its continuing effort to
reduce paperwork burdens, as required
by the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA)
of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), the FCC
invited the general public and other
Federal Agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on the
following information collection.
Comments are requested concerning: (a)
Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimates; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; and (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. Pursuant to the
Small Business Paperwork Relief Act of
2002, Public Law 107-198, see 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(4), the FCC seeks specific
comment on how it might “further
reduce the information collection
burden for small business concerns with
fewer than 25 employees.”

OMB Control No.: 3060-0016.

Title: FCC Form 2100, Application for
Media Bureau Audio and Video Service
Authorization, Schedule C (Former FCC
Form 346); Sections 74.793(d) and
74.787, LPTV Out-of-Core Digital
Displacement Application; Section
73.3700(g)(1)—(3), Post-Incentive
Auction Licensing and Operations;
Section 74.799, Low Power Television
and TV Translator Channel Sharing.

Form No.: FCC Form 2100,

Schedule C.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved information
collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; Not for profit institutions;
State, local or Tribal government.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 4,460 respondents and 4,460
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 2.5-7
hours.

Frequency of Response: One-time
reporting requirement; on occasion
reporting requirement; third party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection is contained
in Section 154(i), 303, 307, 308 and 309
of the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 42,370 hours.

Annual Cost Burden: $23,026,757.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Needs and Uses: FCC Form 2100,
Schedule C is used by licensees/
permittees/applicants when applying
for authority to construct or make
changes in a Low Power Television, TV
Translator or DTV Transition.

On May 12, 2020, the Commission
adopted Amendment of Section 73.3580
of the Commission’s Rules Regarding
Public Notice of the Filing of
Applications; Modernization of Media
Regulation Initiative; Revision of the
Public Notice Requirements of Section
73.3580, Second Report and Order, MB
Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105, & 05-6,
FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020). The
Commission adopted new, streamlined
procedures for stations to provide
public notice of the filing of certain
applications. Stations, including
stations filing for new construction
permits or major modifications to
facilities, that were previously required
to post public notice in a local
newspaper, must now post notice
online, either on the station website or
a website affiliated with the station, its
licensee, or its parent entity, or else
must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order do not
necessitate changes to the Form 2100,
Schedule G, nor do they affect the
substance, burden hours, or costs of
completing the forms. The rule changes
do, however, reduce burdens and costs
associated with filing the application.

OMB Control Number: 3060-0075.

Title: Application for Transfer of
Control of a Corporate Licensee or
Permittee, or Assignment of License or
Permit, for an FM or TV Translator
Station, or a Low Power Television
Station, FCC Form 345.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; Not for profit institutions;
Local or Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 1,700 respondents; 3,900
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.075—
1.25 hours.

Frequency of Response: Third party
disclosure requirement and on occasion
reporting requirement.

Total Annual Burden: 3,013 hours.

Total Annual Cost: $3,943,979.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection of
information is contained in Sections
154(i) and 310 of the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Needs and Uses: Filing of the FCC
Form 345 is required when applying for
authority for assignment of license or
permit, or for consent to transfer of
control of a corporate licensee or
permittee for an FM or TV translator
station, or low power TV station.

This collection also includes the
third-party disclosure requirement of 47
CFR Section 73.3580 (OMB approval
was received for Section 73.3580 under
OMB Control Number 3060—-0031).
Section 73.3580, as amended in the
Commission’s 2020 Public Notice
Second Report and Order, discussed
below, requires local public notice of
the filing of all applications to assign or
transfer control of a broadcast station
authorization, including those of an FM
or TV translator or booster station or
LPTV station. Notice is given by an
applicant posting notice of the
application filing on its station website,
its licensee website, its parent entity
website, or on a publicly accessible,
locally targeted website, for 30
consecutive days beginning within five
business days of acceptance of the
application for filing. The online notice
must link to a copy of the application
as filed in the Commission’s LMS
licensing database. Applicants for
assignment or transfer of control of a
low-power television (LPTV) station
that locally originates programming
must also make a total of six on-air
announcements giving notice that their
applications have been accepted for
filing.

On May 12, 2020, the Commission
adopted Amendment of Section 73.3580
of the Commission’s Rules Regarding
Public Notice of the Filing of
Applications; Modernization of Media
Regulation Initiative; Revision of the
Public Notice Requirements of Section
73.3580, Second Report and Order, MB
Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105, & 05-6,
FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020). The
Commission adopted new, streamlined
procedures for stations to provide
public notice of the filing of certain
applications. Applicants, including



Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/ Notices

51705

applicants for assignment or transfer of
control of authorizations for FM or TV
translators or LPTV stations, that were
previously required to post public
notice in a local newspaper, must now
post notice online, either on the station
website or a website affiliated with the
station, its licensee, or its parent entity,
or else must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.
Stations that are required to make on-air
announcements of the filing of certain
applications, including an applicant for
assignment or transfer of control of an
LPTV station that locally originates
programming, must continue to do so,
but the announcements are shorter and
direct viewers and listeners to the
application as filed and displayed in
either the station’s Online Public
Inspection File or another Commission
database. A total of six on-air
announcements are required, at least
one per week and no more than one per
day or two per week, to be broadcast
between 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. local
time, Monday through Friday, beginning
after the application is accepted for
filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order do not
necessitate changes to the Form 345, nor
do they affect the substance, burden
hours, or costs of completing the forms.
The rule changes do, however, reduce
burdens and costs associated with filing
the application.

OMB Control No.: 3060—0027.

Title: Application for Construction
Permit for Commercial Broadcast
Station, FCC Form 301; Form 2100,
Schedule A—Application for Media
Bureau Video Service Authorization; 47
Sections 73.3700(b)(1) and (b)(2) and
Section 73.3800, Post Auction
Licensing; Form 2100, Schedule 301—
FM—Commercial FM Station
Construction Permit Application.

Form No.: FCC Form 2100, Schedule
A, FCC Form 301, FCC Form 2100,
Schedule 301-FM.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved information
collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; Not for profit institutions;
State, local or Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 3,092 respondents and 4,199
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.075
hours-6.25 hours.

Frequency of Response: One-time
reporting requirement; On occasion
reporting requirement; Third party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection is contained
in Sections 154(i), 303 and 308 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 12,435 hours.

Annual Cost Burden: $62,308,388.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Needs and Uses: On May 12, 2020,
the Commission adopted Amendment of
Section 73.3580 of the Commission’s
Rules Regarding Public Notice of the
Filing of Applications; Modernization of
Media Regulation Initiative; Revision of
the Public Notice Requirements of
Section 73.3580, Second Report and
Order, MB Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105,
& 05-6, FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020).
The Commission adopted new,
streamlined procedures for stations to
provide public notice of the filing of
certain applications. Stations, including
stations filing for new construction
permits or major modifications to
facilities, that were previously required
to post public notice in a local
newspaper, must now post notice
online, either on the station website or
a website affiliated with the station, its
licensee, or its parent entity, or else
must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.
Stations that are required to make on-air
announcements of the filing of certain
applications, must continue to do so,
but the announcements are shorter and
direct viewers and listeners to the
application as filed and displayed in
either the station’s Online Public
Inspection File or another Commission
database. A total of six on-air
announcements are required, at least
one per week and no more than one per
day or two per week, to be broadcast
between 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. local
time, Monday through Friday, beginning
after the application is accepted for
filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 and 47 CFR 73.3594

adopted in the 2020 Public Notice
Second Report and Order, do not
necessitate changes to the Schedule 301,
nor do they affect the substance, burden
hours, or costs of completing the forms.
The rule changes do, however, reduce
burdens and costs associated with filing
the application. 47 CFR 73.3571(j)(3)
and 73.3573(g)(3)require that applicants
must comply with the local public
notice provisions of § 73.3580(c)(5).

OMB Control Number: 3060-0029.

Title: FCC Form 2100, Schedule 340,
Noncommercial Educational Station for
Reserved Channel Construction Permit
Application.

Form Number: FCC Form 2100,
Schedule 340.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities, not for profit institutions
and State, local or Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 2,820 respondents; 2,820
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.5
hours—6 hours.

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirement and Third party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection is contained
in Sections 154(i), 303 and 308 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 6,603 hours.

Total Annual Cost: $30,039,119.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Needs and Uses: This submission is
being made to the Office of Management
(OMB) for the approval of information
collection requirements contained in the
Commission’s Reexamination of the
Comparative Standards and Procedures
for Licensing Noncommercial
Educational Broadcast Stations and Low
Power FM Stations, Report and Order,
FCC 19-127, 34 FCC Rcd 12519 (2019)
(NCE LPFM Report and Order), adopted
December 10, 2019, and released on
December 11, 2019, where the
Commission revised its rules and
procedures for considering competing
applications for new and major
modifications to noncommercial
educational full-service FM and full-
power television (NCE), and low power
FM (LPFM) broadcast stations. The
changes are designed to improve the
comparative selection and licensing
procedures, expedite the initiation of
new service to the public, eliminate
unnecessary applicant burdens, and
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reduce the number of appeals of NCE
comparative licensing decisions.

First, to improve the NCE comparative
process, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order: (1) Eliminates the governing
document requirements for established
local applicants and applicants claiming
diversity points; (2) establishes a
uniform divestiture pledge policy; (3)
expands the tie-breaker criteria and
revises the procedures for allocating
time in mandatory time-sharing
situations; and (4) clarifies and modifies
the “holding period” rule.

Second, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order adopts the following changes to
the LPFM comparative process: (1)
Prohibits amendments that attempt to
cure past unauthorized station
violations; (2) authorizes time-sharing
discussions prior to tentative selectee
designations; and (3) establishes
procedures for remaining tentative
selectees following dismissal of point
aggregation time-share agreements.

Third, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order adopts the following general
changes: (1) Defines which applicant
board changes are major changes; (2)
clarifies the reasonable site assurance
requirements; (3) streamlines
construction deadline tolling
procedures and notification
requirements; (4) lengthens the LPFM
construction period; and (5) eliminates
restrictions on the assignment and
transfer of LPFM authorizations.

Specifically, pertaining to this
Information Collection and NCE
stations, the Commission is revising the
relevant rules, 47 CFR 73.7002, 73.7003,
and 73.7005, the form, and
corresponding instructions, as follows:

(1) Changing all former references to
“holding period” to “maintenance of
comparative qualifications.” During the
four-year “maintenance of comparative
qualifications” period, an NCE station
receiving a decisive preference for fair
distribution of service, in accordance
with the provisions of 47 CFR 73.7002,
must certify that any technical
modification to its authorized facilities
satisfies the technical requirements of
47 CFR 73.7005(b).

(2) Adding an “Established Local
Applicant Pledge,” requiring an
applicant to pledge to maintain localism
characteristics during the four-year
maintenance of comparative
qualifications period, if the applicant
certifies that it qualifies for points as an
“established local applicant” in the
Point System Factors of 47 CFR 73.7003.

(3) Adding a “‘Diversity Pledge,”
requiring an applicant to pledge to
comply with all of the restrictions on
station modifications and acquisitions
(as defined in 47 CFR 73.7005) during

the four-year maintenance of
comparative qualifications period, if the
applicant certifies that it qualifies for
“local diversity of ownership” points in
the Point System Factors of 47 CFR
73.7003.

(4) Modifying the divestiture sub-
question certification, to reflect the new
divestiture policies, in the Diversity of
Ownership question in the Point System
Factors Section.

(5) Adding a new question in the Tie
Breakers section of the form, reflecting
the new third tie-breaker criterion of 47
CFR 73.7003(c)(3).

(6) Adding a new question in the Tie
Breakers Section of the form, requiring
the applicant to provide its initial date
of establishment.

(7) Adding a Reasonable Site
Assurance Certification in the Technical
Certifications Section of the form,
requiring the applicant to certify that it
has obtained reasonable assurance from
the tower owner or authorized
representative, that its specified site will
be available.

The revisions to the relevant rules,
and the changes to the questions in
Schedule 340 listed above affect the
substance, burden hours, and costs of
completing the Schedule 340. Therefore,
this submission is being made to OMB
for approval of revised Information
Collection requirements.

On May 12, 2020, the Commission
adopted Amendment of Section 73.3580
of the Commission’s Rules Regarding
Public Notice of the Filing of
Applications; Modernization of Media
Regulation Initiative; Revision of the
Public Notice Requirements of Section
73.3580, Second Report and Order, MB
Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105, & 05-6,
FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020). The
Commission adopted new, streamlined
procedures for stations to provide
public notice of the filing of certain
applications. Stations, including
stations filing for new construction
permits or major modifications to
facilities, that were previously required
to post public notice in a local
newspaper, must now post notice
online, either on the station website or
a website affiliated with the station, its
licensee, or its parent entity, or else
must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.
Stations that are required to make on-air
announcements of the filing of certain
applications, must continue to do so,
but the announcements are shorter and
direct viewers and listeners to the
application as filed and displayed in
either the station’s Online Public
Inspection File or another Commission

database. A total of six on-air
announcements are required, at least
one per week and no more than one per
day or two per week, to be broadcast
between 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. local
time, Monday through Friday, beginning
after the application is accepted for
filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order, do not
necessitate changes to the Schedule 340,
nor do they affect the substance, burden
hours, or costs of completing the forms.
The rule changes do, however, reduce
burdens and costs associated with filing
the application.

Control Number: 3060—-0031.

Title: Application for Consent to
Assignment of Broadcast Station
Construction Permit or License, FCC
Form 314; Application for Consent to
Transfer Control of Entity Holding
Broadcast Station Construction Permit
or License, FCC Form 315; Section
73.3580, Local Public Notice of Filing of
Broadcast Applications.

Form Number: FCC Forms 314 and
315.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; Not-for-profit
institutions; State, local or Tribal
government.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 4,920 respondents and
13,160 responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.075
to 7 hours.

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirement; Third party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. Statutory
authority for this collection of
information is contained in Sections
154(i), 303(b) and 308 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 17,159 hours.

Total Annual Cost: $51,493,759.

Privacy Impact Assessment(s): No
impacts.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality and
respondents are not being asked to
submit confidential information to the
Commission.

Needs and Uses: This submission is
being made to the Office of Management
(OMB) for the approval of information
collection requirements contained in the



Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/ Notices

51707

Commission’s Reexamination of the
Comparative Standards and Procedures
for Licensing Noncommercial
Educational Broadcast Stations and Low
Power FM Stations, Report and Order,
FCC 19-127, 34 FCC Rcd 12519 (2019)
(NCE LPFM Report and Order), adopted
December 10, 2019, and released on
December 11, 2019, where the
Commission revised its rules and
procedures for considering competing
applications for new and major
modifications to noncommercial
educational full-service FM and full-
power television (NCE), and low power
FM (LPFM) broadcast stations. The
changes are designed to improve the
comparative selection and licensing
procedures, expedite the initiation of
new service to the public, eliminate
unnecessary applicant burdens, and
reduce the number of appeals of NCE
comparative licensing decisions.

First, to improve the NCE comparative
process, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order: (1) Eliminates the governing
document requirements for established
local applicants and applicants claiming
diversity points; (2) establishes a
uniform divestiture pledge policy; (3)
expands the tie-breaker criteria and
revises the procedures for allocating
time in mandatory time-sharing
situations; and (4) clarifies and modifies
the “holding period” rule.

Second, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order adopts the following changes to
the LPFM comparative process: (1)
Prohibits amendments that attempt to
cure past unauthorized station
violations; (2) authorizes time-sharing
discussions prior to tentative selectee
designations; and (3) establishes
procedures for remaining tentative
selectees following dismissal of point
aggregation time-share agreements.

Third, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order adopts the following general
changes: (1) Defines which applicant
board changes are major changes; (2)
clarifies the reasonable site assurance
requirements; (3) streamlines
construction deadline tolling
procedures and notification
requirements; (4) lengthens the LPFM
construction period; and (5) eliminates
restrictions on the assignment and
transfer of LPFM authorizations.

Specifically, pertaining to this
Information Collection and NCE and
LPFM stations, the Commission is
removing the restrictive LPFM station
three-year “holding period” certification
from CDBS Forms 314 and 315, and
revising the relevant rules, 47 CFR
73.865 and 73.7005, the forms, and
corresponding instructions, as follows:

(1) Changing all references to
“holding period” to “maintenance of

comparative qualifications,” and
requiring NCE stations awarded by the
point system to certify satisfying the
four-year “maintenance of comparative
qualifications” period;

(2) requiring LPFM applicants to
certify that it has been at least 18
months since the station’s initial
construction permit was granted in
accordance with 47 CFR 73.865(c);

(3) requiring LPFM applicants to
certify that the assignment/transfer of
the LPFM authorization satisfies the
consideration restrictions of 47 CFR
73.865(a)(1);

(4) requiring LPFM authorizations
awarded by the LPFM comparative
point system, to indicate whether the
LPFM station has operated on-air for at
least four years since grant;

(5) requiring NCE applicants to certify
that the proposed acquisition comports
with 47 CFR 73.7005(c) diversity
requirements, based on any ‘“‘diversity of
ownership” points awarded in an NCE
points system analysis.

Moreover, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order will increase the number of
applicants eligible to file FCC Forms
314 and 315 by eliminating both the
absolute prohibition on the assignment/
transfer of LPFM construction permits
and the three-year holding period
restriction on assigning LPFM licenses.
The elimination of these restrictions
will benefit the LPFM service by
increasing the likelihood that LPFM
permits will be constructed, provide
new service to communities, and help
make the LPFM stations more viable.

On May 12, 2020, the Commission
adopted Amendment of Section 73.3580
of the Commission’s Rules Regarding
Public Notice of the Filing of
Applications; Modernization of Media
Regulation Initiative; Revision of the
Public Notice Requirements of Section
73.3580, Second Report and Order, MB
Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105, & 05-6,
FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020). The
Commission adopted new, streamlined
procedures for stations to provide
public notice of the filing of certain
applications. Stations, including
commercial stations filing assignment
and transfer applications, that were
previously required to post public
notice in a local newspaper, must now
post notice online either on the station
website or a website affiliated with the
station, its licensee, or its parent entity,
or else must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.
Stations, including those filing
assignment and transfer applications,
that are required to make on-air
announcements of the filing of certain

applications, must continue to do so,
but the announcements are shorter and
direct viewers and listeners to the
application as filed and displayed in
either the station’s Online Public
Inspection File or another Commission
database. A total of six on-air
announcements are required, at least
one per week and no more than one per
day or two per week, to be broadcast
between 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. local
time, Monday through Friday, beginning
after the application is accepted for
filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order, do not
necessitate changes to the Forms 314 or
315, nor do they affect the substance,
burden hours, or costs of completing the
forms. The rule changes do, however,
reduce burdens and costs associated
with filing the application.

OMB Control Number: 3060-0110.

Title: FCC Form 2100, Application for
Renewal of Broadcast Station License,
LMS Schedule 303-S.

Form Number: FCC 2100, LMS
Schedule 303-S.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; Not for profit institutions;
State, Local or Tribal Governments.

Number of Respondent and
Responses: 5,126 respondents, 5,126
responses.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection of
information is contained in Sections
154(i), 303, 307 and 308 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, and Section 204 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.5
hours-12 hours.

Frequency of Response: Every eight-
year reporting requirement; Third party
disclosure requirement.

Total Annual Burden: 14,868 hours.

Total Annual Costs: $3,994,164.

Obligation of Response: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for the collection is contained
Sections 154(i), 303, 307 and 308 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, and Section 204 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this information collection.
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Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Needs and Uses: On May 12, 2020,
the Commission adopted Amendment of
Section 73.3580 of the Commission’s
Rules Regarding Public Notice of the
Filing of Applications; Modernization of
Media Regulation Initiative; Revision of
the Public Notice Requirements of
Section 73.3580, Second Report and
Order, MB Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105,
& 05-6, FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020).
The Commission adopted new,
streamlined procedures for stations to
provide public notice of the filing of
certain applications. Some stations that
were previously required to post public
notice in a local newspaper, must now
post notice online, either on the station
website or a website affiliated with the
station, its licensee, or its parent entity,
or else must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.
Stations that are required to make on-air
announcements of the filing of certain
applications, including applications for
the renewal of broadcast licenses, must
continue to do so, but the
announcements are shorter and direct
viewers and listeners to the application
as filed and displayed in either the
station’s Online Public Inspection File
or another Commission database. A total
of six on-air announcements are
required, at least one per week and no
more than one per day or two per week,
to be broadcast between 7:00 a.m. and
11:00 p.m. local time, Monday through
Friday, beginning after the application
is accepted for filing. The Commission
also clarified low-power FM (LPFM)
stations’ obligations to provide local
public notice, and amended section
73.801 of the rules (47 CFR 73.801,
listing FCC rules that apply to the LPFM
service) to include the local public
notice rule, 47 CFR 73.3580.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order, do not
necessitate changes to Schedule 303-S,
nor do they affect the substance, burden
hours, or costs of completing the forms.
The rule changes do, however, reduce
burdens and costs associated with filing
the application.

OMB Control Number: 3060-0213.

Title: Section 73.3525, Agreements for
Removing Application Conflicts.

Form Number: N/A.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; Not for profit institutions.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 38 respondents; 38
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 1 hour.

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirement; Third party
disclosure requirement.

Total Annual Burden: 38 hours.

Total Annual Cost: $91,200.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection of
information is contained in Sections
154(i) and 311 of the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended.

Privacy Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Needs and Uses: The Commission is
submitting this revision to the Office of
Management and Budget for approval to
remove the information collection
requirements, annual burden hours and
annual cost contained in this collection
for 47 CFR 73.3535(b). The Commission
removed this rule section when it
adopted the Amendment of Section
73.3580 of the Commission’s Rules
Regarding Public Notice of the Filing of
Applications, MB Docket No. 17-264,
FCC 20-65 on May 12, 2020.

The following information collection
requirements remain in this collection:
47 CFR Section 73.3525 states (a) except
as provided in § 73.3523 regarding
dismissal of applications in comparative
renewal proceedings, whenever
applicants for a construction permit for
a broadcast station enter into an
agreement to procure the removal of a
conflict between applications pending
before the FCC by withdrawal or
amendment of an application or by its
dismissal pursuant to § 73.3568, all
parties thereto shall, within 5 days after
entering into the agreement, file with
the FCC a joint request for approval of
such agreement. The joint request shall
be accompanied by a copy of the
agreement, including any ancillary
agreements, and an affidavit of each
party to the agreement setting forth:

(1) The reasons why it is considered
that such agreement is in the public
interest;

(2) A statement that its application
was not filed for the purpose of reaching
or carrying out such agreement;

(3) A certification that neither the
applicant nor its principals has received
any money or other consideration in
excess of the legitimate and prudent
expenses of the applicant; Provided

That this provision shall not apply to
bona fide merger agreements;

(4) The exact nature and amount of
any consideration paid or promised;

(5) An itemized accounting of the
expenses for which it seeks
reimbursement; and

(6) The terms of any oral agreement
relating to the dismissal or withdrawal
of its application.

OMB Control Number: 3060-0214.

Title: Sections 73.3526 and 73.3527,
Local Public Inspection Files; Sections
73.1212, 76.1701 and 73.1943, Political
Files.

Form Number: N/A.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for
profit entities; Not for profit institutions;
State, Local or Tribal government;
Individuals or households.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 23,984 respondents; 62,839
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 1-52
hours.

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirement, Recordkeeping
requirement, Third party disclosure
requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. Statutory
authority for these collections is
contained in Sections 151, 152, 154(i),
303, 307 and 308 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 2,043,805
hours.

Total Annual Cost: None.

Privacy Impact Assessment: The
Commission prepared a system of
records notice (SORN), FCC/MB-2,
“Broadcast Station Public Inspection
Files,” that covers the PII contained in
the broadcast station public inspection
files located on the Commission’s
website. The Commission will revise
appropriate privacy requirements as
necessary to include any entities and
information added to the online public
file in this proceeding.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
Most of the documents comprising the
public file consist of materials that are
not of a confidential nature.
Respondents complying with the
information collection requirements
may request that the information they
submit be withheld from disclosure. If
confidentiality is requested, such
requests will be processed in
accordance with the Commission’s
rules, 47 CFR 0.459.

In addition, the Commission has
adopted provisions that permit
respondents subject to the information
collection requirement for Shared
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Service Agreements to redact
confidential or proprietary information
from their disclosures.

Needs and Uses: On May 12, 2020,
the Commission adopted Amendment of
Section 73.3580 of the Commission’s
Rules Regarding Public Notice of the
Filing of Applications; Modernization of
Media Regulation Initiative; Revision of
the Public Notice Requirements of
Section 73.3580, Second Report and
Order, MB Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105,
& 05-6, FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020).
The Commission adopted new,
streamlined procedures for stations to
provide public notice of the filing of
certain applications. Stations, including
stations filing for new construction
permits or major modifications to
facilities, that were previously required
to post public notice in a local
newspaper, must now post notice
online, either on the station website or
a website affiliated with the station, its
licensee, or its parent entity, or else
must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.
Stations that are required to make on-air
announcements of the filing of certain
applications, must continue to do so,
but the announcements are shorter and
direct viewers and listeners to the
application as filed and displayed in
either the station’s Online Public
Inspection File or another Commission
database. A total of six on-air
announcements are required, at least
one per week and no more than one per
day or two per week, to be broadcast
between 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. local
time, Monday through Friday, beginning
after the application is accepted for
filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The modified information
collection requirements, revising rules
47 CFR 73.3526(e)(13) and 47 CFR
73.3527(e)(10) covering local public
notice announcements, are as follows:

47 CFR 73.3526(e)(13)—Local public
notice announcements. Each applicant
for renewal of license shall, within 7
days of the last day of broadcast of the
local public notice of filing
announcements required pursuant to
§ 73.3580(c)(3), place in the station’s
online public inspection file a statement
certifying compliance with this
requirement. The dates and times that
the on-air announcements were
broadcast shall be made part of the
certifying statement. The certifying
statement shall be retained in the public

file for the period specified in
§73.3580(e)(2) (for as long as the
application to which it refers).

47 CFR 73.3527(e)(10)—Local public
notice announcements. Each applicant
for renewal of license shall, within 7
days of the last day of broadcast of the
local public notice of filing
announcements required pursuant to
§73.3580(c)(3), place in the station’s
online public inspection file a statement
certifying compliance with this
requirement. The dates and times that
the on-air announcements were
broadcast shall be made part of the
certifying statement. The certifying
statement shall be retained in the public
file for the period specified in
§73.3580(e)(2) (for as long as the
application to which it refers).

OMB Control Number: 3060—-0405.

Title: Form 2100, Schedule 349—FM
Translator or FM Booster Station
Construction Permit Application.

Form Number: FCC Form 2100,
Schedule 349.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; State, Local or Tribal
Government; Not-for-profit institutions.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 1,250 respondents; 3,750
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.5
hours—1.5 hours.

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirement; Third party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this information collection
is contained in Sections 154(i), 303 and
308 of the Communications Act of 1934,
as amended.

Total Annual Burden: 4,050 hours.

Total Annual Cost: $4,447,539.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this information collection.

Needs and Uses: On May 12, 2020,
the Commission adopted Amendment of
Section 73.3580 of the Commission’s
Rules Regarding Public Notice of the
Filing of Applications; Modernization of
Media Regulation Initiative; Revision of
the Public Notice Requirements of
Section 73.3580, Second Report and
Order, MB Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105,
& 05—6, FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020).
The Commission adopted new,
streamlined procedures for stations to
provide public notice of the filing of
certain applications. Stations, including
stations filing for new construction
permits or major modifications to
facilities, that were previously required

to post public notice in a local
newspaper, must now post notice
online, either on the station website or
a website affiliated with the station, its
licensee, or its parent entity, or else
must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order, do not
necessitate changes to the Schedule 349,
nor do they affect the substance, burden
hours, or costs of completing the forms.
The rule changes do, however, reduce
burdens and costs associated with filing
the application.

In April 2020, the Commission
adopted a Report and Order making
certain changes to the LPFM technical
rules, to improve reception and increase
flexibility while maintaining
interference protection and the core
LPFM goals of diversity and localism.
Amendments of Parts 73 and 74 to
Improve the Low Power FM Radio
Service Technical Rules; Modernization
of Media Regulation Initiative, Report
and Order, MB Docket Nos. 19-193, 17—
105, FCC 20-53 (rel. Apr. 23, 2020)
(2020 Technical Report and Order).

LPFM stations provide a secondary,
noncommercial radio service with a
community focus. The Commission
originally designed LPFM engineering
requirements to be simple so that non-
profit organizations with limited
engineering expertise and small budgets
could readily apply for, construct, and
operate community-oriented stations
serving highly localized areas. LPFM
organizations suggested that the service
has matured and requires additional
engineering options to improve
reception. Thus, the 2020 Technical
Report and Order adopted the following
rules: Allow expanded LPFM use of
directional antennas. All LPFM stations
may use directional facilities, with
either off-the-shelf or composite
antennas, upon a satisfactory
engineering showing. Such antennas
could improve service near
international borders by allowing LPFM
stations to serve more listeners in the
United States while continuing to
protect Mexican and Canadian stations.

Redefine “Minor Changes” for LPFM
stations. An LPFM station may apply for
approval to relocate its transmitter site
without awaiting a filing window if the
change is “minor,” redefined in the
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2020 Technical Report and Order as a
move of 11.2 kilometers or less. The
2020 Technical Report and Order also
allowed proposals of greater distances to
qualify as minor if the existing and
proposed service contours overlap.

Permit LPFM Use of FM Booster
Stations. FM booster stations amplify
and retransmit a station’s signal. The
2020 Technical Report and Order
amended rules that had prohibited
LPFM stations from operating booster
stations, allowing LPFM stations to
operate an FM booster in lieu of an FM
translator when a booster would better
address unique terrain challenges.

Allow Shared Emergency Alert
System (EAS) Equipment. Co-owned,
co-located radio stations can share EAS
equipment, but this option was not
available to LPFM stations because they
cannot be co-owned. The 2020
Technical Report and Order permitted
co-located LPFM stations (particularly
those in time-share arrangements) to
share an EAS decoder pursuant to an
agreement for common access as well as
common responsibility for any EAS rule
violations, thus potentially reducing
costs.

Facilitate Waivers of Requirement to
Protect Television Stations Operating on
Channel 6. Stations on the part of the
FM band reserved for NCE use must
currently protect adjacent television
stations on Channel 6 (TV6). The 2020
Technical Report and Order deferred to
a future proceeding consideration of a
proposal to eliminate the protection of
digital television stations operating on
TV6. The 2020 Technical Report and
Order stated that until such a
proceeding is resolved, the Commission
will accept FM proposals that are short-
spaced to TV6 if the FM applicant
demonstrates no interference.
Alternatively, the 2020 Technical
Report and Order added language to the
rules allowing reserved band radio
stations to provide an agreement
indicating the concurrence of all
potentially affected digital TV6 stations.

Miscellaneous Changes. The 2020
Technical Report and Order added
language to 47 CFR 73.850 requiring
LPFM stations to notify the Commission
if they are silent for ten days and to seek
authority for silent periods over 30 days,
as required for all other broadcasters,
thus codifying a longstanding policy
that the Bureau already applies to the
LPFM service that allows it to identify
and assist LPFM stations at risk of
losing their licenses automatically
under section 312(g) of the
Communications Act.

Specifically, pertaining to this
Information Collection and FM Booster
(and LPFM) stations, the Commission is

revising the form, the corresponding
instructions, and the information
collection as follows:

(1) Permitting LPFM licensees to own
and operate FM Booster stations. The
2020 Technical Report and Order will
increase the number of applicants
eligible to file LMS Schedule 349 by
eliminating the absolute prohibition on
the cross-ownership of FM Booster
stations by LPFM licenses. The overall
number of respondents may increase
because these rule changes expand the
universe of applicants eligible to apply
for an FM Booster station construction
permit. Therefore, this submission is
being made to OMB for approval of
revised Information Collection
requirements.

OMB Control Number: 3060-0920.

Title: Form 2100, Schedule 318—Low
Power FM Station Construction Permit
Application; Report and Order in MM
Docket No. 99-25 Creation of Low
Power Radio Service; Sections 73.801,
73.807, 73.809, 73.810, 73.816, 73.827,
73.850, 73.865, 73.870, 73.871, 73.872,
73.877,73.878, 73.318, 73.1030,
73.1207, 73.1212, 73.1300, 73.1350,
73.1610, 73.1620, 73.1750, 73.1943,
73.3525, 73.3550, 73.3598, 11.61(ii).

Form No.: Form 2100, Schedule 318.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Not-for-profit
institutions; State, local or Tribal
governments.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 24,606 respondents with
multiple responses; 31,324 responses.

Estimated Time per Response: .0025—
12 hours.

Frequency of Response:
Recordkeeping requirement; On
occasion reporting requirement;
Monthly reporting requirement; Third
party disclosure requirement.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection of
information is contained in sections
154(i), 303, 308 and 325(a) of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 52,889 hours.

Total Annual Costs: $1,229,370.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: This
information collection does not affect
individuals or households; thus, there
are no impacts under the Privacy Act.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this information collection.

Needs and Uses: This submission is
being made to the Office of Management
(OMB) for the approval of information
collection requirements contained in the
Commission’s Reexamination of the
Comparative Standards and Procedures

for Licensing Noncommercial
Educational Broadcast Stations and Low
Power FM Stations, Report and Order,
FCC 19-127, 34 FCC Rcd 12519 (2019)
(NCE LPFM Report and Order), adopted
December 10, 2019, and released on
December 11, 2019, where the
Commission revised its rules and
procedures for considering competing
applications for new and major
modifications to noncommercial
educational full-service FM and full-
power television (NCE), and low power
FM (LPFM) broadcast stations. The
changes are designed to improve the
comparative selection and licensing
procedures, expedite the initiation of
new service to the public, eliminate
unnecessary applicant burdens, and
reduce the number of appeals of NCE
comparative licensing decisions.

First, to improve the NCE comparative
process, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order: (1) Eliminates the governing
document requirements for established
local applicants and applicants claiming
diversity points; (2) establishes a
uniform divestiture pledge policy; (3)
expands the tie-breaker criteria and
revises the procedures for allocating
time in mandatory time-sharing
situations; and (4) clarifies and modifies
the “holding period” rule.

Second, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order adopts the following changes to
the LPFM comparative process: (1)
Prohibits amendments that attempt to
cure past unauthorized station
violations; (2) authorizes time-sharing
discussions prior to tentative selectee
designations; and (3) establishes
procedures for remaining tentative
selectees following dismissal of point
aggregation time-share agreements.

Third, the NCE LPFM Report and
Order adopts the following general
changes: (1) Defines which applicant
board changes are major changes; (2)
clarifies the reasonable site assurance
requirements; (3) streamlines
construction deadline tolling
procedures and notification
requirements; (4) lengthens the LPFM
construction period; and (5) eliminates
restrictions on the assignment and
transfer of LPFM authorizations.

Specifically, pertaining to this
Information Collection and LPFM
stations, the Commission is revising the
relevant rules, 47 CFR Section 73.872,
the form, and corresponding
instructions, as follows:

(1) Adding a Reasonable Site
Assurance Certification in the Technical
Certifications Section of the form,
requiring the applicant to certify that it
has obtained reasonable assurance from
the tower owner or authorized
representative, that its specified site will
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be available. The revisions to the
relevant rules, and the changes to the
questions in Schedule 318 listed above
affect the substance, burden hours, and
costs of completing the Schedule 318.
Therefore, this submission is being
made to OMB for approval of revised
Information Collection requirements.
On May 12, 2020, the Commission
adopted Amendment of Section 73.3580
of the Commission’s Rules Regarding
Public Notice of the Filing of
Applications; Modernization of Media
Regulation Initiative; Revision of the
Public Notice Requirements of Section
73.3580, Second Report and Order, MB
Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105, & 05-6,
FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020). The
Commission adopted new, streamlined
procedures for stations to provide
public notice of the filing of certain
applications. Stations, including
stations filing for new construction
permits or major modifications to
facilities, that were previously required
to post public notice in a local
newspaper, must now post notice
online, either on the station website or
a website affiliated with the station, its
licensee, or its parent entity, or else
must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.
Stations that are required to make on-air
announcements of the filing of certain
applications, must continue to do so,
but the announcements are shorter and
direct viewers and listeners to the
application as filed and displayed in
either the station’s Online Public
Inspection File or another Commission
database. A total of six on-air
announcements are required, at least
one per week and no more than one per
day or two per week, to be broadcast
between 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. local
time, Monday through Friday, beginning
after the application is accepted for
filing. The Commission also clarified
LPFM stations’ obligations to provide
local public notice, and amended
section 73.801 of the rules (47 CFR
73.801, listing FCC rules that apply to
the LPFM service) to include the local
public notice rule, 47 CFR 73.3580.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order, do not
necessitate changes to the Schedule 318,
nor do they affect the substance, burden
hours, or costs of completing the forms.

The rule changes do, however, reduce
burdens and costs associated with filing
the application.

In April 2020, the Commission
adopted a Report and Order making
certain changes to the LPFM technical
rules, to improve reception and increase
flexibility while maintaining
interference protection and the core
LPFM goals of diversity and localism.
Amendments of Parts 73 and 74 to
Improve the Low Power FM Radio
Service Technical Rules; Modernization
of Media Regulation Initiative, Report
and Order, MB Docket Nos. 19-193, 17—
105, FCC 20-53 (rel. Apr. 23,
2020)(2020 Technical Report and
Order).

LPFM stations provide a secondary,
noncommercial radio service with a
community focus. The Commission
originally designed LPFM engineering
requirements to be simple so that non-
profit organizations with limited
engineering expertise and small budgets
could readily apply for, construct, and
operate community-oriented stations
serving highly localized areas. LPFM
organizations suggested that the service
has matured and requires additional
engineering options to improve
reception. Thus, the 2020 Technical
Report and Order adopted the following
rules: Allow expanded LPFM use of
directional antennas. All LPFM stations
may use directional facilities, with
either off-the-shelf or composite
antennas, upon a satisfactory
engineering showing. Such antennas
could improve service near
international borders by allowing LPFM
stations to serve more listeners in the
United States while continuing to
protect Mexican and Canadian stations.

Redefine “Minor Changes” for LPFM
stations. An LPFM station may apply for
approval to relocate its transmitter site
without awaiting a filing window if the
change is “minor,” redefined in the
2020 Technical Report and Order as a
move of 11.2 kilometers or less. The
2020 Technical Report and Order also
allowed proposals of greater distances to
qualify as minor if the existing and
proposed service contours overlap.

Permit LPFM Use of FM Booster
Stations. FM booster stations amplify
and retransmit a station’s signal. The
2020 Technical Report and Order
amended rules that had prohibited
LPFM stations from operating booster
stations, allowing LPFM stations to
operate an FM booster in lieu of an FM
translator when a booster would better
address unique terrain challenges.

Allow Shared Emergency Alert
System (EAS) Equipment. Co-owned,
co-located radio stations can share EAS
equipment, but this option was not

available to LPFM stations because they
cannot be co-owned. The 2020
Technical Report and Order permitted
co-located LPFM stations (particularly
those in time-share arrangements) to
share an EAS decoder pursuant to an
agreement for common access as well as
common responsibility for any EAS rule
violations, thus potentially reducing
costs.

Facilitate Waivers of Requirement to
Protect Television Stations Operating on
Channel 6. Stations on the part of the
FM band reserved for NCE use must
currently protect adjacent television
stations on Channel 6 (TV6). The 2020
Technical Report and Order deferred to
a future proceeding consideration of a
proposal to eliminate the protection of
digital television stations operating on
TV6. The 2020 Technical Report and
Order stated that until such a
proceeding is resolved, the Commission
will accept FM proposals that are short-
spaced to TV6 if the FM applicant
demonstrates no interference.
Alternatively, the 2020 Technical
Report and Order added language to the
rules allowing reserved band radio
stations to provide an agreement
indicating the concurrence of all
potentially affected digital TV6 stations.

Miscellaneous Changes. The 2020
Technical Report and Order added
language to 47 CFR 73.850 requiring
LPFM stations to notify the Commission
if they are silent for ten days and to seek
authority for silent periods over 30 days,
as required for all other broadcasters,
thus codifying a longstanding policy
that the Bureau already applies to the
LPFM service that allows it to identify
and assist LPFM stations at risk of
losing their licenses automatically
under section 312(g) of the
Communications Act. The 2020
Technical Report and Order also made
several non-substantive changes to
remove duplicative and out-of-date
information.

Specifically, pertaining to this
Information Collection and LPFM
stations, the Commission is revising the
relevant rules, 47 CFR 73.816, 73.850,
and 73.870, the form, and corresponding
instructions, as follows:

(1) Adding an Antenna Type question
in the Technical Certifications Section
of the form, requiring the applicant to
describe the proposed antenna type
(directional or non-directional).
Applicants proposing a directional
antenna (as now permitted by section
73.816) must complete a data table,
providing relative field values for every
10 degrees on the unit circle.

(2) Modifying section 73.850 to clarify
that LPFM stations must, like other
broadcast stations, notify the
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Commission if they temporarily stop
broadcasting. The rules require radio
stations to notify the Commission
within 10 days of temporarily
discontinuing operations and to obtain
Commission authorization if the
discontinued operations last beyond 30
days.

(3) Redefining the types of LPFM
facility changes that qualify as “minor”
(in section 73.870), to provide
additional flexibility for LPFM stations
to relocate their facilities.

The revisions to the relevant rules,
and the changes to the questions in
Schedule 318 listed above affect the
substance, burden hours, and costs of
completing the Schedule 318. Therefore,
this submission is being made to OMB
for approval of revised Information
Collection requirements.

OMB Control No.: 3060—-0932.

Title: FCC Form 2100, Application for
Media Bureau Audio and Video Service
Authorization, Schedule E (Former FCC
Form 301-CA); 47 CFR Sections
73.3700(b)(1)(i)-(v) and (vii), (b)(2)(i)
and (ii); 47 CFR Section 73.6028; 47
CFR Section 74.793(d).

Form No.: FCC Form 2100, Schedule
E (Application for Media Bureau Audio
and Video Service Authorization)
(Former FCC Form 301-CA).

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved information
collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities; Not for profit institutions;
State, Local or Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 745 respondents and 745
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 2.25
hours—6 hours.

Frequency of Response: One-time
reporting requirement; On occasion
reporting requirement; Third party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection is contained
in 47 U.S.C. 151, 154(i), 157 and 309(j)
as amended; Middle Class Tax Relief
and Job Creation Act of 2012, Public
Law 112-96, 6402 (codified at 47 U.S.C.
309(j)(8)(G)), 6403 (codified at 47 U.S.C.
1452), 126 Stat. 156 (2012) (Spectrum
Act) and the Community Broadcasters
Protection Act of 1999.

Total Annual Burden: 6,146 hours.

Annual Cost Burden: $4,334,902.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Needs and Uses: FCC Form 2100,
Schedule E (formerly FCC Form 301—
CA) is to be used in all cases by a Class

A television station licensee seeking to
make changes in the authorized
facilities of such station. FCC Form
2100, Schedule E requires applicants to
certify compliance with certain
statutory and regulatory requirements.
Detailed instructions on the FCC Form
2100, Schedule E provide additional
information regarding Commission rules
and policies. FCC Form 2100, Schedule
E is presented primarily in a “Yes/No”
certification format. However, it
contains appropriate places for
submitting explanations and exhibits
where necessary or appropriate. Each
certification constitutes a material
representation. Applicants may only
mark the “Yes” certification when they
are certain that the response is correct.
A “No” response is required if the
applicant is requesting a waiver of a
pertinent rule and/or policy, or where
the applicant is uncertain that the
application fully satisfies the pertinent
rule and/or policy. FCC Form 2100,
Schedule E filings made to implement
post-auction channel changes will be
considered minor change applications.

Class A applications for a major
change are subject to third party
disclosure requirement of Section
73.3580, which requires local public
notice that the application has been
accepted for filing. Notice is given by an
applicant posting notice of the
application filing on its station website,
its licensee website, its parent entity
website, or on a publicly accessible,
locally targeted website, for 30
consecutive days beginning within five
business days of acceptance of the
application for filing. The online notice
must link to a copy of the application
as filed in the Commission’s LMS
licensing database.

On May 12, 2020, the Commission
adopted Amendment of Section 73.3580
of the Commission’s Rules Regarding
Public Notice of the Filing of
Applications; Modernization of Media
Regulation Initiative; Revision of the
Public Notice Requirements of Section
73.3580, Second Report and Order, MB
Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105, & 05-6,
FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020). The
Commission adopted new, streamlined
procedures for stations to provide
public notice of the filing of certain
applications. Stations, including Class A
television stations filing for new
construction permits or major
modifications to facilities, that were
previously required to post public
notice in a local newspaper, must now
post notice online, either on the station
website or a website affiliated with the
station, its licensee, or its parent entity,
or else must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for

30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order do not
necessitate changes to the Form 2100,
Schedule E, nor do they affect the
substance, burden hours, or costs of
completing the forms. The rule changes
do, however, reduce burdens and costs
associated with filing the application.

OMB Control Number: 3060-1133.

Title: Application for Permit to
Deliver Programs to Foreign Broadcast
Stations (FCC Form 308); 47 CFR
Section 73.3545 and 73.3580.

Form No.: FCC Form 308.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved information
collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 26 respondents; 48
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.5
hours-2 hours.

Obligation To Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection is contained
in Section 325(c) of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 40 hours.

Annual Cost Burden: $18,642.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
In general, there is no need for
confidentiality with this collection of
information.

Needs and Uses: On May 12, 2020,
the Commission adopted Amendment of
Section 73.3580 of the Commission’s
Rules Regarding Public Notice of the
Filing of Applications; Modernization of
Media Regulation Initiative; Revision of
the Public Notice Requirements of
Section 73.3580, Second Report and
Order, MB Docket Nos. 17-254, 17-105,
& 05-6, FCC 20-65 (rel. May 13, 2020).
The Commission adopted new,
streamlined procedures for stations to
provide public notice of the filing of
certain applications. Stations, including
stations filing FCC Form 308, that were
previously required to post public
notice in a local newspaper, must now
post notice online, either on the station
website or a website affiliated with the
station, its licensee, or its parent entity,
or else must post notice on a publicly
accessible, locally targeted website, for
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30 continuous days following
acceptance of the application for filing.

This submission is being made to
OMB for approval of the modified third-
party disclosure requirements for this
Information Collection, as adopted in
the 2020 Public Notice Second Report
and Order. The changes pertaining to
this Information Collection and to 47
CFR 73.3580 adopted in the 2020 Public
Notice Second Report and Order do not
necessitate changes to FCC Form 308,
nor do they affect the substance, burden
hours, or costs of completing the forms.
The rule changes do, however, reduce
burdens and costs associated with filing
the application.

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary, Office of the Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2020-18319 Filed 8—-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System.

ACTION: Notice, request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System (Board) invites
comment on a proposal to extend for
three years, with revision, the Reporting
Requirements Associated with
Regulation XX (FR XX; OMB No. 7100—
0363) and the Financial Company (as
defined) Report of Consolidated
Liabilities (FR XX-1; OMB No. 7100-
0363).

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before October 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by FR XX or FR XX-1, by any
of the following methods:

e Agency website: https://
www.federalreserve.gov/. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments at
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
foia/proposedregs.aspx.

e Email: regs.comments@
federalreserve.gov. Include the OMB
number in the subject line of the
message.

e Fax:(202) 452—-3819 or (202) 452—
3102.

e Mail: Ann E. Misback, Secretary,
Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, 20th Street and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20551.

All public comments are available
from the Board’s website at https://
www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/

proposedregs.aspx as submitted, unless
modified for technical reasons or to
remove personally identifiable
information at the commenter’s request.
Accordingly, comments will not be
edited to remove any identifying or
contact information. Public comments
may also be viewed electronically or in
paper in Room 146, 1709 New York
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006,
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on
weekdays. For security reasons, the
Board requires that visitors make an
appointment to inspect comments. You
may do so by calling (202) 452—-3684.
Upon arrival, visitors will be required to
present valid government-issued photo
identification and to submit to security
screening in order to inspect and
photocopy comments.

Additionally, commenters may send a
copy of their comments to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) Desk
Officer—Shagufta Ahmed—Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC
20503, or by fax to (202) 395-6974.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A
copy of the Paperwork Reduction Act
(PRA) OMB submission, including the
reporting form and instructions,
supporting statement, and other
documentation will be placed into
OMB’s public docket files, if approved.
These documents will also be made
available on the Board’s public website
at https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
reportforms/review.aspx or may be
requested from the agency clearance
officer, whose name appears below.
Federal Reserve Board Clearance
Officer—Nuha Elmaghrabi—Office of
the Chief Data Officer, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, Washington, DC 20551, (202)
452-3829.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
15, 1984, OMB delegated to the Board
authority under the PRA to approve and
assign OMB control numbers to
collections of information conducted or
sponsored by the Board. In exercising
this delegated authority, the Board is
directed to take every reasonable step to
solicit comment. In determining
whether to approve a collection of
information, the Board will consider all
comments received from the public and
other agencies.

Request for Comment on Information
Collection Proposal

The Board invites public comment on
the following information collection,
which is being reviewed under
authority delegated by the OMB under

the PRA. Comments are invited on the
following:

a. Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the Board’s functions,
including whether the information has
practical utility;

b. The accuracy of the Board’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
information collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

c. Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected;

d. Ways to minimize the burden of
information collection on respondents,
including through the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and

e. Estimates of capital or startup costs
and costs of operation, maintenance,
and purchase of services to provide
information.

At the end of the comment period, the
comments and recommendations
received will be analyzed to determine
the extent to which the Board should
modify the proposal.

Proposal Under OMB Delegated
Authority To Extend for Three Years,
With Revision, the Following
Information Collection

Report title: Reporting Requirements
Associated With Regulation XX;
Financial Company (As Defined) Report
of Consolidated Liabilities.

Agency form number: FR XX; FR XX—
1.

OMB control number: 7100-0363.

Frequency: Event-generated; annual.

Respondents: Insured depository
institutions, bank holding companies,
savings and loan holding companies,
any other companies that control
insured depository institutions,
nonbank financial companies
designated by the Financial Stability
Oversight Council (Council) for
supervision by the Board, or foreign
banks or companies that are treated as
a bank holding company for purposes of
the Bank Holding Company Act of 1956
(BHC Act); Certain financial companies
that do not otherwise report
consolidated financial information to
the Board or another Federal banking
agency.

Estimated number of respondents: FR
XX (Section 251.3(e))-1; FR XX
(Sections 251.4(b) and (c))-1; FR XX-1—
37.

Estimated average hours per response:
FR XX (Section 251.3(e))-6; FR XX
(Sections 251.4(b) and (c))-20; FR XX~
1-2.

Estimated annual burden hours: FR
XX (Section 251.3(e))-6; FR XX


https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/review.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/review.aspx
mailto:regs.comments@federalreserve.gov
mailto:regs.comments@federalreserve.gov
https://www.federalreserve.gov/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
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(Sections 251.4(b) and (c))-20; FR XX~
1-74.

General description of report: The
Board’s Regulation XX—Concentration
Limit (12 CFR part 251) implements
section 14 of the BHC Act,* which
establishes a financial sector
concentration limit that generally
prohibits a financial company from
merging or consolidating with, or
otherwise acquiring, another company if
the resulting company’s liabilities upon
consummation would exceed 10 percent
of the aggregate liabilities of all financial
companies (a covered acquisition).
Under section 14 of the BHC Act and
Regulation XX, a financial company
means (1) an insured depository
institution, (2) a bank holding company,
(3) a savings and loan holding company,
(4) any other company that controls an
insured depository institution, (5) a
nonbank financial company designated
by the Council for supervision by the
Board, or (6) a foreign bank or company
that is treated as a bank holding
company for purposes of the BHC Act.
Regulation XX includes certain
reporting requirements that apply to
financial companies, and the FR XX-1
collects information from certain
financial companies that do not
otherwise report consolidated financial
information to the Board or another
Federal banking agency.

Proposed revisions: The Board
proposes to revise the FR XX to account
for the reporting provision located at
section 251.3(e). This provision of the
regulation implements the Council’s
recommendation to allow a financial
company that does not use U.S.
generally accepted accounting
principles (GAAP) to use another
appropriate accounting standard or
method of estimation for determining
compliance with section 14 of the BHC
Act, while ensuring that the Board has
an opportunity to review the
appropriateness of the company’s
proposed approach.

The Board proposes to revise the due
date for the FR XX~1 report. The FR
XX-1 implements section 251.6(a) of
Regulation XX, which requires a
financial company that does not
otherwise report consolidated financial
information to the Board or another
Federal banking agency to report to the
Board its consolidated liabilities as of
the previous calendar year-end.
Regulation XX provides that this report
must be submitted by March 31 of each
year. However, the instructions to the
FR XX-1 currently state that the report
must be submitted 90 calendar days
after the December 31 as of date or, if

112 U.S.C. 1852.

the submission deadline falls on a
weekend or holiday, the first business
day after the weekend or holiday. Under
these instructions, the FR XX-1 could
be due prior to March 31 (in a leap year)
or after March 31 (if March 31 falls on

a weekend or holiday). In order to
ensure that the due date of the FR XX~
1 coincides with the date set forth in
Regulation XX, the Board proposes to
revise the FR XX-1 so that it is due by
March 31 of the year following the
December 31 as of date.

Legal authorization and
confidentiality: The FR XX and the FR
XX-1 are authorized by section 14 of the
BHC Act, which, in relevant part,
expressly authorizes the Board to issue
“regulations implementing this section”
and “interpretations or guidance
regarding the application of this section
to an individual financial company or to
financial companies in general” (12
U.S.C. 1852(d)). The Board also has the
authority to require reports from bank
holding companies (12 U.S.C. 1844(c)),
savings and loan holding companies (12
U.S.C. 1467a(b) and (g)), state member
banks (12 U.S.C. 248(a) and 324), and
state-licensed branches and agencies of
foreign banks, other than insured
branches (12 U.S.C. 3105(c)(2)). The
obligation to respond is mandatory.

Individual respondents may request
that information submitted to the Board
through the FR XX or FR XX~1 be kept
confidential. If a respondent requests
confidential treatment, the Board will
determine whether the information is
entitled to confidential treatment on a
case-by-case basis. To the extent a
respondent submits nonpublic
commercial or financial information in
connection with the FR XX or FR XX~
1, which is both customarily and
actually treated as private by the
respondent, the respondent may request
confidential treatment pursuant to
exemption 4 of the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C.
552(b)(4)). The entity should separately
designate such information as
“confidential commercial information”
or “confidential financial information”
as appropriate, and the Board will treat
such designated information as
confidential to the extent permitted by
law, including the FOIA.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, August 17, 2020.

Michele Taylor Fennell,

Assistant Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 2020-18373 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Announcement of Board
Approval Under Delegated Authority
and Submission to OMB

AGENCY: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System.

SUMMARY: The Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System (Board) is
adopting a proposal to extend for three
years, without revision, the Notification
of Nonfinancial Data Processing
Activities (FR 4021; OMB No. 7100—
0306).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Federal Reserve Board Clearance
Officer—Nuha Elmaghrabi—Office of
the Chief Data Officer, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, Washington, DC 20551, (202)
452-3829. Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) Desk Officer—Shagufta
Ahmed—Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC
20503, or by fax to (202) 395-6974.

A copy of the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) OMB submission, including
the reporting form and instructions,
supporting statement, and other
documentation will be placed into
OMB’s public docket files. These
documents also are available on the
Federal Reserve Board’s public website
at https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
reportforms/review.aspx or may be
requested from the agency clearance
officer, whose name appears above.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
15, 1984, OMB delegated to the Board
authority under the PRA to approve and
assign OMB control numbers to
collections of information conducted or
sponsored by the Board. Board-
approved collections of information are
incorporated into the official OMB
inventory of currently approved
collections of information. Copies of the
PRA Submission, supporting
statements, and approved collection of
information instrument(s) are placed
into OMB’s public docket files.

Final Approval Under OMB Delegated
Authority of the Extension for Three
Years, Without Revision, of the
Following Information Collection

Report title: Notification of
Nonfinancial Data Processing Activities.

Agency form number: FR 4021.

OMB control number: 7100-0306.

Frequency: As needed.

Respondents: Bank holding
companies (BHCs).

Estimated number of respondents: 1.


https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/review.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/review.aspx
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Estimated average hours per response:
2.

Estimated annual burden hours: 2.

General description of report: The FR
4021 consists of the notice that BHCs
may file to request permission to
administer the Regulation Y revenue
limit on nonfinancial data processing
activities on a business-line or multiple-
entity basis. A BHC may submit such a
request to the Board’s General Counsel
in letter form. The request should
describe the structure of the requesting
BHC’s data processing operations, the
methodology the BHC proposes to use to
administer the 49-percent revenue limit,
and the reasons why the BHC believes
that the proposed methodology is
appropriate.

Legal authorization and
confidentiality: The Board is authorized
to collect the information associated
with the notification process from BHCs
pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 1843(c)(8) and (k).
The submission of the notification
(request) associated with the FR 4021 is
required to obtain a benefit. To the
extent a BHC submits nonpublic
commercial or financial information in
connection with the FR 4021, which is
both customarily and actually treated as
private by the BHC, the BHC may
request confidential treatment pursuant
to exemption 4 of the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C.
552(b)(4). The entity should separately
designate such information as
“confidential commercial information”
or “confidential financial information,”
as appropriate, and the Board will treat
such designated information as
confidential to the extent permitted by
law, including the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552.

Current actions: On February 4, 2020,
the Board published a notice in the
Federal Register (85 FR 6181)
requesting public comment for 60 days
on the extension, without revision, of
the FR 4021. The comment period for
this notice expired on April 6, 2020.
The Board did not receive any
comments.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, August 17, 2020.

Michele Taylor Fennell,

Assistant Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 2020-18370 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Announcement of
Temporary Approval by the Board
Under Delegated Authority and
Submission to OMB

AGENCY: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System.

ACTION: Temporary approval of
information collection, request for
comment.

SUMMARY: The Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System (Board) has
temporarily revised the Reporting
Requirements Associated with
Emergency Lending Under Section 13(3)
(FR A; OMB No. 7100-0373), pursuant
to the authority delegated to the Board
by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB).

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before October 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by FR A, by any of the
following methods:

e Agency website: https://
www.federalreserve.gov/. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments at
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
foia/proposedregs.aspx.

e Email: regs.comments@
federalreserve.gov. Include the OMB
number in the subject line of the
message.

e Fax:(202) 452—-3819 or (202) 452—
3102.

e Mail: Ann E. Misback, Secretary,
Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, 20th Street and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20551.

All public comments are available
from the Board’s website at https://
www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/
proposedregs.aspx as submitted, unless
modified for technical reasons or to
remove personally identifiable
information at the commenter’s request.
Accordingly, comments will not be
edited to remove any identifying or
contact information. Public comments
may also be viewed electronically or in
paper in Room 146, 1709 New York
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006,
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on
weekdays. For security reasons, the
Board requires that visitors make an
appointment to inspect comments. You
may do so by calling (202) 452—-3684.
Upon arrival, visitors will be required to
present valid government-issued photo
identification and to submit to security
screening in order to inspect and
photocopy comments.

Additionally, commenters may send a
copy of their comments to the Office of

Management and Budget (OMB) Desk
Officer—Shagufta Ahmed—Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC
20503, or by fax to (202) 395-6974.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Federal Reserve Board Clearance
Officer—Nuha Elmaghrabi—Office of
the Chief Data Officer, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, Washington, DC 20551, (202)
452-3829. OMB Desk Officer—Shagufta
Ahmed—Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC
20503, or by fax to (202) 395-6974.

A copy of the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) OMB submission, including
the reporting form and instructions,
supporting statement, and other
documentation will be placed into
OMB’s public docket files. These
documents also are available on the
Federal Reserve Board’s public website
at https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
reportforms/review.aspx or may be
requested from the agency clearance
officer, whose name appears above.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
15, 1984, OMB delegated to the Board
authority under the PRA to approve and
assign OMB control numbers to
collections of information conducted or
sponsored by the Board. In exercising
this delegated authority, the Board is
directed to take every reasonable step to
solicit comment. In determining
whether to approve a collection of
information, the Board will consider all
comments received from the public and
other agencies. Pursuant to its delegated
authority, the Board may temporarily
approve a revision to a collection of
information, without providing
opportunity for public comment, if the
Board determines that a change in an
existing collection must be instituted
quickly and that public participation in
the approval process would defeat the
purpose of the collection or
substantially interfere with the Board’s
ability to perform its statutory
obligation.

As discussed below, the Board has
made certain temporary revisions to the
FR A information collection. The
Board’s delegated authority requires that
the Board, after temporarily approving a
collection, publish a notice soliciting
public comment. Therefore, the Board is
also inviting comment on a proposal to
extend the FR A information collection
for three years, with these revisions.


https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/review.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/review.aspx
mailto:regs.comments@federalreserve.gov
mailto:regs.comments@federalreserve.gov
https://www.federalreserve.gov/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
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Request for Comment on Information
Collection Proposal

The Board invites public comment on
the following information collection,
which is being reviewed under
authority delegated by the OMB under
the PRA. Comments are invited on the
following:

a. Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the Board’s functions,
including whether the information has
practical utility;

b. The accuracy of the Board’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
information collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

c. Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected;

d. Ways to minimize the burden of
information collection on respondents,
including through the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and

e. Estimates of capital or startup costs
and costs of operation, maintenance,
and purchase of services to provide
information.

At the end of the comment period, the
comments and recommendations
received will be analyzed to determine
the extent to which the Board should
modify the proposal.

Approval Under OMB Delegated
Authority of the Temporary Revision of
the Following Information Collection

Report title: Reporting Requirements
Associated with Emergency Lending
Under Section 13(3).

Agency form number: FR A.

OMB control number: 7100—0373.

Frequency: Event-generated.

Respondents: Entities or persons
borrowing under an emergency lending
program or facility established pursuant
to section 13(3) of the Federal Reserve
Act.

Estimated number of respondents: FR
A-1:5,964; FR A-2:4,123; FR A-3:
13,200.

Estimated average hours per response:
FR A—1: 8 hours; FR A—2: 40 hours; FR
A-3, Lender per-loan certifications: 2
hours; FR A-3, Borrower certifications:
8 hours.

Estimated annual burden hours:
312,656.

General description of report: The
Board’s Regulation A (12 CFR part 201)
establishes policies and procedures with
respect to emergency lending under
section 13(3) of the Federal Reserve Act,
as required by sections 1101 and 1103
of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act.

Regulation A requires that borrowers
make two certifications in order to
participate in any emergency lending
authorized under section 13(3). These
certifications, designated in this
information collection as FR A-1,
include that the borrowers are not
insolvent and that they cannot obtain
adequate credit accommodation.

In addition to these certifications, the
Board may establish additional
certification requirements for an
individual emergency lending facility.
The second part of the FR A information
collection, the FR A-2, pertains to
reporting requirements associated with
individual facilities that are related to
requirements of the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act
(CARES Act). The third part of FR A,
designated as the FR A-3, pertains to
reporting requirements specific to the
Main Street Expanded Loan Facility, the
Main Street New Loan Facility, the
Main Street Priority Loan Facility, the
Nonprofit Organization Expanded Loan
Facility, and the Nonprofit Organization
New Loan Facility (collectively, the
“Main Street Lending Program”).

Legal authorization and
confidentiality: The FR A is authorized
pursuant to section 13(3) of the Federal
Reserve Act, which sets out
requirements for emergency lending.
The obligation to respond is required to
obtain a benefit.

The information collected under the
FR A may be kept confidential under
exemption 4 of the Freedom of
Information Act, which protects
commercial or financial information
obtained from a person that is privileged
or confidential.

Current actions: The Board is revising
the FR A information collection to
reflect the establishment of the
Nonprofit Organization Expanded Loan
Facility and Nonprofit Organization
New Loan Facility as part of the Main
Street Lending Program. Board staff
have coordinated with staff from
Treasury and the Federal Reserve Banks
to develop certifications that borrowers
and lenders will be required to complete
to participate in the NOELF and
NONLF. These certifications are
substantially similar to the certifications
that have been developed for the other
facilities in the Main Street Lending
Program. Borrowers and lenders will be
required to certify that the participating
borrowers, lenders, and loans meet each
of the eligibility requirements of the
specific facility. Borrowers will also be
required to certify that they have
provided documentation to lenders
related to certain eligibility
requirements. The FR A respondent
counts for all parts of the information

collection are being revised to reflect
these new facilities and updated
estimates of the Main Street Lending
Program.

Detailed Discussion of Public
Comments: On March 2, 2020, the Board
published a notice in the Federal
Register (85 FR 12295) requesting
public comment for 60 days on the
extension, without revision, of the FR A.
One comment was received; it did not
address aspects of the information
collection as described in 5 CFR
1320.8(d). On May 15, 2020, following
the temporary approval of a first set of
revisions to the FR A, the Board
published a Federal Register notice (85
FR 29447) requesting public comment
for 60 days on those temporary
revisions. On June 4, 2020, following
the temporary approval of a second set
of revisions to the FR A, the Board
published a Federal Register notice (85
FR 34448) requesting public comment
for 60 days on those temporary
revisions. Comments in response to all
of those requests for comment are
expected to be considered, along with
any comments received in response to
this request for comment.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, August 17, 2020.

Michele Taylor Fennell,

Assistant Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 202018372 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System.

ACTION: Notice, request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System (Board) invites
comment on a proposal to extend for
three years, without revision, the
Recordkeeping Requirements
Associated with the Real Estate Lending
Standards Regulation for State Member
Banks.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before October 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by FR H-5, by any of the
following methods:

e Agency website: https://
www.federalreserve.gov/. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments at
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
foia/proposedregs.aspx.

e Email: regs.comments@
federalreserve.gov. Include the OMB
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number in the subject line of the
message.

e Fax:(202) 452—3819 or (202) 452—
3102.

e Mail: Ann E. Misback, Secretary,
Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, 20th Street and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20551.

All public comments are available
from the Board’s website at https://
www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/
proposedregs.aspx as submitted, unless
modified for technical reasons or to
remove personally identifiable
information at the commenter’s request.
Accordingly, comments will not be
edited to remove any identifying or
contact information. Public comments
may also be viewed electronically or in
paper in Room 146, 1709 New York
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006,
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on
weekdays. For security reasons, the
Board requires that visitors make an
appointment to inspect comments. You
may do so by calling (202) 452—-3684.
Upon arrival, visitors will be required to
present valid government-issued photo
identification and to submit to security
screening in order to inspect and
photocopy comments.

Additionally, commenters may send a
copy of their comments to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) Desk
Officer—Shagufta Ahmed—Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC
20503, or by fax to (202) 395-6974.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A
copy of the Paperwork Reduction Act
(PRA) OMB submission, including the
reporting form and instructions,
supporting statement, and other
documentation will be placed into
OMB’s public docket files, if approved.
These documents will also be made
available on the Board’s public website
at https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
reportforms/review.aspx or may be
requested from the agency clearance
officer, whose name appears below.
Federal Reserve Board Clearance
Officer—Nuha Elmaghrabi—Office of
the Chief Data Officer, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, Washington, DC 20551, (202)
452-3829.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
15, 1984, OMB delegated to the Board
authority under the PRA to approve and
assign OMB control numbers to
collections of information conducted or
sponsored by the Board. In exercising
this delegated authority, the Board is
directed to take every reasonable step to

solicit comment. In determining
whether to approve a collection of
information, the Board will consider all
comments received from the public and
other agencies.

Request for Comment on Information
Collection Proposal

The Board invites public comment on
the following information collection,
which is being reviewed under
authority delegated by the OMB under
the PRA. Comments are invited on the
following:

a. Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the Board’s functions,
including whether the information has
practical utility;

b. The accuracy of the Board’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
information collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

c. Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected;

d. Ways to minimize the burden of
information collection on respondents,
including through the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and

e. Estimates of capital or startup costs
and costs of operation, maintenance,
and purchase of services to provide
information.

At the end of the comment period, the
comments and recommendations
received will be analyzed to determine
the extent to which the Board should
modify the proposal.

Proposal Under OMB Delegated
Authority To Extend for Three Years,
Without Revision, the Following
Information Collection

Report title: Recordkeeping
Requirements Associated with the Real
Estate Lending Standards Regulation for
State Member Banks.

Agency form number: FR H-5.

OMB control number: 7100-0261.

Frequency: Policy statement,
annually; policy statement (de novo),
annually; recordkeeping for loans with
loan-to-value (LTV’s) that exceed
supervisory limits and maintaining a
system of review, quarterly.

Respondents: State member banks.

Estimated number of respondents:
754.

Estimated average hours per response:

Policy statement, 5 hours; policy
statement (de novo), 20 hours;
recordkeeping for loans with LTV’s that
exceed supervisory limits and
maintaining a system of review, 5 hours.
Estimated annual burden hours:
Policy statement, 3,770 hours; policy

statement (de novo), 20 hours;
recordkeeping for loans with LTV’s that
exceed supervisory limits and
maintaining a system of review, 15,080
hours.

General description of report:
Pursuant to the Board’s Regulation H,
state member banks (SMBs) must adopt
and maintain a written real estate
lending policy. Additionally, this
information collection includes certain
voluntary recordkeeping provisions in
the Interagency Guidelines for Real
Estate Lending Policies (Guidelines).?

Legal authorization and
confidentiality: The FR H-5 is
authorized by section 304 of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation
Improvement Act of 1991 (FDICIA),2
which provides that “each appropriate
Federal banking agency shall adopt
uniform regulations prescribing
standards for extensions of credit that
are—(A) secured by liens on interests in
real estate; or (B) made for the purpose
of financing the construction of a
building or other improvements to real
estate.” 3 The recordkeeping
requirement contained in the Board’s
Regulation H is mandatory. The
recordkeeping provisions in the
Guidelines are voluntary, as the
Guidelines are nonbinding guidance.

Because these records would be
maintained at each banking
organization, the Freedom of
Information Act (“FOIA”) would only
be implicated if the Board obtained such
records as part of the examination or
supervision of a banking organization.
In the event the records are obtained by
the Board as part of an examination or
supervision of a financial institution,
this information may be considered
confidential pursuant to exemption 8 of
the FOIA, which protects information
contained in “examination, operating,
or condition reports” obtained in the
bank supervisory process.4 In addition,
the information may also be kept
confidential under exemption 4 of the
FOIA, which protects “commercial or
financial information obtained from a
person [that is] privileged or
confidential.” 5

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, August 17, 2020.

Michele Taylor Fennell,

Assistant Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 2020-18371 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

1 See 12 CFR part 208, Appendix C.

212 U.S.C. 1828(0).

312 U.S.C. 1828(0)(1). The Board also has the
authority to require reports from state member
banks (12 U.S.C. 248(a) and 324).

45 U.S.C. 552(b)(8).

55 U.S.C. 552(b)(4).


https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/proposedregs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/review.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/review.aspx

51718

Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/ Notices

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Notice of Proposals To Engage in or
To Acquire Companies Engaged in
Permissible Nonbanking Activities

The companies listed in this notice
have given notice under section 4 of the
Bank Holding Company Act (12 U.S.C.
1843) (BHC Act) and Regulation Y, (12
CFR part 225) to engage de novo, or to
acquire or control voting securities or
assets of a company, including the
companies listed below, that engages
either directly or through a subsidiary or
other company, in a nonbanking activity
that is listed in § 225.28 of Regulation Y
(12 CFR 225.28) or that the Board has
determined by Order to be closely
related to banking and permissible for
bank holding companies. Unless
otherwise noted, these activities will be
conducted throughout the United States.

The public portions of the
applications listed below, as well as
other related filings required by the
Board, if any, are available for
immediate inspection at the Federal
Reserve Bank(s) indicated below and at
the offices of the Board of Governors.
This information may also be obtained
on an expedited basis, upon request, by
contacting the appropriate Federal
Reserve Bank and from the Board’s
Freedom of Information Office at
https://www.federalreserve.gov/foia/
request.htm. Interested persons may
express their views in writing on the
question whether the proposal complies
with the standards of section 4 of the
BHC Act.

Unless otherwise noted, comments
regarding the applications must be
received at the Reserve Bank indicated
or the offices of the Board of Governors,
Ann E. Misback, Secretary of the Board,
20th Street and Constitution Avenue
NW, Washington, DC 20551-0001, not
later than September 8, 2020.

A. Federal Reserve Bank of
Minneapolis (Chris P. Wangen,
Assistant Vice President), 90 Hennepin
Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota
55480-0291:

1. Welcome Bancshares, Inc.,
Welcome, Minnesota; to engage, de
novo, in extending credit and servicing
loans pursuant to section 225.28(b)(1) of
Regulation Y.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, August 18, 2020.

Yao-Chin Chao,

Assistant Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 2020-18406 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System.
ACTION: Notice, request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System (Board) invites
comment on a proposal to extend for
three years, without revision, the
Application for Exemption from
Prohibited Service at Savings and Loan
Holding Companies (FR LL—-12; OMB
No. 7100-0338).

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before October 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by FR LL-12, by any of the
following methods:

e Agency website: https://
www.federalreserve.gov/. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments at
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
foia/proposedregs.aspx.

o Email: regs.comments@
federalreserve.gov. Include the OMB
number in the subject line of the
message.

e Fax:(202) 452-3819 or (202) 452—
3102.

e Mail: Ann E. Misback, Secretary,
Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, 20th Street and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20551.

All public comments are available
from the Board’s website at https://
www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/
proposedregs.aspx as submitted, unless
modified for technical reasons or to
remove personally identifiable
information at the commenter’s request.
Accordingly, comments will not be
edited to remove any identifying or
contact information. Public comments
may also be viewed electronically or in
paper in Room 146, 1709 New York
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006,
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on
weekdays. For security reasons, the
Board requires that visitors make an
appointment to inspect comments. You
may do so by calling (202) 452—-3684.
Upon arrival, visitors will be required to
present valid government-issued photo
identification and to submit to security
screening in order to inspect and
photocopy comments.

Additionally, commenters may send a
copy of their comments to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) Desk
Officer—Shagufta Ahmed—Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,

725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC
20503, or by fax to (202) 395—-6974.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A
copy of the Paperwork Reduction Act
(PRA) OMB submission, including the
reporting form and instructions,
supporting statement, and other
documentation will be placed into
OMB’s public docket files, if approved.
These documents will also be made
available on the Board’s public website
at https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
reportforms/review.aspx or may be
requested from the agency clearance
officer, whose name appears below.

Federal Reserve Board Clearance
Officer—Nuha Elmaghrabi—Office of
the Chief Data Officer, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, Washington, DC 20551, (202)
452-3829.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
15, 1984, OMB delegated to the Board
authority under the PRA to approve and
assign OMB control numbers to
collections of information conducted or
sponsored by the Board. In exercising
this delegated authority, the Board is
directed to take every reasonable step to
solicit comment. In determining
whether to approve a collection of
information, the Board will consider all
comments received from the public and
other agencies.

Request for Comment on Information
Collection Proposal

The Board invites public comment on
the following information collection,
which is being reviewed under
authority delegated by the OMB under
the PRA. Comments are invited on the
following:

a. Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the Board’s functions,
including whether the information has
practical utility;

b. The accuracy of the Board’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
information collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

c. Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected;

d. Ways to minimize the burden of
information collection on respondents,
including through the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and

e. Estimates of capital or startup costs
and costs of operation, maintenance,
and purchase of services to provide
information.

At the end of the comment period, the
comments and recommendations
received will be analyzed to determine
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the extent to which the Board should
modify the proposal.

Proposal Under OMB Delegated
Authority to Extend for Three Years,
Without Revision, the Following
Information Collection

Report title: Application for
Exemption from Prohibited Service at
Savings and Loan Holding Companies.

Agency form number: FR LL-12.

OMB control number: 7100-0338.

Frequency: As needed.

Respondents: Savings and loan
holding companies (SLHCs) and
prohibited persons that seek to
participate in the affairs of an SLHC.

Estimated number of respondents:
Individuals: 43; SLHCs: 2.

Estimated average hours per response:
Individuals: 16 hours; SLHCs: 16 hours.

Estimated annual burden hours:
Individuals: 688 hours; SLHCs: 32
hours; total: 720 hours.

General description of report: The
Federal Deposit Insurance (FDI) Act and
the Board’s Regulation LL (12 CFR part
238) prohibit individuals who have
been convicted of certain criminal
offenses or who have agreed to enter
into a pretrial diversion or similar
program in connection with a
prosecution for such criminal offenses
from participating in the affairs of a
SLHC or any of its subsidiaries without
the written consent of the Board. Such
an individual, or the SLHC with which
the individual seeks to participate, may
apply for an exemption from this
prohibition.

All prohibited persons and SLHCs
that seek an exemption are subject to the
application requirements of subpart I of
Regulation LL. An applicant must
provide information regarding the
position at the SLHC held or to be held
by the prohibited person, the prohibited
person’s level of ownership of the
SLHC, the specific nature of the offense
involved, evidence of rehabilitation, and
other relevant factors listed in section
238.88(b) of Regulation LL (12 CFR
238.88(b)). An applicant may submit
this information in a letter or by using
the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation’s (FDIC) Application
Pursuant to Section 19 of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Act (OMB No. 3064—
0018). The SLHC or prohibited person
may seek an exemption only for a
designated position (or positions) with
respect to an SLHC identified in the
application.

Legal authorization and
confidentiality: The FR LL-12 is
authorized by section 19(e)(2) of the FDI
Act, under which the “Board . . . may
provide exemptions [from the
prohibition] by regulation or order . . .

if the exemption is consistent with the
purposes of this subsection.” The FR
LL—-12 is required to obtain a benefit.

Individual respondents may request
that information submitted to the Board
through the FR LL—12 be kept
confidential. If a respondent requests
confidential treatment, the Board will
determine whether the information is
entitled to confidential treatment on a
case-by-case basis. Information collected
through the FR LL—-12 may be kept
confidential under exemption 4 for the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA),
which protects privileged or
confidential commercial or financial
information, or under FOIA exemption
6, which covers personal information,
the disclosure of which would
constitute an unwarranted invasion of
privacy. Additionally, to the extent the
FR LL—12 contains information
extracted from examination reports, it
may be withheld from disclosure under
FOIA exemption 8, which protects
information “related to examination,
operating, or condition reports.”

Consultation outside the agency: The
Board consulted with the FDIC on the
burden estimate and the use of their
form for Board submissions.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, August 17, 2020.
Michele Taylor Fennell,
Assistant Secretary of the Board.
[FR Doc. 2020-18368 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System.

ACTION: Notice, request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System (Board) invites
comment on a proposal to extend for
three years, with revision, the
Consolidated Holding Company Report
of Equity Investments in Nonfinancial
Companies (FR Y-12; OMB No. 7100—
0300) and the Annual Report of
Merchant Banking Investments Held for
an Extended Period (FR Y-12A; OMB
No. 7100-0300).

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before October 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by FR Y-12 or FR Y-12A, by
any of the following methods:

e Agency website: https://
www.federalreserve.gov/. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments at

https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
foia/proposedregs.aspx.

e Email: regs.comments@
federalreserve.gov. Include the OMB
number in the subject line of the
message.

e Fax:(202) 452—-3819 or (202) 452—
3102.

e Mail: Ann E. Misback, Secretary,
Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, 20th Street and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20551.

All public comments are available
from the Board’s website at https://
www.federalreserve.gov/apps/foia/
proposedregs.aspx as submitted, unless
modified for technical reasons or to
remove personally identifiable
information at the commenter’s request.
Accordingly, comments will not be
edited to remove any identifying or
contact information. Public comments
may also be viewed electronically or in
paper in Room 146, 1709 New York
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006,
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on
weekdays. For security reasons, the
Board requires that visitors make an
appointment to inspect comments. You
may do so by calling (202) 452—-3684.
Upon arrival, visitors will be required to
present valid government-issued photo
identification and to submit to security
screening in order to inspect and
photocopy comments.

Additionally, commenters may send a
copy of their comments to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) Desk
Officer—Shagufta Ahmed—Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC
20503, or by fax to (202) 395-6974.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A
copy of the Paperwork Reduction Act
(PRA) OMB submission, including the
reporting form and instructions,
supporting statement, and other
documentation will be placed into
OMB’s public docket files, if approved.
These documents will also be made
available on the Board’s public website
at https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/
reportforms/review.aspx or may be
requested from the agency clearance
officer, whose name appears below.

Federal Reserve Board Clearance
Officer—Nuha Elmaghrabi—Office of
the Chief Data Officer, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, Washington, DC 20551, (202)
452-3829.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
15, 1984, OMB delegated to the Board
authority under the PRA to approve and
assign OMB control numbers to
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collections of information conducted or
sponsored by the Board. In exercising
this delegated authority, the Board is
directed to take every reasonable step to
solicit comment. In determining
whether to approve a collection of
information, the Board will consider all
comments received from the public and
other agencies.

Request for Comment on Information
Collection Proposal

The Board invites public comment on
the following information collection,
which is being reviewed under
authority delegated by the OMB under
the PRA. Comments are invited on the
following:

a. Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the Board’s functions,
including whether the information has
practical utility;

b. The accuracy of the Board’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
information collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

c. Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected;

d. Ways to minimize the burden of
information collection on respondents,
including through the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and

e. Estimates of capital or startup costs
and costs of operation, maintenance,
and purchase of services to provide
information.

At the end of the comment period, the
comments and recommendations
received will be analyzed to determine
the extent to which the Board should
modify the proposal.

Proposal Under OMB Delegated
Authority To Extend for Three Years,
With Revision, the Following
Information Collection

Report Title: Consolidated Bank
Holding Company Report of Equity
Investments in Nonfinancial
Companies, and the Annual Report of
Merchant Banking Investments Held for
an Extended Period.

Agency form number: FR Y-12 and
FR Y-12A, respectively.

OMB control number: 7100-0300.

Frequency: FR Y-12, quarterly and
semiannually; and FR Y-12A, annually.

Respondents: Bank holding
companies (BHCs), savings and loan
holding companies (SLHCs), U.S.
intermediate holding companies (IHCs),
and financial holding companies (FHCs)
that hold merchant banking investments
that are approaching the end of the

holding periods permissible under
Regulation Y.?

Number of respondents: FR Y-12
quarterly, 22; FR Y-12 semiannual, 7;
and FR Y-12A, 91.

Estimated average hours per response:

FR Y-12, 16.5 hours; and FR Y-12A, 7.5
hours.

Estimated annual reporting hours: FR
Y-12 quarterly, 1,452 hours; FR Y-12
semiannual, 231 hours; and FR Y-12A,
683 hours.

General description of report: The
mandatory FR Y—12 report collects
information from certain domestic bank
holding companies (BHCs), savings and
loan holding companies (SLHCs), and
U.S. intermediate holding companies
(IHCs) on their equity investments in
nonfinancial companies. Respondents
report the FR Y—12 either quarterly or
semi-annually based on criteria in the
report. The mandatory FR Y—12A report
is filed annually by financial holding
companies (FHCs) that hold merchant
banking investments that are
approaching the end of the holding
periods permissible under the Board’s
Regulation Y.

Proposed revisions: The Board
proposes to revise the FR Y-12 by (1)
adding a new column to Schedules A
and C to capture unrealized holding
gains (losses) on equity securities not
held for trading recognized as income in
accordance with Accounting Standards
Update (ASU 2016-01, ‘“Recognition
and Measurement of Financial Assets
and Financial Liabilities”); (2) adding
guidance to the instructions for the
reporting of equity securities in
accordance with ASU 2016—01; and (3)
making other minor clarifications and
conforming edits to the form and

1In 2012, the Board indicated that it would
require supervised securities holding companies
(““SHCs”) to file the FR Y-12 and FR Y-12A reports.
77 FR 32881, 32883 (June 4, 2012). However, no
such revisions were ever made to include SHCs as
respondents on either report. Upon reflection, the
Board has determined that it would not be
appropriate at this time to add supervised SHCs to
the respondent panel for the FR Y-12 or FR Y-12A
reports. A supervised SHCs would not be subject to
the restrictions on nonbanking activities that limit
the investments of other holding companies.
Therefore, any information gathered about SHCs’
investments on the FR Y-12 would be of limited
use, and would not be comparable to data gathered
from other holding companies. Moreover, adding
supervised SHCs to the FR Y-12 reporting panel
would require significant revisions to the FR Y-12
instructions in order to account for the differences
in legal treatment between supervised SHCs and the
other respondents. Such revisions could lead to
confusion among current FR Y-12 reporters. With
respect to the FR Y-12A, the Board is not proposing
to add supervised SHCs to the respondent panel
because supervised SHCs are not restricted in their
ability to make investments in nonfinancial
companies, and their investments are not subject to
the merchant bank holding periods that apply to
FHC investments.

instructions. The revisions to the FR Y—
12 will be applicable as of the December
31, 2020, reporting date.

Legal authorization and
confidentiality: The Board is authorized
to collect information on the FR Y-12
and FR Y-12A reports from BHCs
(including BHCs that are FHCs)
pursuant to section 5(c) of the Bank
Holding Company Act (BHC Act), 12
U.S.C. 1844(c)(1)(A); from SLHCs
pursuant to section 10(b)(2) of the Home
Owners’ Loan Act, 12 U.S.C.
1467a(b)(2), as amended by sections
369(8) and 604(h)(2) of the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act (Dodd-Frank Act); and
from IHCs pursuant to section 5(c) of the
BHC Act, 12 U.S.C. 1844(c)(1)(A), as
well as pursuant to sections 102(a)(1)
and 165 of the Dodd-Frank Act, 12
U.S.C. 5311(a)(1) and 5365 2 and
Regulation YY, 12 CFR 252.153(b)(2).

In addition, with respect to the FR Y-
12A report, section 4(k)(7)(A) of the
BHC Act, 12 U.S.C. 1843(k)(7)(A),
authorizes the Board and the Treasury
Department to jointly develop
implementing regulations governing
merchant banking activities for
purposes of section 4(k)(4)(H) of the
BHC Act. Section 4(k)(4)(H) of the BHC
Act, 12 U.S.C. 1843(k)(4)(H), and
subpart ] of the Board’s Regulation Y, 12
CFR 225.170 et seq., authorize a BHC
that has made an effective FHC election
to acquire merchant banking
investments that are not otherwise
permissible for an FHC. Section
10(c)(2)(H) of HOLA, as amended by
section 606(b) of the Dodd-Frank Act, 12
U.S.C. 1467a(c)(2)(H), and section 8(a)
of the International Bank Act, 12 U.S.C.
3106(a), extend certain authorities and
requirements of the BHC Act to SLHCs
and to foreign banks, respectively.

The obligation to respond to the FR
Y-12 and FR Y-12A reports is
mandatory. The Board does not consider
information collected on the FR Y-12

2 Section 165(b)(2) of the Dodd-Frank Act, 12
U.S.C. 5365(b)(2), refers to “foreign-based bank
holding company.” Section 102(a)(1) of the Dodd-
Frank Act, 12 U.S.C. 5311(a)(1), defines ‘“bank
holding company’’ for purposes of Title I of the
Dodd-Frank Act to include foreign banking
organizations that are treated as bank holding
companies under section 8(a) of the International
Banking Act, 12 U.S.C. 3106(a). The Board has
required, pursuant to section 165(b)(1)(B)(iv) of the
Dodd-Frank Act, 12 U.S.C. 5365(b)(1)(B)(iv), certain
of the foreign banking organizations that are subject
to section 165 of the Dodd-Frank Act to form U.S.
intermediate holding companies. Accordingly, the
parent foreign-based organization of a U.S. IHC is
treated as a BHC for purposes of the BHC Act and
section 165 of the Dodd-Frank Act. Because section
5(c) of the BHC Act authorizes the Board to require
reports from subsidiaries of BHCs, section 5(c)
provides additional authority to require U.S. IHCs
to report the information contained in the FR Y—
12 and FR Y-12A reports.
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report to be confidential, and the
completed version of this report
generally is made available to the public
upon request. However, in certain
instances, specific information collected
on an individual institution’s FR Y-12
report may be exempt from disclosure
pursuant to exemption 4 of the Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA), which
protects from public disclosure “trade
secrets and commercial or financial
information obtained from a person
[that is] privileged or confidential” (5
U.S.C. 552(b)(4)). A reporting holding
company may request confidential
treatment for the specific data items the
company believes should be withheld
pursuant to exemption 4 of the FOIA, as
provided in the Board’s Rules Regarding
Availability of Information (12 CFR part
261.15). A request for confidential
treatment should be submitted in
writing concurrently with the
submission of the FR Y-12 report. This
written request must identify the
specific data for which confidential
treatment is sought and must provide
the legal justification for which
confidentiality is requested. The Federal
Reserve will review any such request on
a case-by-case basis to determine if
confidential treatment is appropriate.
The Federal Reserve may subsequently
release information for which
confidential treatment is requested, if
(1) disclosure of such information is
required by law (other than 5 U.S.C.
552); (2) the reporting holding company
requested confidential treatment
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4) and more
than 10 years have passed since the date
of the submission unless the reporting
company has requested and provided
justification for a longer designation
period; or (3) less than 10 years have
passed since the request, but the Board
believes that the information cannot be
withheld from disclosure under 5 U.S.C.
552(b)(4), and the reporting holding
company is provided with written
notice of the Board’s views and with an
opportunity to object to the Board’s
disclosure.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, August 18, 2020.
Michele Taylor Fennell,
Assistant Secretary of the Board.
[FR Doc. 2020-18428 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[Document Identifier CMS-10598 and CMS-
10570]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing
an opportunity for the public to
comment on CMS’ intention to collect
information from the public. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (the
PRA), federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information (including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information) and to allow
60 days for public comment on the
proposed action. Interested persons are
invited to send comments regarding our
burden estimates or any other aspect of
this collection of information, including
the necessity and utility of the proposed
information collection for the proper
performance of the agency’s functions,
the accuracy of the estimated burden,
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected, and the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology to minimize the
information collection burden.

DATES: Comments must be received by
October 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: When commenting, please
reference the document identifier or
OMB control number. To be assured
consideration, comments and
recommendations must be submitted in
any one of the following ways:

1. Electronically. You may send your
comments electronically to http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for “Comment or
Submission” or “More Search Options”
to find the information collection
document(s) that are accepting
comments.

2. By regular mail. You may mail
written comments to the following
address: CMS, Office of Strategic
Operations and Regulatory Affairs,
Division of Regulations Development,
Attention: Document Identifier/OMB
Control Number , Room C4-26—
05, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore,
Maryland 21244-1850.

To obtain copies of a supporting
statement and any related forms for the
proposed collection(s) summarized in
this notice, you may make your request
using one of following:

1. Access CMS’ website address at
website address at https://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/
PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-
Listing.html.

2. Call the Reports Clearance Office at
(410) 786—1326.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William N. Parham at (410) 786—4669.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Contents

This notice sets out a summary of the
use and burden associated with the
following information collections. More
detailed information can be found in
each collection’s supporting statement
and associated materials (see
ADDRESSES).

CMS-10598 Generic Clearance for
Evaluation of Stakeholder
Training—Health Insurance
Marketplace and Market
Stabilization Programs

CMS-10570 Appropriate Use Criteria
(AUCQ) for Advanced Diagnostic
Imaging Services

Under the PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520), federal agencies must obtain
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for each collection of
information they conduct or sponsor.
The term “collection of information” is
defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR
1320.3(c) and includes agency requests
or requirements that members of the
public submit reports, keep records, or
provide information to a third party.
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA
requires federal agencies to publish a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information, before
submitting the collection to OMB for
approval. To comply with this
requirement, CMS is publishing this
notice.

Information Collection

1. Type of Information Collection
Request: Extension of a currently
approved information collection; Title
of Information Collection: Generic
Clearance for Evaluation of Stakeholder
Training—Health Insurance
Marketplace and Market Stabilization
Programs; Use: CMS is strongly
committed to providing appropriate
education and technical outreach to
States, issuers, self-insured group health
plans and third-party administrators


https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
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(TPA) participating in the Marketplace
and/or market stabilization programs
mandated by the ACA. CMS continues
to engage with stakeholders in the
Marketplace to obtain input through
Satisfaction Surveys following
Stakeholder Training events. The survey
results will help to determine
stakeholders’ level of satisfaction with
trainings, identify any issues with
training and technical assistance
delivery, clarify stakeholders’ needs and
preferences, and define best practices
for training and technical assistance.
CMS will continue to modify, enhance
and develop forms for future years
based on feedback from Stakeholders.
Form Number: CMS—-10598 (OMB
control number: 0938-1331); Frequency:
Occasionally; Affected Public: Private
Sector; Number of Respondents: 30,332;
Number of Responses: 30,332; Total
Annual Hours: 7,334. For questions
regarding this collection contact Sonia
Henderson at 301-492-4320.

2. Type of Information Collection
Request: Reinstatement of a previously
approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Appropriate Use
Criteria (AUC) for Advanced Diagnostic
Imaging Services; Use: Section 218(b) of
the Protecting Access to Medicare Act
(PAMA) of 2014 amended the Medicare
Part B statute by adding a new section
1834(q) of the Act entitled,
“Recognizing Appropriate Use Criteria
for Certain Imaging Services,” which
directs the Secretary to establish a
program to promote the use of AUC.
This program is codified at 42 CFR
414.94. Evidence-based AUC for
imaging can assist clinicians in selecting
the imaging study that is most likely to
improve health outcomes for patients
based on their individual context. A
provider-led entity (PLE) as defined in
42 CFR 414.94(b) is a national
professional medical specialty society or
other organization that is comprised
primarily of providers or practitioners
who, either within the organization or
outside the organization, predominantly
provide direct patient care. This
program requires professionals ordering
applicable imaging services as defined
in §414.94(b) to consult with specified
applicable AUC, which are criteria
developed, endorsed or modified by a
qualified PLE.

The cornerstone of the PLE
qualification process is for PLEs to
demonstrate that they engage in a
rigorous evidence-based process for
developing, modifying, or endorsing
AUC. Section 1834(q)(2)(B) specifies
that the Secretary must consider
whether AUC have stakeholder
consensus, are scientifically valid and
evidence-based, and are based on

studies that are published and
reviewable by stakeholders. In the 2016
Physician Fee Schedule Final Rule with
comment period (80 FR 70886,
November 16, 2015; see pages 71102—
71116 and pages 71380-71382) we
established a qualification process and
requirements for qualified PLEs in order
to ensure that the AUC development or
endorsement processes used by a PLE
result in high quality, evidence-based
AUC in accordance with section
1834(q)(2)(B).

In order to become and remain a
qualified PLE, we require PLEs to
demonstrate adherence to specific
requirements when developing,
modifying or endorsing AUC. To ensure
that these requirements are met, we
require PLEs to submit information
demonstrating their adherence to these
requirements. CMS qualifies those PLEs
that demonstrate adherence to the
requirements for a period of five years.
Qualified PLEs are also required, during
the 5th year after their most recent
approval date, to ensure adherence has
been maintained and to account for any
changes in the entities’ processes.
Qualified PLEs must reapply every five
years and must submit the applications
by January 1 of the 5th year after the
PLE’s most recent approval date. Form
Number: CMS-10570 (OMB control
number: 0938-1288); Frequency:
Occasionally; Affected Public: Private:
Business or other for-profit and Not for-
profit institutions; Number of
Respondents: 10; Number of Responses:
10; Total Annual Hours: 150. (For
policy questions regarding this
collection, contact Heather Hostetler at
410-786—4515.)

Dated: August 17, 2020.
William N. Parham, III,
Director, Paperwork Reduction Staff, Office
of Strategic Operations and Regulatory
Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2020-18337 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[Document Identifier: CMS-10437]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing

an opportunity for the public to
comment on CMS’ intention to collect
information from the public. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (the
PRA), federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information (including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information) and to allow
60 days for public comment on the
proposed action. Interested persons are
invited to send comments regarding our
burden estimates or any other aspect of
this collection of information, including
the necessity and utility of the proposed
information collection for the proper
performance of the agency’s functions,
the accuracy of the estimated burden,
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected, and the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology to minimize the
information collection burden.

DATES: Comments must be received by
October 20, 2020.

ADDRESSES: When commenting, please
reference the document identifier or
OMB control number. To be assured
consideration, comments and
recommendations must be submitted in
any one of the following ways:

1. Electronically. You may send your
comments electronically to http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for “Comment or
Submission” or “More Search Options”
to find the information collection
document(s) that are accepting
comments.

2. By regular mail. You may mail
written comments to the following
address: CMS, Office of Strategic
Operations and Regulatory Affairs,
Division of Regulations Development,
Attention: Document Identifier/OMB
Control Number , Room C4-26—
05, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore,
Maryland 21244-1850.

To obtain copies of a supporting
statement and any related forms for the
proposed collection(s) summarized in
this notice, you may make your request
using one of following:

1. Access CMS’ website address at
website address at https://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/
PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-
Listing.html.

2. Gall the Reports Clearance Office at
(410) 786-1326.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William N. Parham at (410) 786—4669.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:


https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
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This notice sets out a summary of the
use and burden associated with the
following information collections. More
detailed information can be found in
each collection’s supporting statement
and associated materials (see
ADDRESSES).

CMS-10437 Generic Social Marketing
& Consumer Testing Research

Under the PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520), federal agencies must obtain
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for each collection of
information they conduct or sponsor.
The term “collection of information” is
defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR
1320.3(c) and includes agency requests
or requirements that members of the
public submit reports, keep records, or
provide information to a third party.
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA
requires federal agencies to publish a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information, before
submitting the collection to OMB for
approval. To comply with this
requirement, CMS is publishing this
notice.

Information Collection

1. Type of Information Collection
Request: Extension of a currently
approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Generic Social
Marketing & Consumer Testing
Research; Use: The purpose of this
submission is to extend the approval of
the generic clearance for a program of
consumer research aimed at a broad
audience of those affected by CMS
programs including Medicare,
Medicaid, Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP), and health insurance
exchanges. This program extends
strategic efforts to reach and tailor
communications to beneficiaries,
caregivers, providers, stakeholders, and
any other audiences that would support
the Agency in improving the
functioning of the health care system,
improve patient care and outcomes, and
reduce costs without sacrificing quality
of care. The information collected will
be used to create a streamlined and
proactive process for collection of data
and utilizing the feedback on service
delivery for continuous improvement of
communication activities aimed at
diverse CMS audiences.

The generic clearance will allow rapid
response to inform CMS initiatives
using a mixture of qualitative and
quantitative consumer research

strategies (including formative research
studies and methodological tests) to
improve communication with key CMS
audiences. As new information
resources and persuasive technologies
are developed, they can be tested and
evaluated for beneficiary response to the
materials and delivery channels. Results
will inform communication
development and information
architecture as well as allow for
continuous quality improvement. The
overall goal is to maximize the extent to
which consumers have access to useful
sources of CMS program information in
a form that can help them make the
most of their benefits and options

The activities under this clearance
involve social marketing and consumer
research using samples of self-selected
customers, as well as convenience
samples, and quota samples, with
respondents selected either to cover a
broad range of customers or to include
specific characteristics related to certain
products or services. All collection of
information under this clearance will
utilize a subset of items drawn from a
core collection of customizable items
referred to as the Social Marketing and
Consumer Testing Item Bank. This item
bank is designed to establish a set of
pre-approved generic question that can
be drawn upon to allow for the rapid
turn-around consumer testing required
for us to communicate more effectively
with our audiences. The questions in
the item bank are divided into two
major categories. One set focuses on
characteristics of individuals and is
intended primarily for participant
screening and for use in structured
quantitative on-line or telephone
surveys. The other set is less structured
and is designed for use in qualitative
one-on-one and small group discussions
or collecting information related to
subjective impressions of test materials.
Results will be compiled and
disseminated so that future
communication can be informed by the
testing results. We will use the findings
to create the greatest possible public
benefit. Form Number: CMS-10437
(OMB control number: 0938-1247);
Frequency: Yearly; Affected Public:
Individuals; Number of Respondents:
7,732; Number of Responses: 61,992;
Total Annual Hours: 26,588. (For policy
questions regarding this collection
contact Sabreet Kang Rajeev at 410—
786-5616.)

Dated: August 18, 2020.
William N. Parham, III,

Director, Paperwork Reduction Staff, Office
of Strategic Operations and Regulatory
Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2020-18430 Filed 8-20-20; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences; Notice of Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of a
meeting of the National Advisory
Environmental Health Sciences Council.

The meeting will be open to the
public as indicated below and held as
a virtual meeting. Individuals who plan
to view the virtual meeting and need
special assistance or other reasonable
accommodations to view the meeting,
should notify the Contact Person listed
below in advance of the meeting. The
open session will be virtual and can be
accessed from the public NIEHS
website: https://www.niehs.nih.gov/
news/webcasts/.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Advisory
Environmental Health Sciences Council.

Date: September 15-16, 2020.

Closed: September 15, 2020, 10:00 a.m. to
10:45 a.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate
consideration of Grant Applications.

Place: Division of Extramural Research and
Training, National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences, 111 T.W. Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Virtual
Meeting).

Open: September 15, 2020, 11:00 a.m. to
2:15 p.m.

Agenda: People Not Projects Update &
Concept Clearances.

Place: Division of Extramural Research and
Training, National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences, 111 T.W. Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709, https://
www.niehs.nih.gov/news/webcasts/ (Virtual
Meeting).

Open: September 16, 2020, 10:00 a.m. to
2:40 p.m.


https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/webcasts/
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/webcasts/
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/webcasts/
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/webcasts/

51724

Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 163/Friday, August 21, 2020/ Notices

Agenda: Proposed Division of Extramural
Research and Training Actions to Address
Funding Gap/Council Discussion.

Place: Division of Extramural Research and
Training, National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences, 111 T.W. Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709, https://
www.niehs.nih.gov/news/webcasts/ (Virtual
Meeting).

Contact Person: Patrick Mastin, Ph.D.,
Chief, Cellular, Organs, and Systems
Pathobiology Branch, Division of Extramural
Research and Training, National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences, Research
Triangle Park, NC 27709, 984—-287-3285,
mastin@niehs.nih.gov.

Any member of the public interested in
presenting oral comments to the committee
may notify the Contact Person listed on this
notice at least 10 days in advance of the
meeting. Interested individuals and
representatives of organizations may submit
a letter of intent, a brief description of the
organization represented, and a short
description of the oral presentation. Only one
representative of an organization may be
allowed to present oral comments and if
accepted by the committee, presentations
may be limited to five minutes. Both printed
and electronic copies are requested for the
record. In addition, any interested person
may file written comments with the
committee by forwarding their statement to
the Contact Person listed on this notice. The
statement should include the name, address,
telephone number and when applicable, the
business or professional affiliation of the
interested person.

Information is also available on the
Institute’s/Center’s home page: https://
www.niehs.nih.gov/about/boards/naehsc/
index.cfm, where an agenda and any
additional information for the meeting will
be posted when available.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.115, Biometry and Risk
Estimation—Health Risks from
Environmental Exposures; 93.142, NIEHS
Hazardous Waste Worker Health and Safety
Training; 93.143, NIEHS Superfund
Hazardous Substances—Basic Research and
Education; 93.894, Resources and Manpower
Development in the Environmental Health
Sciences; 93.113, Biological Response to
Environmental Health Hazards; 93.114,
Applied Toxicological Research and Testing,
National Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: August 17, 2020.
Tyeshia M. Roberson,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2020-18342 Filed 8—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Request for Information, Strategic
Opportunities and Challenges for the
National Library of Medicine, National
Institutes of Health

AGENCY: National Institutes of Health,
Health and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this Request
for Information (RFI) is to solicit public
comment to assist and guide the
National Library of Medicine (NLM) in
identifying new, and updating ongoing,
efforts to implement the NLM Strategic
Plan 2017-2027: A Platform for
Biomedical Discovery and Data-
Powered Health.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before (5:00 p.m. ET) October 19,
2020 to ensure consideration.
ADDRESSES: Comments to this RFI must
be submitted electronically using the
web-based form at: https://
rfi.grants.nih.gov/
7s=5f15a5e€3104800009¢c001082.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Leigh Samsel, MS, NLM Planning and
Evaluation Officer, Office of Strategic
Initiatives, National Library of
Medicine, 8600 Rockville Pike, Building
38, Rm 2S-14, Bethesda, MD 20894,
samsell@nih.gov, 301-451-0162.
Inquiries should be sent to
NLMStrategicPlanning@nih.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The National Library of Medicine
(NLM) is one of the 27 Institutes and
Centers of the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) and the world’s largest
biomedical library. Like other NTH
Institutes and Centers, NLM supports
and conducts research and research
training relevant to its mission; for
NLM, this includes information science,
informatics, data analytics, and data
science to advance computational
biology and computational health
science. Research is conducted
intramurally in the NLM National
Center for Biotechnology Information
(NCBI) and Lister Hill National Center
for Biomedical Communications
(LHNCBC) and is supported
extramurally through the Division of
Extramural Programs.

As a national library, NLM is steward
of a world-renowned collection of
medical materials spanning ten
centuries and originating from nearly
every part of the globe, and it supports,
promotes, and advances open science

and scholarship through development
and stewardship of integrated standards,
tools, platforms, practices, policies, and
resources that make biomedical
information (including literature,
research data, software tools, etc.)
findable, accessible, interoperable, and
reusable to the world. Library functions
are conducted by the Division of Library
Operations, and are also integrated with
the world-class digital platforms,
resources, assets, and expertise of NCBI
and LHNCBC.

This notice is in accordance with the
21st Century Cures Act, NIH Institutes
are required to regularly update their
strategic plans. The current NLM
Strategic Plan for 2017—2027: A
Platform for Biomedical Discovery and
Data-Powered Health, was written in
2016 with input from many diverse
stakeholder communities. Since then,
many dozens of initiatives, projects, and
other activities have been conducted to
address the objectives of the Plan. Also,
since then, significant changes have
taken place in NLM mission-space in
terms of science, technology, public
health, library functions, scholarly
communication, stakeholder
perspectives, policies, workforce, and
more. These include an urgent focus on
understanding a novel coronavirus and
the disease it causes; an increased
prominence of artificial intelligence in
biomedical research and library
functions; new policies reflecting the
embrace of open science by
governments, funders, publishers,
scientists, and the public at large;
issuance of the NIH Strategic Plan for
Data Science; an accelerating use of
social media and preprints by
researchers to disseminate their
findings; and an increasing need for
data-savvy scientists and a data-ready
public to make the most of digital assets
to improve biomedical understanding
and health.

Information Requested

NLM is requesting public comment on
major opportunities or challenges
relevant to the NLM mission that have
arisen or become more important in the
last five years and that have
implications for the future of NLM in its
capacity both as an institution
conducting an